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In the fecond Number of Ma- 
jor Ouseley's Oriental CoUeiftions, 
page 195, are the following Query 
and Reply. '' Are the Tales of 
** Inatulla, faid to be tranflated 
*' by Colonel Dow, genuine, or not? 
** They certainly are. The original 
" work is called the Bahar-da- 
" NUSH, or Spring of Know- 
*^ LEDGE. Colonel Dow has not 
'* tranflated above one third part of 

a " it. 



i 
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«^ it. The avidity with which the 
*' Englifh tranflation and French 
*^ re -tranflation have been bought 
'* up, might encourage fome in- 
** genious orientalift to give the 
** remainder of thefe tales an Eu- 
ropean drefs.'* 



€€ 



The above remark encouraged 
me to attempt the verfion of the 
remainder of a work, part of which 
is faid to have been fo favourably 
received. 

Curiofity, however, having led 
me to compare Dow's performance 
with the Perfic, I found it fo widely 
diftant from it, even to the infer- 
tion of whole tales not in the 
original, that I conceived a new 

tranflation 
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trail flation of the entire work 
might not be unacceptable. Six 
of the ftories only have been 
omitted, for reafons which will 
be feen in an appendix to the 
laft volume. 

I truft the following verfion 
will be found as literal as our 
language would allow. For its 
ilyle I hope it may be allowed 
to obferve in excufe, that it is 
fcarcely poffible to give in Englifh 
the involved and lengthened pe- 
riods (fometimes filling nearly a 
page) of the Perfian, without 
fome degree of harfhnefs; nor is 
it eafy to avoid tautology in pre- 
ferving the fynonymies and com- 
pound epithets fo abundant in 

a 2 eaftcrn 
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eaftern defcription. That redun- 
dance of expreflion which we 
juftly avoid as a blemifli, is by 
oriental writers introduced as a 
beauty, not only into their figu- 
rative compofitions, but even hif- 
tories and works of a graver fort. 
From the latter, of which the 
fafts only are required, this fuper- 
fluous ornament may allowedly be 
rejecfted by a compiler; but in 
tranflating the effufions of oriental 
fancy, the imagery muft be ftridlly 
preferved, or we fhould lofe that 
originalnefs which we wifli to 
obtain — : Whether worth having, 
is another queftion. 

It is poffible fome of the tales 
may be thought rather too free; 

but 
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but they could not be omitted with- 
out injuring the connexion of the 
work. They fhew, however, (for 
they are certainly juft pidtures of 
eaftern manners) the cruel ty- 
ranny of the haram, and fhameful 
ignorance in which women are 
kept in Alia, to be deftrudtive to 
purity of mind and condudt, and 
prove the fuperiority which li- 
berty, education, and well rne- 
rited confidence give to the fair 
fex of this happy ifland and other 
unrevolutionized parts of Europe. 

I hope the notes will be found 
ufeful in explaining many paflagcs; 
but it is impoflible to convey, fo 
clearly as could be wiflied, to the 
comprehenfion of ftrangers to 

a 3 Afiatic 
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Afiatic fcenery, thofe figurative 
allufions, which to feel the juft 
force of, we (hould fee the ob- 
jedls on which their propriety 
depends. Of the impartiality of 
my remarks on Dow's wide de- 
parture from the original, and the 
adherence of this tranflation, the 
orientalift may, if thought worth 
while, form a judgment, by con- 
fulting the Perfian of Einaiut 
OoLLAH in the Britifti Mufeum. 

Since thefe volumes were print- 
ed off, in confequence of a fhort 
ipecimen publifhed with the Per- 
fian text, and the tranflation of a 
tale from an Arabic Manufcript 
of the One Thoufand and One 
Nights> given alfo with the text, 

in 
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in Major Oifseley's Oriental 
CoIIeftions, the following obferva- 
tion has appeared in the Briti(h 
Critic. 

*^ We are happy to fee any new 
publication announced from the able 
pen of fo excellent a Perfian fcholar 
as the author of the Hiftory of Dek- 
kanj but we fincerely wifh he had 
chofen a fubjeA more worthy of his 
talents than the Tales of Inatulla, 
and the Arabian Nights. He will 
pardon us for hinting, on how much 
nobler a tafk he would be engaged, in 
obliging the world with a new correft 
verfion of Ferishta's large Hiftory; 
or the Commentaries of Baser, writ- 
ten by that Sultan himfelf. With 
tefpedl to the fpecimen here exhibited, 
it does him the higheft credit for the 

a 4 accuracy 
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accuracy and elegance of the verfionj 
but thefe only make us the more 
regret the mifapplication of his powers.'^ 

BRITISH CRITIC, JULY, I799. 

By the favourable opinion ex- 
preffed in the above remark, of 
my attempts as a Perfian fcholar, 
I cannot but feel highly gratified ; 
and it would afford me real fatis- 
fadlion to redeem the mifapplication 
of talent the candid Reviewer re- 
grets, by making the tranflations he 
recommends, had I not experienced 
that oriental hiftory meets not in 
this country a fale any way ade- 
quate to the labour and expenfe of 
publication. Ferishta's Hiftory 
of Dekkan, though, gratifyingly 
to my wifhes, approved of by the 

public 
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public judges of literature, has not, 
I fear, reimburfcvi the worthy book- 
feller who purchafed from me five 
hundred copies. That I was not a 
lofer by hazarding the printing at 
my own expenfe, was owing to 
the liberality of the Honourable 
Company, in purchafing forty co- 
pies, and indulging me with the 
freight of a number fubfcribed for 
in Bengal -, alio fome difpofcd of to 
friends in England. Mr, Stock- 
dale, however, was made ac- 
quainted with this private fale 
before he bought the copyright, and 
what remained of the impreffion. 

With refpe6l to Ferishta's 
larger work, recommended by the 
learned Reviewer, the fubftance of 

it. 
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it, iince the fubjugation of Hindoo- 
ftan by the Patans and Moguls, is 
already before the public in the two 
volumes of Colonel Dow, and, tho' 
far from a literal tranflation, they 
detail the fadls of the original with 
fufficient exadlnefs. As to the other 
parts of Ferishta, namely the 
Hiflories of each Province of Hin- 
dooftan, from the earlieft Mahum- 
medan conqueils, to their gradual 
reduftion by the Patan Emperors 
and thofe of the Houfe of Timur, 
the principal events are fo interwoven 
with the occurrences related in the- 
reigns of the two latter Dynafties, 
by Dow, that a verfion of them 
would afford, I fear, but little new 
information or amufement to the 
reader 5 confequently hardly reward 

the 
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the labour of tranllation and expcnfe 
of printing. 

The Commentaries of Baber 
I had once an intention of tranflat- 
ing ; but, on perufal, laid it afide, 
as I found them by no means fo 
interefting as I expected. Details 
of numerous battles, in which 
the harfh names of Tartarian chiefs 
occupy much of every page, would, 
I thought, rather difguft than a- 
mufe; and of fuch the volume is 
principally compofed. The grand 
events of his reign have already been 
given by Dow from Ferisiita. 
Sultan Baber, it is true, notices 
fome objedls of natural hiftory and 
art in the journal of his conqueft 

of Hindooftan -, but they have been 

much 
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much better dcfcribed by European 
travellers at the clofe of the laft 
and beginning of this century. He 
wrote too in Turkifh, and the two 
copies of the Perfian tranllation 
which I have feen, were fo full of 
errata,- as in very many parts to be 
unintelligible. One of them be- 
longed to Profeflbr White, the 
other to myfelf. In the original. 
Sultan Baber may poffibly appear 
to more advantage as a writfer. 

In apology for mifapplying what 
ikill I may poffefs as an orient- 
alift in the tranflation of Perfian 
and Arabic Tales, I muft after all 
eonfefs, that I am conftrained to 
look for fome addition to income 
from my ftudies. Hiftory was my 

favourite 
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favourite one : but my bookfellcr 
and reading friends tell me, that 
Tales will fuit them better than 
the operations of an Akber, a 
Jehaungeer, a Shaw Jehaun, 
or an Aurungzebe, I hope they 
will not be miftaken* Of the prin- 
ces of the Houfe of Tim ur, there 
are indeed valuable hiftories on the 
flielves of our libraries both public 
and private. Of Akber, in three 
folio volumes, by the celebrated A- 
Bou FuzzuL ; of Shaw Jehaun, 
in the fame number. The latter 
work is in particular well worth tran- 
Hating, as it details not only the 

assigns of the emperor, bqt much 
cwrjoys matter relative to the an- 
cient hiftory of all the Provinces, 
with ample accounts of the prodiic- 

tions 
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tions both of nature and art. Such 
a labour, however, as a verfion of 
this work muft neceflarily prove, 
requires an encouragement which 
no bookfeller can hazard giving 
to the tranflator, though with the 
fure hope of its becoming gradually 
a library book, a flattering term to 
the future fame of the author, yet 
terribly oppreflive to his prefent 
fituation. In fhort, until the Hon. 
India Company, or the Univerfities, 
fhall extend their patronage of eafl- 
ern literature to at leafl the gra- 
tuitous printing of its tranflation, 
we muft not be furprized at 
Periian and Arabian Talcs from 
Orientalifts, who in general can- 
not afford to wait fur the flow 
return of a library book. 

What 
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What has been done for Mn 
Maurice, who has concentrated 
in his publications much that is 
ferviceable to religion from oriental 
ftudies ? What has been done for 
Major Ouseley, who, to a per- 
fed: acquaintance with claflical li- 
terature, unites a knowledge of 
Hebrew, Syriac, Turkifh, Arabic 
and Perfian, which, properly en- 
couraged, would make his Oriental 
Colled:ions a fund of elegant and 
ufeful information ? — Nothing ! 






ERRATA. 

VOL. I. 

Prefatory In trodui^ion, page xxv, for Oolia^ tcudOoi/ah. 
Page 98, for moli/y read fnouU, 
Vz%t I ^^^ {or clomby icdid climbed » 

VOL. II. 

Page 1 50, in the note, for Jieer^ xz^d. ftarling^ the former 
term being provincial. 

VOL. III. 

Page 85, for aufcpiciousy read au/picious» 
Page 1 30, for terms ^ rezd pear/s- 
Page 1 39, for dombj read climbed. 
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Sir William Jones has 
juflly obferved, that prefiitory in- 
trodudlions have been generally 
omitted by tranflators, though they 
always contain the richeft flores of 
language^ as Perfian authors gene- 
rally exert in them their utmoft 
powers of rhetoric. The orientalift 
who may have read the originals of 
the Prefaces and Introduction to 
the BAHAR-DANUSH» knows^ that 
they are efteemed as models of 
compoiition> and very difficult to 
tranflate. 
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PREFATORY INTRODUCTION. 

BY 

MAHUMMUD SALEH, 

PXJPIL AND FRIEND OF THE AUTHOR, 

EINAIUT OOLLAH. 

tS* This Preface is whoUy omitted in Dew's 
paraphrafe, or rather fummary, (for it cannot 
with any propriety be called a tranflation) of 
part of the following work. 



IN THE NAME OF GOD, 
THE CLEMENT, THE MERCIFUL. 



i- HE fitteil Introdu6tion to 
the moft pure volume of creation^ 
and moft becoming ornament of the 
pages of knowledge and learning, 
is the praife of the Lord, the 
Beftower of Wifdom, Creator of 
Speech, and Revealer of the Pro- 
perties of Invention and Produdtion ; 
Who, in his wonderful volumes 
and original performances, has given 
ample teftimony of his Omni« 
potencc — from the Moon down to 

the 
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the Fifla — and, from the Atom up 
to the Sun, has proclaimed the de* 
claratbOQ of His own dirine Unity 
of Perfon, and fupreme Self-exift* 
ence. The fpeech of the blefled^ 
inwardly-wakeful, from the light 
of his properties is ever brilliantly 
eloquent ; and the hearts of the 
virtuous, like purity itfelf, from the 
fplendid rays of the compreheniion 
of bis qualities, are objects of envy 
to the dazzling beams of the fun 
and moon. 

O munificent Beftower of orna- 
ment on the diverfified aflenpiblage 
of creation ! Such differing appear- 
ances and variegated defigns— except 
the pen of thy omnipotence — what 

could 
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Coutd delineate on the pages of ap- 
pearance ? Excepting thy confum- 
mate fkilU what could diff^ajr^ in 
this many-coloured fcenery, foch 
variety of differing forms and con- 
tralted manners ? 



^ VERSE. 

Thou makefl: of duft a beautiful body : 
And thou canft reduce it again to duft. 
Thou produceft from the heart of the 

rock 
Ruby-<oloured fparks, and the iparkr 

flafhing ruby. 
From thy fkill arofe matter and being ; 
Under thy controul are time and fpacc. 

As for the fpeculations of the 
my ftery- weighing balancers of fate 

and deftiny, have they not accumu- 
lated 
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lated fuch a mafs of difficulty in 
defining the fubtilties of thy opera- 

tionSy as they cannot explain ? • 

And on the tongue of the paradox- 
iblving acutenefs of the mod emi- 
nent in fcience and philofophy — in 
fearching into the origin of thy 
fublime properties — has not fuch an 
impediment fallen^ that it cannot 
expre(s them ? 

Monftrous vanity and felf-fuf- 
ficiency ! — On a fubjeft, on which 
the mod pure inhabitants of the 
higheft heavens confefs their ina- 
bility of comprehenfion, and the 
profound reflection (equal to moft 
abflrufities) of the fublimely-minded 
dwellers of the upper world, in 

examining 
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examining the minuteft point of his 
divine qualities^ owns its ignorance 
and defeA ■ What powers 
can there exifl: in us lingerers in the 
cell of mortality and decay, with 
fuch inferior abilities^ that we fhould 
£incy ourfelves able to meafure the 
labyrinth of the unbounded regions 
of his Divinity — ? Or to us, pur- 
fuers of vanity and weakly-founded 
conjecture, with fuch degraded na- 
ture—What ability is there 

that we fhould^ with the labour of 
thought, or ken of fpeculation, dif* 
cover applicable attributes to diftin^- 
guiih his all-glorious Majefty ? 

Since then it is evident to the 
explorers of the path of wifdom, 

and 
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flnd this clear pcopoGtion needs not 
lite elucidation of further wgiunentt 
natnely^ that the defediire contem- 
pktioQS of Mah », with the afliftance 
of his vreakly^founded fdculties^ 
icannat iuitafady praife the Ait^imc 
Inventor of Speech s and that the 
Caxatuax, with the cakulatioos 
cf idea and the tine of conjefliiret 
caoDOt meafore the £ur£boe of The 
Creator'0 glories: ■■ With^ 
drawings therefor^ the raefienger 
^ fpeculation hotn winding &rtfaer 
^is hazardous padi » ' ■ I proceed 
ix> gwe new beatty, Txvidnefs^^ and 
glow to the perpetually UoQQung 
rofe-gardcn of eloquence, by kind- 
ly (howers from the fky of bounty ; 
namely, by the aufpicious praifc of 

the 
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the Sublime in Dignity,* worthy of 
the diftinguifhed falutation, " If 
** thou hadft not exifted, I would 
*' not have created the Heavens." [ 

The expanfe of the fevcn grada- 
tions of the orb of the univerfe, 
from the fpace-adorning rays of his 
perfeflions, received undecaying 
fplendouf; and the truth-flafhing 
edidts of facred miffion from the di- 
van of Omnipotence acquired the 
glory of promulgation, by being 
iflbed in the name of that moft 
perfe<Sl Being, and thus declaring, 
" What God firft created, was 
Light." « 

b O bril- 

* Mahummud. 

^ A quotation from the Koraun. 

s Quotaticn from the Koraun. 
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O brilliant pearl of the fea of 

bounty^ the clear luflre of the words 
of whofe miraculous compoiition^ 

has made the iacred collar of the 
humble contemplative, the horizon 
of the fun of truth ! ^ O ineftimable 
gem of the mine of exiftence, the 
rays of whofe enlightening fcrip- 
ture^ clearly proving the important 
truths of divine revel ation, are as a 
lamp placed before the face to point 
out the path of true knowledge to 
the wanderers in the darknefs of 
error ! 

In his moft pure praife, if my 
fpeech fhould boaft itfelf with exul- 
tation, 

^ Alluding to the bowed pofture in which 
dirvelhes fit when in profound mulings* 
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tation. It may be allowed ; or fhould 
I compare the ftrokes of my pen to 
the rays of the fan, it may be permit- 
ted 5 for I have to delineate expref- 
fions from my tongue, becoming 
the qualities of a perfonage fo exalt- 
ed, that the Lord of heaven wrote 
the volume of the world in his fub- 
lime name. The omnipotent De- 
figner of Eloquence, in order to 
grace the poetry of general exift* 
ence, made his auipicious name the 
exordium of the Dewan * of crea- 
tion, and his perfon, far above all 
human praife, the (Mukkutta) bafis 
of the eulogy of the true faith. 

b 2 VERSE. 

^ A volume of odes* 
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VERSE, 

His praife giveth animation to the tongue ; 
Repetition of his name moifteneth the 

mouth. 
The true faith from him gained efti- 

mation ; 
Mankind addrefs him as their fovereign 

Ix)rd. 
The eflence of whofe perfections is the 

Koraun, 
How is it poflible that human nature 

fhould ^efcribe ? 

The eloquent reed,^ planted in 
a bountiful foil, having, by virtue of 
the above heart-plcafing fubjeft and 
fublime difcuffion, been fpiring like 
the fugar-cane to a ftandard of true 
fweetnefs ; and from the aufpicious 

influence 

^ The pen. 
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influence of fuch a fancy-warming 
theme, having, like the arrow of 
the heavens, become the gaze of the 
admirers of compofijion ; I proceed 
to grace the ears of time with a 
newly invented pendant of rhetoric, 
by writing an introdudtion to the 
following fublime volume, juftly 
meriting applaufe and fuccefs, which 
the judgment of truth has entitled 
The Garden of Knowledge, 
and which was compofed in the 
year of the hijherra one thoufand 
and fixty one.* 

What gives brilliancy to the 
contents of this compofition, and 

b 3 charms 

1 Anno Domini 1650, in the Reign of the 
Emperor Shaw Jehaun. 
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charms to the beauty of this narra- 
tive, is, the Hiftory of the Loves of 
the Adorner of the Throne of the 
court of Elegance and Grace, the 
exalted Prince Jehaundar Shaw, 
and of the Light of the Lamp of 
the Recefs of Royalty and Chaftity, 
the Princefs Bherawir Banou; 
•with relations fuitable to the cir- 
cumftances of thofe enamoured and 
conftant peribnages. The whole 
are pourtrayed fully, by the truth- 
delineating pen of the mailer of 
compofition, the informed in the 
rules of elegant writing and forms 
of rhetoric, difplayer of the varieties 
of language, arranger of the beauties 
of feledl compilation, poflefTor of the 
reflecting mirror of the vifions of 

fancy. 
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£mcj, adomer of the nuptial cham- 
ber of invention^ orn^menter of the 

audience fopha of the brides of 
novelty, graccr of the aflembly of 
newly eftablifhed phrafes, deiigner 
of the garden of diverfified ex« 
preflion, the fkilled in the powers 
of language, the afylum of litera- 
ture, the fully-acquainted with the 
pulfe of the pen, the informed 
of the conftitution of eloquence^ 
EiNAiuT O0LLA7 whofe bofom 
friend is elegant di<5tion, and rhetoric 
has innate conne(5lioa with his 
nature. 

The flave travelling in the path 
of affeAion, and cherifhed with the 
lalt" of true attachment, devoted to 

b 4 the 

*^ That Ut nouriflied by his bounty. 
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the path of the defccndants of 
Mahummud^Saleh — who, with 
that virtuous perfonage (Einaiut 
Oolla) enjoys the connexion of 
relation and pupil — in attempting to 
difplay fome account of his produc- 
tion, hath thus cxpreffed his own 
ideas, and to the extent of his ability 
(with good intention) given a fpe- 
cimen of the elegant bloflbms 
(phrafes) of this newly difcovered 
fhrub in the garden of ingenuity ; 
whofe various beauties of high im- 
port excite admiration, and whofe 
diverfified elegancies, infpiring ve- 
neration, exceed all praife. The in- 
troduction of them into the circle 
of compofition rifes fuperior to the 
plaudits of the moll vivid fancy, and 

the 
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the brilliancy of their elegancies 
difdains the flattery (ornaments) of 
verfe or profe, or the borrowed 
luftre of comparifon or metaphor. 

Praife be to God ! What a 
flower garden is this, the creation of 
fpring, at fight of the brilliancy of 
whofc Venus-like blolToms, the luf- 
tre-beaming lamps of the firmament 
become faint ! The fafcinating glow 
and the dazzling variety of the 
Soheil "-like tulip-bed of its pro- 
duftions exceed the fancy of the 
moft profound heaven-meafuring 
conception. The epithets of it, 
fparkling brightly as the gem-be- 
fpangled train of the milky way, 

have 

' A ftar (o named. 
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have exhaufled the minds of Bud- 
dukihaun;'' and its phrafes^ with 
the warm expreflion of grace, like 
the garden of Ibrahim/ have illu- 
mined with true light the fight of 
the followers of reafon. 

So dignified is the fubjed;, that 
it will not yield its fubftance to 

the 

* The country in which are found the fineft 
rubiee. 

f According to traditioD| Ibrahim, or Abra- 
ham« by order of Nimrod, the King of Chaldea, 
was cafl into a vafl fire, from which by the 
angel Gabriel he was delivered unhurt. It is 
fMdy that the fire becasse felt by Abraham only 
as an odoriferous air, and that the pile ap. 
peared as a pleafant meadow to him, though 
upwards of two thoufand of the idolatrous by- 
flanders were deftroyed by the fcorching heat. 
—Vide S alb's Koraun, vol, ii. page 159. 
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the fcales of fummary defcription ; 
and fo important is its purport^ dut 
the definition of it comes not with- 
in the limit of abbreviation or circle 
of compreiiion, owing to the want 
of proper terms and phrafes. 

From the graceful flow of ftile, 
the fentences trail along the alleys 
of beauty upon the filvered paper, 
like the umbrella-fpreading pea- 
cocks of paradife. The azure- 
clothed natives of the contents, who 
are the envy of the adorners of the 
courts of heaven, by their enchant-- 
ing fmilcs, have given fpirit to the 
wine of expreflion, and fafcinated 
our hearts. The exquifitely delicate 
whitenefs of the pages, like the 

filver- 
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filver-woven tiffue of the dawn, is 
illumined by the rays of the fun of 
eloquence. The amber-mingled 
jettinefs of the entwifted lines, you 
would fancy to be the mufky-co- 
loured treffes of fair-faced damfels, 
arranged to fafcinate the fun. 

The fpace between the written 
lines is as a river, bank-full of the 
water of life ; and the curling 
waves of the words, as expanded 
fiiares for the royal falcon of the 
fight of its voyagers. The funbul- 
twining curvatures of the letters, 
fpreading fhade on each border, re- 
femble truly the amber-tinged locks 
of beautiful nymphs refleded in a 
mirror. You may fay, that the in- 
toxicated 
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toxicatcd with the wine of beauty 
fleep upon its margin, or that the 
vigil keepers of night, whofe minds 
are wakeful as the dawn, have, like 
Jefus, taken up their ftations at the 
fountain of the fun.^ 

Without exaggeration, this work, 
a true fummary of the charms of 
love, and a compendium of the ex- 
cellencies of beauty and elegance, is 
a perfed: code of knowledge, to 
enumerate the graces of which is 
wholly needlefs. 

The 

** If any thing can juflify fuch figurative allu- 
fion as the above, or reduce it to the reader's 
comprehenfion, it is an illuminated Perfian Manu- 
fcript, adorned v»ith gold and the moft brilliantljr 
coloured flowers. 
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The defigner of this delightful 
garden alfo, without expeding other 
reward or gratification than applaufe 
and fame, the moft defirable objedts 
of genius, though in every quarter 
of it thoufands of blooming flowers 
of rhetoric (which, from abundant 
richnefs of fenfe, and fweetnefs of 
contents, will add to the pleafurable 
fenfations of the difciples of learning 
and knowledge) abound, has gene- 
roufly beftowed it on the travellers 
of the road of literature. 



VERSE. 

The charadlers of this volume would 

ornament a garden of flowers j 
Each line of it refembles a grove of 
funbul/ 

From 

' What tree or fhrub I know not. 



INTRODUCTION. XXXlii 



From its tafteful defign, and diverfified 

ftUe, 
It appears as a colledion of flowers 

elegantly arranged. 
When the copyift's hand, preparmg to 

write. 
Applies the mifter • to his page. 
The water of life fo iwells from the 

paper,* 
That the thread of the mifter becomes a 

thread of life. 
He who would juftly praife its brilliancy 

and grace, 
Muft immerge his pen in the fountsun 

of the fun. 
In polifh it equals the cleareft mirror. 

For, 

' The miller is a piece of pafteboard, acroft 
"which are fixed liaes of thin twift at equal 
diftances. With it the oriental copyifb mark 
the pages with lines, much more regularly than 
can be done with our rulers. 

^ The fine filky paper rifes fomewhat between 
the imprefTed lines of the twid. 



XXXiv PREFATORY 

For, its figures refled exafl: refemblances. 
The flow of the lines of its pages 
^ Abounds in lucid graces of expreffion. 
When I would delineate its elegance of 

meaning, 
I am obliged to borrow its own phrafes 

for expreffion of its praife. 
\ When tranfcribing its pages became my 

\ employment. 

The pith of my pen became the pith of 

eloquence. 
My fancy fo gathered the flowers of its 

beauties. 
That my pen became a tafteful arranger 

of garlands. 

However ill- adapted the above 
trifles of drofs and paftes are, to be 
ftrung together vv^ith fuch brilliant 
gems of real luftre, or to mingle 
with their true water in the affem- 
blage of ornament —Yet, as the 

rofe- 
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rofe-garden has no refuge from the 
thorn, or the ocean from the wreck 
and weeds upon its beach, my hum- 
ble offerings may in fome way ferve 
the preparer of the mufnud of the 
divan of elegance, as herbs to ftre w 
the path under the feet of the , 

charmers of the Garden of / 

> 

Eloquence. 

I hope that the leaves of this 
variegated parterre of literature will 
be preferved, like thofe of the more 
curious rofes, from the fpoliation of 
the nightingales of the garden of 
Irim, and from the fafcinations of 
the locks of the funbul of the man- 
lions of paradife; and that this 
volume, by the gracious approba- 

c tion 
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tion of the publick at large> will 
diffufe the luftre of the beams of 
truths and become a juftly-refle<£t- 
ing mirror of nature — that it will 
be valued as a light and lamp to 
the minds of the examiners of conv- 
pofition^ and efteemed as the garden 
and fpring of the ideas of readers of 
true tafte — that its inky glofs, like 
the black circle of the pupil of the 
eye, ftriking the view of the learned, 
may, from the piercing impre£ion 
give, like the Night of Power,' die 
boon of eloquence. 

VERSE. 

' The night in which Mahummud is faid to 
iuive afcended to heaven ; on the anniverfary of 
which, the prayers of devotees are believed to 
be effbaual : but the faithful ^differ refpefting 
the date. 



*» 
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VERSE. 

In this narrative, abounding in enter- 
tainment. 

Which will afford gratification to the 
ingenious. 

The curioufly-depiding pen hath pour- 
trayed 

The flx)ry of the amours of two cele- 
brated perfonages. 

Every letter of it is an index to the 
> enamoured; 

It is the volume of the deftiny of lovers. 

The language and diftion are new and 
diverfified. 

Like the flowers of verdant fpring col* 
leAing beauties. 

From its contents, which diffufe fplen- 
dour. 

May the regions of Hindooftan be 
illumed ! 



C 2 
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PREFACE 

OF THE AUTHOR, 

EINAIUT OOLLAH. 

^ Thi. » .Ifo wholly omitted by Dow. 



I 






IN THE NAME OF GOD, 
THE CLEMENT, THE MERCIFUL* 



A HE robe, giving ornament 
to the Preface of Eloquence, is, 
Praife of the Omnifcient; who, 
having lubjedted the dominions of 
cxpreffion, by the medium of the 
fword of fpeech, to the various na- 
tions of mankind, has proclaimed 
through the regions of the univerfe 
the Khootbeh • of fupremacy in his 
own moft exalted name. Having 

c 4 endued 

• Proclamation or prayer ufcd in the mofqucs^ 

* 

in which the Sovereign's title* are recited* 




xlii author's prefac-e* 

endued the fword of the tongue with 
the keen edge of expreflion, he en- 
trufted to the grafp of its power 
the keys of the climates of oratory. 

HEMISTICH. 

The wife Creator of Speech to 
the tongue. 

The moft excellent produdlion 
of fpeech, is laud of the prophet; to 
adore whofe exalted qualities, the 
Spirit of God * runneth to and fro 
in the fourth heaven, and Mofes, 
like a turtle-dove, in the garden of 
his perfedlions, breathes the'melody 
of rapture and defire. He was the 
laft of divine miffionaries, and the 
feal of prophecy. 

Next 

< The Mcffiah- 
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N6xt to the adoration of the Artiil 
without vifible inftruments, and laud 
of the Adorner of the chief feat of 
divine miflion, the moll acceptable 
fubjedl is the praife of the fliadow of 
the MoftPure, the Monarch of the 
prefent time ; the footftool of whofe 
throne, from the numerous kifles of 
kings, is become indented like the 
heavens, and the collar of fubjeftion 
to his power is become fixed like fate 
on the necks of princes and rulers. 

The Fughfoor " of China, and 
the Khakaun " of Khoten, are glean- 
ers from the harveft of his bounty. 
His fame refembles the fun, as the 

impreffion 

* By the orientals tht Eoperor of Chma is ib 
filled. 
"^ The Emperor of Tartaiy. 
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impreflion does the feal. From 
envy of the fragrance of his liberal 

nature, the blood chills in the heart 

of the Nafeh' of Tartary; and 

from dread of the tempei): of his 

{wordy his enemies crouch under 

the fhelter of their armour. From 

fear of the fuperintendants of his 

juftice, the wolf has adopted the 

profeSion of a fhepherd ; and thro' 

alarm at the tread of his charger^ 

the tiger flies like the flock before 

the wolf. 

Chief of the Sovereigns of the 
Age, Star of the Faith of Mahum- 
mud. Second Lord of the Conjunc- 
tions, Shaw Jehaun, Emperor fight- 
ing 

* The m\x(k bag, as taken from the mufk goat. 
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ing for the Faith, Conqueror of 
the World. 



VERSE. 

Inheritor of the kingdom of Solo- 
mon ; in genius like Hyder, ^ expanding 
round the horizon of the world the 
juftice of Omar. * 

y One of the titles of the Caliph All. 
» The third Caliph. 



INTRODUCTION 



BY THE AUTHOR. 



1 o minds like the fun^ and hearts 
(twin-brothers of the morning) of 
the defigners of the Garden of Elo- 
quence and fcience, and orators of 
exalted genius, let it not remain 
concealed — That on a certain day, 
in the feafbn of joy and delight, and 
at a period of mirth and pleafure ; 
when— from the impreffions of the 

bounty 
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bounty of the fovercign of the pla* 
nets, the furface of the earth » like 
the expanfe of the firmament, was 
tinged with azure, and the plats of 
the gardens, from their abundant 
Nuffereen and Nufterrun,* excited 
the envy of the Perraeen and Perrun* 
—I, at the requeft of certain mind- 
according friendsy made an excurfion 
to the country. 

There, I beheld the cup-bearer 
of the clouds, in the manner of the 
noble«>minded, fbowering bounty 
on the fortunately- ftarred people of 
the world. The earth, with all her 
ileadinefs, from the pkafing intoxi^ 

cation 

• Names of flowers. 
^ The Pleiades. 
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cation of moifture, difclofed the ie« 
crets of her bofomy like the incau^ 
tious man. The defigner of fpring 
had delineated variegated fketches 
on the tablets of the branches, and 
the wonder- writing penman of omf- 
nipotence had flouri£hed on the 
pages of the rofe-garden diverfified 
fpccimens in the flowery chara&er/ 

The attiring zephyr had adorned 
the brides of the fhrubberies; and 
the green-robed natives of the gar- 
den had imbibqd wine in the agate 
cups of the tulip. The breeze of 
fpring, like the mufk of Tartary, 
perfumed the fenfation of nature 
with fra^^ance from the Nafeh of 

the 

* Writing fo called. 
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the rofe ; and the brides of verdure, 
with heart-delighting charms and 
world-adorning beauty, wrefted the 
prize of fuperiority from the nymphs 
of Khulje and the ftatues of No- 
fhaud* The water flowing from the 
refervoirs over the enamelled ver* 
dure, feemed to the eye of the 
beholder like the milky way of the 
heavens. The fanciful colouring of 
ipring, in the diveriified aflfemblages 
of the garden, had in the branches 
of the funbul, and the leaves of the 
tulip and the rofe, mingled as it 
were vermillion with muik. 

Melody- fwelling birds, on the 
emerald-tinged tablets of the groves^ 
like infants in a fchool, twittered 

from 
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from their little throats the Abjud* 
of ccflacy ; and the nightingale, at 
fight of the beauteous ruby-vefted 
charmers of the rofe-tree, filled the 
gardens with the harmonious jug- 
jug* of his thoufand drains. The 
cup-bearer of fortune prefented to 
us, loiterers in the banqueting room 
of this perifliable manfion of enter- 
tainment, fparkling wine from the .f 
ftores of fpring, and with it the 
ccfl:acy of liberation from care# 

The moiftened herbage, from 
the agitations of the gale, waved 
like a fea. From the frefh {hoots of 
the Sunbul, and the branches of the 

d Zuni- 

• Pronunciation of fyllablcs, 

• Majr I ufc thii word i 
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Ziunmeerun/ the mouth of th^ 
Ghore * was filled with muik ; and 
the lips of the Antelope^ from thq 
leaves of the Arghwaun and Shuk- 
k^iek NeiiaQ^n,^ were^ like the beak 
of the paroquet) red as coraL 

Expanded upon the fummit of every 

mountain, . 
Was an emeraicbrOQloi^ed ^>ace> the rof 

fprt of birds, 
From the tops of the hills to the fandy 

plain, 
Flowers were depided in every varittf^ 
In every grove rofe the waving cyprefe. 
From every fpring the fhream *an freely* 

. The. 

' What flower I know not. 

» A fpeciesof deer* 

* Whether ihrubs of Aqytct^ I cannot tcH. . 
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The rofe expofed itfeif from every open- 
ing, 

Rending the vefture of the bud into an 
hundred fragments. 

The chearfulnefs of the bloom- 
ing natives of fpring ; the melodious 
notes of the fongfters of the groves; 
the . wanton bubblings of the 
Areamlet^ of the brooks; the 
kaw of the gracefully- pacing 
Tudderoo; * the boundings of the 
cnamelled-footed Antelope ; and the 
vaunting attitudes of the peacock 
with his jewel-fpangled train, fo 
impreffed the foul of this admirer 
of the rarions mjrfteries of the from 
EVER EXISTING 000,** that rny 

d 2 ihmd, 

* Probably the phcafant, 
- ^ In the original, Bechoon, i. e. without a Whea^ 
Uteratimm 
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mind, which, from the ill accord- 
ance of fortune was folded up like 
the bud, bloflbmed kindly as the 
rofe, and the goblet of my heart 
overflowed with the wine of ecftacy. 

As the joy-exciting foftnefs of 
that flowery fpot refemblingparadife, 
had attracted the fkirts of our hearts, 
a delightful aflfociation enfued, and 
a feledt aflfemblage, unintruded upon 
by ftrangers, like the correfpond- 
encc of the mirror with the eye of 
purity, took place. Some of my 
friends, worfhippers of appearances, 
were enchanted, like the nightin- 
gale, with the fcent and colour of 
tbe rofe and flowers. At one time 
they quaffed from the cup of the 

tulip 
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tulip the wine of defire; and at 
another, from a glance at the cheek 
of the jafmine and the countenance 
of the nuffurrun, received abundant 
rapture. Others of my companions, 
fearchers after truth, in examining 
the beauty of his workmanfliip, 
found traces of the Inventor's per- 
fe£lion 3 and from his beautiful 
Sketches, comprehending the con- 
fummate fkill of the Artift's pencil, 
like the contemjplative devotee, 
drank to the bottom of the wine 
of truth from the ftores of 
Unity ; and, enchanted with the 
harmony of the chorifters of the 
groves, after the manner of the Soo- 
fies * enraptured by melody, began 

d 3 the 

* An order of Perfiin devotees. 



In IMTIODUCTZON 

the Wujd* of ecftacjf!. Each ac- 
cording to his feelings and capacitf^ 
impref&d by the charms of the 
brides of difiering graces, namely^ 
the cherifhed on the couch of ipring» 
became inipired with the wine of 
hpavenly love; and, agreeably to 
the varied fubjed, was compofing 
nielodies of deli^ and fymphonies 
of rapture. Freeii^ the foot of the 
heart from the ikirt of care^. they» 
like the fofun and cyprcfs, tofled into 
the air the caps of independence. 

, At this crifis, advancing, with 
innumerable graces, engaging man« 
ners, friendly fmiles, and affable 
looks, approached us a young bramin 

of 

^ The mjftic tong and dance of dinrdhcs. 
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dJF fttch elegance of perfon^ that the 
gbddefles tfaemfeives wi(hed to bow 
to the niche of the arch of his 
eyebrows, and the devotee longed 
t6 wfeave a zinnar for his heart from 
the amber-tinged ringlets of his 
Idcfcs. I'he bede chauhtex? ' of the 
gkrdeft, enraptured at the fight of his 
cheeks, began the Zumzummaf'* and 
Ae Sofun** with his tch tongues, 
captivated by his infidel (black) 
curls, fouii!ided hymns in his praife. 

d 4 Down 

• The birds. 

* I want a word. It means that mental 
Aielody felt by a mailer when compofing. 

' What flower I know not. It is always 
likened to the tongue by Perfian poetf| and 
from the above ligurt has, I fuppofe, ten petals^ 
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Down his illumined afpcd:, ring- 
lets entwined like ferpents were 
enfolded, and from envy of his 
moon-fafcinating countenance, the 
weflern fun funk like an atom into 
dufl. His fingers, in beauty and 
flendernefs appearing as the Yed 
Bieza,^ or like rays of the fun, 
being tinged with Hinna / feemed 
branches of tranfparent red coral. 
His teeth, clear as pearl,* frona envy 
of which the pearl itfelf would fade 
in luftre, fhone between his lips like 
the ciufter of pleiades in the corruf- 
cations of the dawn of morning. 
Indications of genius blooming upon 

his 

9 The miraculouily fhinicg hand of Mofes. 
' The leaves of a ihrub, ufed by the orien- 
tals to tinge the hands and foles of the fetU 
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his afpafty glowed brightly as the 
tinge upon the rofe ; and the beams 
of good fenfe^ from his expreflive 
countenance^ glanced like the rays 
of the fun. His ftature was as a 
kindly ihrub in the garden of beauty^ 
and his appearance, as the moon at 
the fourteenth day, laved in the 
feven- fountains of the fun. 



VERSE, 



Moft ftriking verfe of the volume of 

perfedion ! 
King of kings in the regions of beauty ! 
Envy of the cheek of the heavenly moon ! 
Difturber (from rivalry) of the garden 

cyprcfs ! 

' His fteps reminded you of the 
Tudderoo on the mountains i and 

when 
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when he ftood^ he caft an hundred 
dionfand cords of the fenfe of infe« 
riority on the untamed cyprefs* 

■ 

At his approach our fenfes Ibr- 
ibok us ; and when he fat cbwn» 
exclamations of furprize eicaped us. 
My companions^ till now btiflbd in 
examining flowers tod fhrabs, btoke 
their pens inflantaneoufly over the 
names of the green-robed natives of 

the groves and elegantly-fbrttrtd bff- 
fpring of the garden., Th6ir eyes, 
like the nergus, became Wretched to 
the utmoft in gazing at the rofeate 
cheeks of this newly difcovered 
fhrub in the plantation of friend- 
(hip; and ^ty formed a circle 

airound 
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ifcmnd bioij as the halo round the 
mooiu 

The £hrer-bodied youth of ma« 
jeftic deportment xk>w opening the 
ibarce of the fountain of life^ ihed 
the heart-engaging pearls of clear-* 
meaning eloquence over the gar-* 
ments of my aiiembled friends ; and^ 
after the manner of the ikilled in 
learning and the verfed in the myjf- 
teries of compoiition^ delivered the 
following foul-attra£tive fpeech* 

** To be thus captivated with 
** the tints and odours of lowers 
'^ and ihrubs^ and ^icinated thus 
** by the fight of a fair face and 
^* external beauty^ is far from the 

«< rules 
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** rules of wifdom. The flower 
•' bloometh fcarcely for a week, and 
'* borrowed charms can only endure 
*' for a £hort feafon. To pledge 
•* the heart, therefore, to one who 
** knows not conftancy, and to flat- 
'* ter the foul with the enjoyment 
*' of an objedl that cannot be per- 
** manent, true prudence will not 
*' fanftion; nor will a found judg- 
•* ment, penetrative into fallacies^ 



€€ 



approve 



i> 
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'* The garden's bloom has but fliort 
*^ endurance; 
The colour of the rofe but a few days 

glow. 
Even grief, which irritates the veins 
'' of life, 

" Some- 



€€ 
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^^ Sometimes prevails, at others dif« 
** appears/' 

After this, having, in the lan« 
guage of Hindooflan, fketched the 
following heart-enticing hiftory, 
(which may be ftiled A newly- de- 
figned Garden of the Flowers of 
Rhetoric) on the tablet of narration ; 
with fuch an eloquence, that you 
would have fuppofed he was pouring 
treafured pearls from a ruby caiket, 
he thus addreiTed me : 






No garden can be more gratify- 
ing to the foul, nor any affemblage 
'* of flowers more fragrant to fenfa- 
*' tion, than this Ood • of Hindooftan 

" fprinkled 

• Wood of Aloes. 
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^ fprinkkdonthefire of theParfee, 
** in order that the fccnt of the lo^ 
** vers of eloquence may be refrefhed 
*• by its odour, and the aflcmbly of 
•• fjpeech be filled with its fi^grance* 
*^ Doubtlefs, the deftroying arm of 
** autumn would never reach the 
•• flowers of fuch a beauteous gar* 
•* den, or the devaftating, biafts of 
•* winter make impreffion on the 
^^ fhrubs of fuch an elegant planta- 
tion.' 



u --• — >» 



As thefe liberal remarks became 
impref!bd upon the pages of my 
mind, and the fubftance of his fool- 
refrefhing eloquence was imprinted 
on the tablet of my heart**--!, the 
humbkft of the flaves of God, 

. •ElNAIUT 
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EiNAiuT O0LLAH9 a binder of the 
fheaves in the harvefl of the mafters 
of expreflion, and a grateful depen- 
dant on the fervice of the eminent 
for fcicace and learning — from the 
hint of that full-orbed moon of the 

» 

firmament of excellence — girded up 
the loins of attempt to collo^ the 
frefh flowers fallen from his gar« 
ment^ in order to enrich the garden 
of Perfic didion* 

The rofeate cdouring of epitheta 
and accordant cadence of periods^ I 
borrowed from the rofe-like cheeksL 
and cyprefs-fbrmed ftature of that 
elegantly proportioned model of 
exquifite fculpture. Chaftenefs of 
expreflion^ and propriety of meta« 
phor^ I copied from the foft lip and 

heart- 
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hcart-dclighting form of that felec- 
tion of the dewan of excellence. 



Having given, with the attiring of 
the magic-empowered pen, new 
grace to the charmer of compofi- 
tion, I have introduced her (hoping 
for approval) into the affembly of 
appearance. 

As parterre upon parterre of the 
Sooree and Sudberg of rhetoric, and 
of the Nuflereen and Nufterrun of 
eloquent expreffion, bloflbm in this 
cxtenfive garden, it is entitled. The 
Spring Season of Learning.' 



What a compofition 1 It may 
be compared to a garden delighting 

the 

^ Or, Gardbv of Kxowlbogb. 
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the (enfcs, and efleemed as a roib* 
plat rcfrefhing to life. Every leaf 
of thefe pages of eloquence is a 

•r 

flower-bed; in every rgw of it 
plufters of the flowers of exprefljon 
blooming. Every new figure in it 
is a rofe-bufliy under the ihade of 
which the dark-veiled charmers of 
fpeech, like the flowery- vefted brides 
of the garden, rcpofe. 

I entertain hope from the indul- 
gence of the liberal-minded of jufl: 
tafte, and the explorers of literature 
endowed with generous fentiments, 
. whofe exalted fouls are imbued with 
the kindly influence and tempera- 
ture of impartiality, and who have 
. attained, from the courts of al- 

e mighty 
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mighty and divine purity, the pow- 
ers of difcrimination -^ That when 
roaming with their light along the 
windings of this pleafurc-garden of 
eloquence, if perchance their eyes 
(hould be gratified by a view of the 
virgin brides of the receflfcs of beau- 
ty—They will, at the incitation 
of their innate liberality, (hut their 
eyes to venial imperfedions, and look 
only upon the abundance of their 
excellencies. 

If perchance a fault fliould be 
obferved, or a miftake appear, in 
confonance with their generous feel- 
ings, let them ' amend it ; and not, 
like the fevere of grovelling fouls, 
charge the fteed of eriticifm on the 

plains 
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plains of expofure, as the tiger pur- 
fues the affrighted deer ; nor curvet 
exultingly in the confined fpace of 
general remark^ and too harfh notice 
of trifling errors. Since it is evident, 
that the artifl of human fkill> the 
edidls for the bounds of his genius 
being juflly infcribed with this fu- 
perfcription, *' He has created Man 
imperfefl/' " cannot with the aid of 
the pen, which is but a weak reed, 
Jketch a portrait free from error or 
imperfeftion. 

VERSE, 

I truft, if haply a competent judge 
Should perufe thefe annals of love — 
If on examination he perceive an error, 

.62 He 

" A quotation from the Koraun. 



) 
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He will' not lay the hlame on my head;. 
Hf^ he this ability^ let hkn amend it s . 
But J. if he cannot corrieftj let him conceal.* 

Leaving, however, every other 

point, the dependants on the frag-* 
ments of the maedah "^ of eloquence^ 
and the remnant-receivers of the 
finamaut * of compofition well Jcnow,t 
what intenfe thought they areobli-^ 
gcd to cxercife in connefting two 
epithets, alike in terniination, and ac<» 
cording in fenfe and meaning. The 
author, until he hath plunged an 
hundred foul- wafting daggers into 
his heart, and with the adamant of 
reflection torn his breaft to pieces, 

cannot 

^ The cloth fprcad ovcj the carpet on which 
meals are placed. 

' The fragments of a meal. 
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cannot- obtain the iiin-reipkadenC . 
ruby of expreflion worthy the accep* 
tance of the difficulty-approving 
judges of compbfition ; nor, till he 
hatii dived a thouiand times into the 
boundlefs ocean of fancy, will the 
princely pearl of juftly-expreffivc 
terms, fit for the approval of the 
fubliitie minds of the fovere^ns of 
the regions of clocjucncc, fall into 
his hands. 



TERSE. 

He muft torment his fancy, would he 

produce correftnefs 
Which may prove pure on the touchftonc 

of perfed. judges. 
For clearnefs of expreffionj he muft turn 

night to day. 

Birds 

\ 
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Birds andfiih may fleepj but l^e moft btb 
wakeful. 

Although thefe trifling efiuiions* 
which have been colledted in the ' 
vapours of the futile imagination of 
this humble compofer for the boards 
of the mailers of eloquence and 
learning, are not worth the trou-. 
ble of fo much difcuiiion ; yet my 
heart trembles like the reed at cer- 
tain unfhaven enemies ^ of jufticc, 
who, from want of tafte, make 
criticifm a difguife for ignorance. 
They know no diftindlion between 
the eye of a needle or the notch of 

- * • 

an 

y AUading to the loog-bearded fages of the 
Muflulmaun world, who regard all reading 
but "that of the Koraun as of no ufe. 
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ah arrow, nor between the arrow and 
the planet Mercury/ 

Seeking, therefore, an afylum 
under the beneficent fhade of the 
virtuous, the pure, and impartial^ 
of true judgment, who having 
explored the heights and depths of 
compofition with the fteps of 
adequate confideration, have reached 

the criterion of true tafte And 

making the difclofure of this intro- 
dudtion the medium of explaining 
my Object — viz. their favourable 
opinion and correflion of my mis- 
takes, — — I hope, that at the infti- 
gation of their liberal natures they 

will 

* This planet and the arrow are defignatcd 
by the fame word. 
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will not withhold their indulgence, 
but commemorate me with a prayer 
(Fateah*) to attain which was my 
grand motive for compiling diefe 
trifles.' 

« 

* The firft chapter of the Koraun, repeated 
by the Mahummcdans 83 a prayer for them- 
felves, their living and deceafed friends. It is 
at ibllovrs : 

*^ In the name'of the nioft merciful God* 
** Praife be to God, the Lord of all crea« 

/* tureS| the moft merciful, the King of the 
** day of judgment. We worfliip thee, wc 
•• beg thy affiftance. O guide us in the right 
** way, the way of thofe to whom thou haft 
'^ been gracious ; not of thofe agalnft whom 

. ** thou art incenied, nor of thofe who go 
*« aftray." 

* With an imitation of this Introdu6lion 
Dow commences his work, in which he has 
retained but very little of the text. After a 
very fparing mixture of original metaphor with 

much 
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much European figure, he makes his author 
fall aileep, and behold in a dream a nymph 
of the Muilulmaun paradife, inflead of the 
young bramin, whom Einaiut Oolla tells 
us, gave him the plots of his Tales^ in the 
language of the Hindoos. 

*^ 1 awoke in amaze, and mourned the ab- 
*• fence of the daughter of paradife/' 

Dow's Ta/ejf W. /. /. yviofthelntroduilioit. 
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A HE Decipherers of the Talifmans 
of the Treafures of Myftery, and ac- 
quainted with the Paths of the Recefles 
of Secrecy, having explored this lately- 
difcovered Manufcript in the Records of 
ancient Time, have thus imprefied it on 
the Pages of Narration. 

VOL. I. A la 
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In days of yore, there reigned in the 
cxtenfive and populous empire of Hin- 
dooftan, en?rt>lemirtic of f^aradife, a 
Sovereign who, like the univerfe-illum- 
ing Sun, compri2ed the world within 
the beams of his dominion j and who, 
by the rays of the lamp of his impartial 
juftice, enlightened the gloom of the 
earth. From the -fuperiority -of his 
afpiring genius, he placed the foot of 
contempt on the heads of the bears -, * 
and, from- confcieus -pride in his own 
power and dignity, regarded contem- 
porary monarchs as grovelling in the 
caves of nonrcxtftence. The azure 
fkies ^ wore the ring of fubjeftion to his 
power, and the twins ^ bore upon their 
ftioulder.s the badge of iubmiffion to his 
authority. Time had resigned to the 
check of his guidance the reins of di- 

reftion 

* The conilcllat ions -fo calldd. 
•* That is, -Fortune. E^r^ings in the Eaft Atp 
worn by (laves, as marlysof fcr.vi.tude. 
^ The conilellation fo called. 



C:H.;I. C^Jl^n^Qf K^Cmj^^DGE. .3 

region over t^e mottled and wild-pacing 
fteeds pf yiciflit^de; and fuccefs, lil^e 
an approaching flave, : bowed the fore- 
head of humility at his threlhold. 

VERSE. 

JU (he pbj^^s of damimon svfre in his 
pofe^m, an^ there remaimd not aught fgr 
his ^ind to , aovet. 

Forime in his trmjn ^as ^gund y(;ith 
^e girdle of Orion \ and vi^oty was t^e 
firong belt of liis fahre. 

Hpwev^r, jn the cjiamber pf his 
.proipetity theje^w^as not a lamp, fo that 
the recefs of hope might be illumed: by 
the rays of its . brightnefs 3 a^nd the tree 
of his being liiad no fruit that could give 
the- relifh of enjoyment to the tafte of 
life: on which account he was con- 
ftantly fad, and lonely, like a dot in t|ie 
circle of regret. Daily did he entreat 
the Applications of the pure-minded 

A 2 matters 



J 
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mafters of the heart, and nightly make 
requeft in prayer at the throne of the 
Beftower, who looks not for recompence. 
At length, under the aufpices of the 
favourable afpirations of the religious, 
their midnight petitions and early devo- 
tions ; after long anxiety and impatient 
wifhes, the rofe-bufh of hope put forth a 
bloflbm, and the tree of expeftation bore 
fruit. The gloom of his condition was 
brightened by the lafnp of profperity, and 
the night of fulpenfe was fucceeded by 
the dawn of fuccefs. The fun of em- 
pire, with a thoufand world-fubduing 
fplendours, and globe-pervading bril- 
liance, having appeared from the horizon 
of birth, enlightened the expanfe of his 
father's expeftations, and the, till now, 
dark chamber of the hopes of mortals. 

The emperor, having prpftrated the 
forehead of humility on the duft of 
thankfgiving, in gfatefol fenfe of this 
invaluable bleffing and inftance of divine 

r 

favour. 
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favour, ofFered up prayers and praifes at 
the throne of mercy 5 and, to evince his 
joy at flich a bounty, having fet wide the 
doors of his treafury, enriched a world 
by his gifts and largefs, and delivered the 
friendkfs and neceflitous from Want and 
dependance, by his liberality and muni- 
ficence. 

VERSE, 

The SuUan^ from afeSlion for his 
happy-ftarred jon^ opened the gates of his 
treafuryy and fat inflate on his throne. 

He gave a loofe to joy after long anxiety 
and fufpenfey and bejiowed ntunificent gifts 
on every peiUioner. . 

This pearl of the fea of dignity and 
high fortune was, in an aufpicious in- 
ftant, diftinguiflied by the glorious 
title of Jehaundar Sultan ; ^ and a vir- 

A 3 tuous 

* Ruler of the world. 



tuous nurfe of wakeful ftar exalted hf 
th e charge of fuch a brilliant gem. 

Wheh four years and four months? 
had paffed in the cradle of profpcrity, 
and on the bofom, of his noble nurfei 
agreeably to the rules of Maam,* he 
was entrufted to a celebrated tutor for 
education ; and experienced fuperinten- 
dants, and wifdortl-lbving fervants, were 
appointed to direft aright his ingenuous 
difpofitions j fo that he might occupy 
his gracious time in ftudying the art* 
of government, learning the arcana of 
dominion and policy, and make himfelf 
mafter of the ceremonials of royalty and 
inftitutes of command. 



•' The Mahumnicdan faU?i. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. n. 



A.-S the Almighty creates the eleft 
of his court naturally endowed with 
perfedion, the Prince by his fourteenth 
y€ar had attained ample knowledge of 
every abftrufe fcience and fublime ftudy; 
fo that he became renowned throughout 
the world for judgment, policy, dignity 
of demeanour, and felf-command, as 
well as for manly beauty, aiFability of 
manners, and eloquence of fpeech. 

The pure mind of Jehaundar, ex- 

A 4 alted 
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alted as Keiwaun/ inftigated by noble 
ambition for conqueft, and dignified 
inclination for command, was enamoured 
of the chace 5 and in his breaft a fond- 
neft for hunting was interwoven with 
his ideas, fo that he pafled much time 
in purfuing the game, and was daily 
employed in field fports. 

One morning, with a fekdt party of 
attendants, having turned the reins of 
his zephyr-like pacing courier towards 
the country, with intent to fubdue the 
defart-bounding wild ones, and captivate 
the free roamers of the air, he let loofc 
game-purfliing animals in every quarter. 
The fwift-winged Falcon, like the lovers 
of Shunkole, uncertain as quickfilver, 
mounting rapidly the fkies, brought the 
wild-duck and partridge to the earth. 
The Hawk, whofe every feather', from 
tinges of black and white, refembles 

the 

' The planet Saturn, and alfo the cognomen of 
s dynally cf Pcrfian lyings. 
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the eye of the beauteous (in the fame 
manner as black-eyed damfels, playfully 
glancing, feize with the talon . of their 
eyelafhes the hearts of helplefs lovers 
in their grafp) taking wing in purfuit of 
the pheafant, extended his claws. The 
Pullung,' rapid as lightning, and parti- 
coloured like tim;> plunged his talons 
into the Neeloo** and the Zung,* 
and difplayed his native ingenuity in 
feizing the Antelope. The fharp-nailed 
greyhound, of agile fpring and fure 
grafp, darting fuddenly like fate upon 
the Gowuzzun ^ and the Gore, * ftruck 
them to the ground of annihilation. 

The 



< A fpccies of leopsir(), called 10 India Cheeta, 
%vhich is trained to catch deer. It is kept blind- 
folded till the game appears. If in its fpring it 
miiTes the prey, it not. unfrcquently injuret the 
fportftnan. 

^ The Nilgaow. 

^ What animal I know not. 

^ ' Species of deer. 



YERSS* 

H^ the Tu^hik"^ of the HiMk re^ 
fimieiy qmkfyajcendest the game-^furfuhig 
Mris. 



The Jitddef^f^trdng falcm foarei aloft 
iffaiTy and the world beeaffte void of the wild^ 
dkek and pigeon. 

When the golden-winged eagle of 
the heavens, the ftin, having mounted 
Kigfr into the emerald coloured expanfe of 
the'fijrtnament, was become intenfely warm 
in pirfiiit, Jehaundar, the rofe of whofe 
cheek had been gently cherifhed under 
the fhade of majefty, and who could not 
bear the fultry heat of noon, returned 
towards his palace. On the way, he 
lieheld a garden of perfeft beauty and 
fragrance, in which the cyprefs and the 

cedar 

» A fmall drum, fixed to the faddic of the fal- 
coner, on which he gives fignals to the hstwks. 



cedaif, Kfce the Ibvier ^nd' belovedi grew 
Mt by fide, ahd the lUy and the rofitiv 
like the'- brfde arid brid^gi'oom, rtditt'ed^ 
on each other's bofbm. 

Ptbm- its* eifterdd-tlngied refkffiittg' 
verdui-^, the fiirfkce of the lawn appearerf 
like' the %, ahdtfe Hfeatt-eriticitig'itte^' 
lody cf the birds in the itiidflf of it!* 
Ifirubs had the eflfeft' of the organ. 

the tuitle- dove, of temper like thd 
CoHuttdef," in his afhy-coroured visft, 
began the flr'ain of holy ecftacy. 

VERSE. 

7he dew had fcattered gem on //J 
v&du^ify niingling ai pt were etfkrali txHih 

peart 

^he Jhrubs bhomed^ in every quarter ^ 
fprtading ii'idea carfefi of delight. 

¥ A wandering relia^aoaf. 
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The beauteous ringlets of the Bunnuf- 
Jheh"" were difpUxyed: the gale had orna-^ 
minted the Nujfereen ^ with pendants. 

The heaven-comprehending mind of 
the prince, captivated by the elegance of 
the garden and fragrance of the flowers 
and fhrubs, becoming inclined to view its 
rofe-faced inhabitants, entered it, bloom- 
ing as the rofe-bud, and lightly treading as 
the cyprefs, ran over with his eye this a- 
bode of delight. In every recefs he faw the 
zephyr ornamenting the ear of the rofe 
with the Sunbul, and the jewel-fet crown 

on 

• What flower I know not. Richardfon tran- 
flates it Violet. 

, P Richardfon tranflatcs it the Wild Rofe ; alfo 
NarcifFus. It is to be lamented that none of our 
travellers have given the native names for the fruits, 
flowersy trees, and plants of Perfia. A lift of them 
would greatly add to the pledfure of reading Periian 
authorsi and to the elucidation of their flowery meta- 
phors : without it, they muft ever remain obfcure to 
the European reader. I find myfelf obliged, from 
incapacity, to leave mofl of the botanical terms un« 
tranflated, rather than deceive the reader. 
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on the head of the Hubbeer, like the 
egrets of coquettifh maidens fancifully 
placed afide. At the foot of every rofe- 
bufh, the birds, like Bramins chaunt- 
ing the bedes,^ were twittering tales of 
love to their mates, and upon a branch of 
every enamel-like cyprefs, the turtle 
dove, in the fame manner as Dirvefties 
when contemplating the divinity, cooed 
forth its gentle murmur. 

On the margin of a fountain reclined 
a young man who was reciting verfes. 
He had with him a parrot, who, like 
the Soofies,*" fond of retirement, fitting 
in an iron cage, and, after the manner 
of the votaries of celibacy, dwelling in 
folitude, had fliut his door on the face 
of mankind. Like the happy inhabit- 
ants of Paradifr, he was clothed in green -, 
and, as the fyllogills of deep judgment, 

(killed 

p The rcriptures of the Bramins. 
*i A fe^ of my (lie devotees among the Ma- 
hummedans. 



. Iiilled .in ^Joqw we. . A ivjie -l)ird, who 
rfpr Hnfkrftwding would h^vcigaiert^'tiie 
jpiijte ifrwi the ,fJud^iKi ' of <3i:^piftgji. 

,He>w^ |<>r4'pf^e.ip?ci^S5^fr flying 
.^ip^tion with eivirrieUe4 wit^gs, chief of 
;!G4g^7biyed p^^^s, .wino hi tixe field of 
fpee^ .had: ^9)^^^ rthe ftand^rd of elo- 
,ijMe|i<;e ampog^^e-f^afiiered f^qe ^ and, 
for his virtuoys f^^)du<Sl in -tlie afl?mbly 
of the green-vefted refemblers of heaven's 
dwellers/ fcad. attained the rhjg^^/ame. 

ThCrprince Jefca^ndar, f^osi^fight of 
the '.yojimg m^^ ^^d hearing his fo^l- 

d^%ht^g 

' 'The Lapvwng, which, according to Mahum» 
jxiedan tradition, bad the property of finding out 
'Wa<er under gro.ui^, ^ai^d vvas ajfo employed by 
Solomon to convey a lct;tcr to the queen of Sheha. 
•—Vide Sale's moft exaft tranfiation of the Koran, 
and truly learned notes, V^ol. ii. p. 223. 

• The fouls of the b'efled are, by fome com- 
mentators on the Koran* (ajd to animate ^reen 
, birds :in. the groves of P^radifc, until the general 
refurrcflion. Others are of aroiher opinion. 
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de%hting melody, which /(Mined a happy 
accompaniment with the rerdant ^flem- 
blage of the blo£bms mpiftened fay the 
ihower, the ftrain of the bubbul/ and 
the heart-captivating note of the imdal- 
eeb/ became even to ecftacy immerfed in 
pl^ure and delight. From eagernefs of 
curiofity, he advanced, and fpoke the 
Salaam i " but the conceited young rx&ni 
qaptivated with the icrvour of his own 
melody, paying not the Jeaft attention, 
made no reply. The wife parrot, when, 
on account of the arrogance of his 
maftcr, Jie beheld the iigns of .difpk»- 
iiire in the Joofcs of the iprince, heconung 
anxious to concilkte his .mind, like .ora- 
tors of eloquent Speech, opened :the.door 
of converfation, and ifliied forth into the 
?plain of delivery a iew fentences, full 
of meaning as. the words of the flciiled 
inexpreflion, with£veet.di^Qn;^d:foul- 

•enticing phrafe. 

The 

* Twrorpcdes.ofthc^mghtingRlc. 
■ Health be to thee. 
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The prince, from the fpeech of this 
orator, naturally without language, being 
rapt in wonder, remained for fome in- 
ftants like the reflefted image on a mir- 
ror, in the confinement of filence. Im- 
mediately, however, the feed of love 
for the green-vefted orator, beautiful as 
Ferhaad,^ ftriking root in the foil of his 
heart, he, with much impetuofity, loofen- 
cd a ruby of high price from his arm, 
and offering it to the young man, ftill 
employed in his mufic, begged the par- 
rot. The youth, not finding in himfelf 
power to bear the abfence of the accom- 
plifhed bird, turning afide from the path 
of aflent, placed the hand of refufal on 
the breaft of the prince's requeft ; when 
the latter faid, " Ignorant youth, knoweft 
" thou not that I am heir apparent to 
*' the crown and ring of thefe regions, 
^' and that my foul is charmed with this 
" wife bird ? If thy ftar is wakeful, take 

'' this 

^ The Hero of a poetical romance. 
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'^ this ruby, which is worth a kingdom, 
" and give up that handful of feathers. 
*^ If thou doft not, thou wilt repent, 
'^ and, after difgrace, with a thoufand 
^^ humiliations, offer it for nought.'* 

The young man, for an inftant hav- 
ing refleded x)n his own condition, con- 
lidered, that ^^ to aft contrary to the will 
" of the fovereign, is to encircle the 
^^ waift with one's own blood;" and 
therefore dfilivered the parrot to an atten- 
dant of the prince, who on this account 
was fo delighted and filled with rapture, 
that you would have thought he had 
obtained the cqnqueft of the feven regi- 
ons, or acquired rule over the four habi- 
table parts of the worlds With perfed 
gladnefs he returned to his palace, and 
taking the parrot into his confidence and 
intimacy, coafent^d not to h;s abfence 
for a moment. He kept hm conxlantiy 
in his fight, and the fenfible bird capti- 
VOL. r. ' B* ^ ' vatsd 
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vated his heart by his novel remarks and 
eloquent narrations !'' 

CHAP. 

^ Of this chapter, mereljr the introdafUon it 
attended to by Dow, who has, however, by inferting 
fome few circumftances of the two following, and 
introducing the adventures of Sadit, thofe of the 
Parrot and Comladeve» (not one word of which 
is in tlie Bahar-danuih} dezteroufly enough con- 
trived to make nearly four chapters. 

The fiory of Sadit feiems to have been formed 
from the account of Shere Khan's encounter with a 
tiger, by contrivance of the Emperor Jehaungeer^ 
who wilhed his deftrufUon, that he might marry his 
wife, the celebrated Naoomahal«— Vide Dew's hif. 
tory, vol. iii. p. 27, 8vq edition. 

The ludory of Comladeve was probably fabricated 
from a novel called Pudmawut, containing the ad- 
ventures of a Raja and Rannee of Chitore, and 
founded upon fa£ls, in which are fome particu- 
lars refembling this tale. Or Dow may have taken 
the plot from his own epitome of Ferifiita, as in it 
the circumflances which form the groundwork are 
given.— Vide Do w'sHiftory, vol. i. p. 301. 8va 
edition. 
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CHAP. m. 



As the agents of Fate and Pro- 
vidence, being perpetually employed in 
the aflFairs of mortality, are watchful 
that every objeft of divine will, which 
refts concealed in the hidden manfion of 
decree, may at the appointed time and 
fixed feafbn, be ufhered into the public 
court of appearance ; neccflarily, in com- 
pliance with the cuftoms and habits of 
the world of caufes, they incite a means, 
fo that without hindrance of delay, they 
may draw the objeft from behind the 
curtain of fecrecy into the plain of dif- 
dofure. A proof of this obfervation 
follows, 

B t Jehaundar 
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Jehaundar Sultan on a certain day, 
having retired into the private chamber 
of profperity, enjoyed the company of 
one of his women, in form like the 
Peris, * named Mhere Perwer,'' in whofe 
captivity his heart was Wld. From the 
intoxicating fafcination of her unparal- 
leled beauty, being overcome with excefs 
of rapture, under the curve of her cref- 
<:ent-]ike eyebrow, lie drank repeated 
draughts of wine, pure as the fun, from 
cups refplendent as the moon. The 
angel-like damfel, in the warmth of her 
blifs and delight, when the glow of 
beauty and iparkling of win€ gave a 
double enjoyment, perjceiving her figure 
in a mirror, became vain of her own 
charms ifrom felf-conceit, which isi the 
.moft degrading weaknefs in the region of 
icnfe. In this ftate of exultation and 
folly,, the -xronfequence of wine, being 
, ; - from 

* An imaginary order of beings in the fplrita^l 
world, fijpDpred to be of exquifite beauty, 
^•GhttifwrofLovc. - ** 
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SfGrn her conftitddk idoos dFetpowtred by 
VBrntfy (he, unablis tDoccmimaad herfelf^ 
exdakned: 



€€ 



My dear prince ! aKhough it ts 
impertinent, and far diftant from the 
*'• rtifes of rei^^ft, yet I wifli that for an 
^^ inftant, placing your dignity -and royal 
^^ ftate afwte, you would not give the 
/' reins of impartiality from your hand; 
** but, without the intervention of cere- 
^' mony, with truth and candour tell 
** me, whether the felf-exiftcnt delinc- 
*^ ator of omnipotence ever pourtrayed 
^ with the pencil of decree in die 
*^ volume of creation, or on the pages 
"- of existence, ^y figure among, the 
varying races of mankind, of fuch 
elegance and beauty as mine? of 
*^ ever before traced' a iketch with fuch 
** abundant graces?" 

The prince had not as yet replied, 
when the parrot laughed; on which 

B 3 account 
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account^ the late blooming flower of the 
garden of beauty^ Ihrinkinglike a blighted 
rofe-budj the figns of (Ufpleafure ap- 
peared upon her countenance, and with 
impatience ihe laid the hand of importu- 
nity on the veft of the Sultan, and faid, 
'^ It is neceflary that you difdofe to me 
'^ the reafbn why the bird laughed on 
*' this occasion, or I will put myfelf to 
" inftant death/' 

Though the prince on this point 
enquired repeatedly, the parrot, not in 
the leaft bringing his tongue to acquaint- 
ance with ipeech, like the pidure of a 
nightingale, remained filent; till at length, 
when importunate enquiry had pafled 
the bounds of reafon, he faid, " My 
. * miftrefs, the difclofure of this myftery 
" will in no manner profit you, or give 
" any advantage. It is advifeable for 
'^ your affairs that you free your mind 
" from fuch a wilh.** 



As 
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As Importunity and unreafbnablends 
is the fafhion of women, and the difpo^ 
fition of this fex is leavened with folly 
and ignorance, fhe would not pafs the 
leaft from her demand, but became more 
violent in requifition than ever ; till at 
laft the prudent bird, remedilefs, having 
broken the talifinan of filence from the 
cover of the treafury of {peech, poured 
the jewels of relation into the lap of 
audience of the prince, and the lady vain 
of her own beauty j faying, 

• 
*' The caufe of my fmlles was your 
*^ vanity and miftaken pride, in fancying 
*^ yourielf in grace and charms like the 
*^ freely towering cyprefs, exalted above 
** all the confined in the chain of hu* 
" manity, and conceiting yourfelf fu- 
perior to all the beauties of the world. 
Know you not, that the excellence of 
*' divine workmanlhip is not reftrained 
to one being ? or the elegance of the 
garden of creation dependent on one 

B 4 *' flower ? 









** fttmcr ? Under this v^ted canopy 
^ arc many rofe-gardens, and in each, 
^ thousands of b-Jolfbms outbfooming 
** each other nr tint and fi^^^ncc. 
** Bordering upon thts, is a region^ 
**• which in population, extent, and cul^ 
'^ tivation, is an hundred times flftfer-^ 
^ aWe, and fuperior in* comparifdn- with 
^ your dominion's. The fbvereign of 
*^* it has a daughter named 'BJierawir 
•* Banou^i upon whofe countenance the 
" world-illuming fun, with all his gtebe- 
" enlightening fplendour, dare not look 
^ without the medium of a veil or cover- 
"* ing. The rofe, from defire to behold 
^^ her charms, burfts the colhr of pa- 
*''' tience; and the Nei^s,'' with e^ger- 
" hefs to gU^eat her beauties, becomes 
" all' eyes. In fhort, if you, my miftrefs, 
*^ were feated by her fide, you wouldi 
*^ like Sbha* in prefence of the' iun-, no 

" longer 

* The NarciiTus, vvhicb is in Eaftcrn poetry 
always faid to be oii the gaze ; an idea taken 
douliclefs from the fable of the transformation, 

« A fmall ftar. 
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*^ longer hive an opinion of yoxrrfetf: 
**'* TlVe cofouf^ of a weed has- no valtre 
*^ placed by the rofe." 

On hearing the above defcription, 
the l^dy became ovefwh^lmed iii the 
waves of envy, and th« w:lrmtH of mcH"- 
tification appeared upon her toUntenarice. 
The prince, fecretly enamoured of rite 
world-conqueririg chai-ms of Bherawii- 
Banou, loft his heart from his power, 
^nd tihfeeing, fubmittihg the neck of 
his life to the kummund ** of her fafein- 
ating locks, BecameiikeMujenou,* fran- 
tic in the road of defire for her enjoy- 
ment. Separating his mind at once 
from relations and frr^dfe, and uniting 
himfelFto her, he fo ardently pufhed the 
courfer of love on the plain of intenie 

afFedlon 

^ A rope with a noofc at the end, ufcd to 
catch- aa animal, or to fallen on a tree or 
building in order to afcend. It appears alfo to 
have been ufed in war to throw over the neck 
of an antagonill, 

c The hero of a poetical romance. 
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aflfe^on for his miftrefs, that he deferted 
the boundary of care for others and 
himfelf. 

VERSE. 

Not mhf does love arifefrom thi/jght^ 

Of Sen has this haffinefs proceeded from 

defcription. 
Let the glory of beauty but enter at the ear^ 
It wiUfnatch repofefrom thefoul^ andfenfe 

from the heart. 
^here is no occq/ion to behold the objeS of 

affeSion, 
For love often captivates many without hav^ 

ing feen it.* 

* Of the whole of this chapter only a few 
words are noticed by Dow in that laft men* 
tioned* 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. IV. 



When Jehatmdar Sultan, from 
the wonder-relating tongue of the par- 
rot, had heard of the beauties of this 
phoenix of the hilly region of fbul-fafcin- 
ation, and his heart, without having feen 
her, became enfhared in the mazy locks 
of the angel-like charmer j the bird of 
love, for fixch a miftrefs of the bride- 
chamber of heart-captivation, chofe her 
neft in the branches of his mind. In 
order to remove doubt, and attain cer- 
tainty, he felefted an artift of magic 
fkill and fafcinating pencil, named Be- 
nuzzeer J * who with his delicate ftrokes 
could fo delineate a view of the har 

bit^ble 

* Without equal. 
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bitable quarters of the earth, with all 
its mountains and deferts, on the 
fingle leaf of a jafmine, that at one 
glance at its perfpedlive, without the la- 
bour of travel^ you' might viiit the {evtn 
regions, and view truly, as a figure re- 
flefted in a mirror, the properties of all 
the .kingdoms of the globe, and the 
cultivated and wafte parts of the earth. 
On 'the rind of a piftachio, he could Co 
clearly pom-tray a field, of battle, with 
the reprefentation of its mountain-like 
elephaints, yaii encampments, hofts of 
heroes, r bands of warriors, and extenfive 
line of adjon, that. the ftruggles of tne 
Ruftum-rhearted,*^ and tKe attacks of the 
courageous on each^ other, -alfo the dii^ 
tindion . of the valiant man from the 
coward,-: would appear diftinftly at once 
to the eye. 



t , , 



_ ./The revolutions of this ^zure canopy 
tiBiged . with gold, had not beheld with 

the 

• - • . ♦. . < 

' The Hero of the cclebrajcd Pocra of Firdofi. 
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the eye of fancy or gaze. of imagination, 
fuch an enchanting artift of magic pen, 
nor hoary time heard, upon this varied 
{lirface, of amafter of fuch exquifite ikill 
and wonderful execution. By the nice 
touches of his miraculous pencil, the 
iigured bird, like the real one of the 
garden, feemed ready to burfl: forth in 
fong ; and, throi^gh the nurture of his 
charm-like pen, the imagery of fancy 
Ipnmg up like flowers glowing in freih- 
neis and beauty. Without exaggeration, 
if Mani,^ painter of the Arzung, had ftill 

on 

5 A celebrated Pcrfian painter, who in the third 
century pretended himfelf the Paraclete, or Com- 
forter foretold by Chrift, and-eilabliihed a numerous 
fcfl. Being pcrfccuted by Shapore, (Sapores) he 
Hed to Eaftern Tartary, where he amufed himfdf A 
painting, and pretended his performances were 
■given him by angels. The book in which they 
were bound, he called Arzung, or Ertung. His 
religion was a mixture of Indian, Magian, Chrifiian, 
and Mahummedan tenets. His. followers, among 
whom were even many patriarchs and btfhops, 
became known in £urope by the name cf M^i- 
cheans.— Vide Richardson, p. 1566. 
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on the page of life prefervcd the portrait 
of cxiftence,he would have acknowledged 
him for his mafter^ and adored his 

(km. 

VBRSE. 

By his drawings he gave good tidings to 

fortune ; 
From hisjkilljhe opened the gates of Euclid i 
In fus fancy rofejketches unajjiftedby the pen. 
He was a qutck artiftj and exalt delineator. 
In delicacy of outline^ fo nice was his 
touchy that he could Jketch a figure in tranf- 
parency on water. 

To the above-mentioned famous 
painter, difguifed as a merchant, the 
prince entrufted various rarities of the 
age, and numerous curiofities of the 
world, that under fuch a charafter, tra- 
ining to the delightful country of the 
bereaver of his underftanding, and hav- 
ing pourtrayed on a filken leaf the un- 
Cijualled form of the angel who, unfeen, 

had 
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had (ubdued the kingdom of his mmd, 
he might bring it to his prefence. Be- 
nuzzeer^ having fixed the burthens of 
travel on the camels of reiblation^ mea- 
iured his ftages^ and in iwiftneis of 
career lightly reined as the weftem 
gale, after encountering various impedi* 
ments, hardihips and the inconvenien- 
cies of foreign countries^ having reached 
the paradifeJike empire, arrived at the 
city of Meenofowaud, which was the 
capital of the father of the hoori-fcKrmed 
princefs. Having fixed his abode in a 
garden * which was a place of recreation 
to Bherawir Banou, he opened his bag- 
gage ; and having taken ibme of his 
rareft conmiodities as an offering to the 
enjoyers of the fplendours beaming on 

thofe 

* The gardens of Eaftern princes have in general 
belonging Co them a caravan ferai, a market place» 
and mofque, with a college of dirvelhes. The rents 
of the two former are applied to the fupportof the 
latter. In the garden is often ere^ed the mattfo- 
leum of the founder. 



tWe attendant an the 'loyaJ couch,^ he 
flfbtained ihe^ honaur of an audience. 

The ^i^peror, being highly gratified 
With the -fight of his precious merchan- 
-4iKej according to the cuftoms of &- 
•voreigns, obferving the requifite att«n- 
^ ^ion to flkrangers, fhowered upon him 
iirmurs greater than the hwnan mmd 
tx)uld expeift, gnd^^ith coiidefcenfion and 
fciadne{s±hns interrogated iim : " From 
. ^ -what flourifliing region have you ar- 
^ rived:? and where are the manufaiSliO- 
: ^' lies of tfaefe rare good^ ? for no 
*^ mercharrtior trader ever before brought 
*^ fach estquifite pieces of worjcmanfbip 
** .and curious valuables to our court.'! 

Eenuzzeer, out of policy, mingling 

truth with fidion^ reprefented fuch de- 

, fcriptions of his country and fovereign, 

that admiration increafed in the mind of 

the emperor, from whofe prefence, when 

difmifled, 

* The c nfidcntial domcilics of the fovereign. 



CH. 2, GARDEN OF KNOWLEDGE. JJ 

difmifled, he returned to his quarters. 
The fame of his merchandize htingr 
fpread abroad in every divifion and 
ftreet, at length the attendants at the 
facred apartments of Bherawir Banou 
having heard it, conveyed the rumour to 
the audience of the damfels near the 
perfon of the princefs, brilliant as the fun. 
From the court of purity was ifliied the 
fublime order for the coming of Benuz- 
zeer to the prefence. For that day, 
making the fatigue of travel and excels 
of labour his apology, he requefted to 
be excufed, and thus reprefented : 

^^ The merchandize in my humble 
lodging is in general worthy the ap- 
proval of the attendants on their 
facred highnefs. Entirely with the 
view of offering my goods as a pefh- 
*^ cufh to the admitted within the veil of 
^^ purity, did I fubjed: myfelf, as of no 
" inconvenience, to the difficulties and 
*^ dangers of foreign travel. To God be 
VOL. I. G ** praifc 
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'^ praHe and thankigiving, that I have 
" attained my defire, and under the 
aufpices of upright intention, having 
in health and fafety pailed many dan- 
gerous wilds and perilous defarts, have 
at length reached the facred court of 
the emprefe of the age. 



«c 

€€ 






'* As, however, my bales are now 
opened, and repacking them to con- 
vey to the fublime palace muft be 
*^ attended with much rifque and trou- 
" ble, (though on fuch account to make 
excufe is intrufive in a dependant) if 
the auguft princefs, condefcending to 
'' indulge a ftranger, would in her 
glory and magnificence caft, like the 
phoenix,* the fliadow of good fortune 
on this Irim-envied garden,"" it would 

"be 

* The ihadow of the phoenix, in eallem 
romance, ia faid to be highly aufpicioos to the 
perfon on whom it falls. 

^ A fabulous garden and palace* often men* 
tioned in oriental poetry. It is faid to have 

beea 
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** be aufplcious to him, and amufing to 
*^ her highnefs. Further, whatever the 
^* fublime commands may decree, fer- 

c 2 ** vants 

been in Syria^ and laid out hy a prince of Ara« 
bia Felix, named Shuddaud, who, on hearing a 
defcription of Paradifc, profanely refolved to 
snake one fuperior to it on earth. The author 
of the Tofet al Mujalis thus defcribes the erec- 
tion, and its confequenee. A pleafant and ek- 
vated fpot being iixed upon, Shuddaud difpatched 
an hundred chiefs to colle^l fktlful art! (Is and 
workmen from all countries. He alfo command- 
ed the monarchs of Syria and Ormus to (end 
him all their jewels and precious metals. In 
the flru^ture of the palace, bricks of gold 
and filver were laid alternately, and the intcr- 
ftices lludded with precious Itones. Forty camel 
loads of gold, filver, 4nd jewels, were daily 
ufed in the btiilding, which contained a thou. 
fand fpacious guadrangles of many thoufand 
rooms. In the areas were artificial trees of gold 
and filver, wbofe leaves were emeralds, and fruit 
cluJlers of pearls and jeweU. The ground was 
flrewed with ambergris, muik, and faffron. 
Between every two of the artificial trees was 
planted one of delicious fruit. This romantic 
abode took up five hundred years in the com- 
pletion. 
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vants have only to obey, as fubmifnon 
is their duty here and hereafter.'* 



Bherawir Banou, honouring the re- 
queft of Benuzzeer with her royal com- 
pliance, on the following morning, when 
the enlightener of the world, having 

lifted 

pletion. When finiihed, Shuddaud marched to 
view it ; and» when arrived near, divided two 
iMindred thoufand youthful flaves, whom he had 
brought with him from Damafcus, into four de- 
tachments, which were Rationed in cantonments 
prepared for their reception on each fide of the 
garden, towards which he proceeded with his 
favourite courtiers. Suddenly was heard in the 
air a voice like thunder, and Shuddaud looking 
up, beheld a perfonage of majeflic figure and 
flern afpedt, who faid, ^^ I am the Angel of 
** Death, commiflioncd to feize thy impure fouK" 
Shuddaud exclaimed, *' Give me leifure to enter 
** the garden," and was defcending from his horfe, 
when the fcizer of life fnatched away his im- 
pure fpirit, and he fell dead upon the ground^ 
At the fame time lightnings flafhed and dellroyed 
the whole army of the infidel ; and the rofe- 
garden of Irim became concealed from the fight 
of man. 
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lifted his head from the collar of the eaft, 
had expanded the mantk of brilliancy 
over the earth, proceeding towards the 
garden, in an howduje* embroidered 
with gold, (the dazzling richnefs of 
whofe kubdeh " made the fun burn with 
envy) feemed like the moon entering the 
fign of Aries. The delicate natives of 
the garden, on the approach of this 
moving cyprefs, having loft their bloom 
of cheek, all fhrunk like water from a 
fenfe of inferiority, and withered. When 
feated on the mufnud of glory, ftie 
commanded the attendance of Benuzzeer. 

Benuzzeer, at thefe foul-gratifying 
tidings, from excefs of joy and exulta- 
tion, fwelled like the blofToming rofe- 
budj and, with fpeed equal to the 
breeze, haftening to the prefence of the 

c 3 blooming 

' A fort of clofe litter borne on men's fhculdcrs. 

"» A large golden knob, generally in the fhape 
of a pine-apple^ on the top of the canopy over 
the litter. 
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blooming fhoot of royalty, prefented 
Articles worthy of acxeptance. Bhera- 
wir Banou, feated behind the conceal^ 
ment of k clofe curtain, ordered fomd 
of her elderly attendants to receive the 
effedls from the hands of Benu22eer> 
and bring them within the veil. When 
the princefs had examined them, htt 
delight was fuch as cannot be exprefled 
in the narrow bounds of relation. 

She uttered their praifes and her 
approval in a loud tone, and command- 
ed her fervants, if he had any other 
articles, to bring them to her; upon 
which, after the ufiial obeifance, they 
reprefented, that he had yet a little caflc- 
et wrapped in velvet, but would not 
fiiew it. Bherawir Banou, fuppofing it 
muft contain fome ftill more precious 
article, commanded it to be opened ; but 
Benuzzeer, afFeding excu(es, would not 
confent, and the princefs thence became 
more importunate. 

When 
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When Benuzzeer perceived that her 
curiofity was at its height, and the objedt 
to which he had an eye was concerned in 
its gratification, he ^ with fubtle artifice 
thus represented: " Though the article 
on which I chiefly pride myfelf, and 
eftecm as the medium of my exalta- 
tion, is certainly this, yet, as it is a 
f' charge from a fovereign prince, I 
** cannot open it but in his prefence.*' 
On hearing this, the curiofity of Bherawir 
Banou was increafed from one to aa 
hundred fold, and Ihe requefted him 
with much intreaty to open the caflcet. 
Benuzzeer replied, " Though compli- 
*^ ance with this command, and engag- 
** ing in fuch an action, will occafion 
" defalcation in the truft of integrity ; 
*^ yet, as the wifh of the princefi 
** Afylum of the world is bent upon 
** this objeA beyond all bounds, I have 
" no remedy ; But, unlrfs the humbleft 
" of flaves fttall himfelf prcfent it to 

4 '' the 
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" the Keemia" imprcffive fights to view 
•' it is impoflible.*' 

As the impatience and cfcfire of 
Bherawir Bdnou to behold curiofities\and 
mafterpieces of art was extreme, and 
Benuzzeer apparently feemed a man of 
very great age and infirmity, ftie graced 
his petition with exalting compliance ; 
and gave orders that, without the flcreen 
of a curtain, he fliould acquire the rays 
of honour by a view of the beauties of 
her prefence. Benuzzeer, from exceflive 
joy and rapture forgetting himfelf, like 
the atom receiving new life from the 
beams of the (lin, quickly took the lock 
from the cafket, and by introdudion 
of the attendants on the retirement of 
purity and excellence, became admitted 
face to face to the fun of the heaven of 
beauty and perfeftion. At the firfl: 
glance, like a pidhired figure, becoming 
fpeechlefs and without fenfation or mo- 
tion, 

■ The philofopher's ftonc. 
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tion, his eye, from wild aftonifhment, like 
that of the Nergus, became fixed in 
gaze; fainting overpowered him, and 
the cafket fell from his hand on the 
ground. 

Bherawir Banou, alarmed at feeing 
the condition of Benuzzeer, exclaimed, 
*' What is the matter ? and whence the 
*^ caufe of thy being thus overcome?'* 
Benuzzeer, by his utmoft efforts col- 
lecting himfelf, replied, " O emblem of • 
the fun of empire ! on aecoimt 'of 
advanced life, the imbecility of age 
has vanquiflied my natural ftrength, 
" on which account, now and then thefe 
fits occur. As the poet obferves. 
Age is accompanied by an hundred 
^^ ailments." Opening now the lid of 
the caflcet, and taking out the portrait of 
Jehaundar Sultan, which he had drawn 
with his wonder-fketching pencil, he gave 
it into the hand of Bherawir Banou. 
The princefs, ftruck with the beauty of 

the 
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die figure, at once giving up her heart 
from her power, exclaimed, f' Whofe 
'^ refemblance is this, that diffiifes the 
** perfume of intimacjr over my (bul ?" 

Benuzzeer replied, '^ It is the por- 
trait of Jehaundar Sultan, heir to. the 
crown and ring of the empire of 
** Hindooflan, before whofe beauty and 
" grace Jofeph," except the gift of pra- 
*' phccy, would have held no eftimation. 
^' In flrength of body and dignity of 
f mind, Rufhim,' in comparifon to 
*• him, would have appeared inferior to 
'* Zaul.^ His munificence furpafles the 
** celebrity of Hatim Tai,' and his 
f^ mellifluent eloquence captivates into 
«' the fnare the fweets-loving parrot. 
** From envy of his graceful fleps, the 

" pheafant 

• The patriarch, fuppofcd to have excelled in 
beauty. 

P The hero of the Shaw Namma. 

1 The father of Rnftum. 
I ^ An Arabian chief renowned for liberality* 
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^^ pheafant has retired to the mountains. 
** When, in purfuit bf the garne^ he 
^^ mounts his fable-coloured courier 
*^ (wift as the eagle, the lion crouches 
^' into the den of the fox, and the hot 
** elephant (if he could) would conceal 
'^ himfelf in the hole of the ant. In 
** wifdom and penetration, he is the 
^^ Plato of his age, and in glory* and 
power a fecond Alexander.'' 



€t 



VERSE. 

^^ DipUfied in manners^ wifiy oBive^ 
** valiant \ in Uve^ gintu as a fawn ; in 
•* anger ^ furivus as a liBn. 

** A blooming rofe^ unblighted hy autumnal 

" blajis •, 
•* A vigorous Jhoot on the towering branch 

*' of youth. 
«• His ftature in beauty is as the wild 

" ^fprefs. 
*' ^he down hath not yet encircled his cheeks. 

•« Place 
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** Fiact him on the faddle of the courfef^ 
** he is like Rujlum. Seat him at the 
*• banquet y he is another Keikobaud.* 

•* In one nighty JhouU he of en the tre afury 

** of bounty^ 
** ^he winds toould receive the hoards of 

** Karoon} 
" Should he exclaim aloud^ and JamC appear^ 

At the flroke ofhisfabre^ he would forfeit 

" life: 



Bherawir Banou, from hearing this 
eloquent defcription of his accomplifh- 
ments, and beholding the beauty of his 
portrait, fhed the feed of love for Je- 

haundar 

• An ancient Perlian monarch. 

< Suppofcd to be the fame perfon called Korah in 
Numbers, chapter zvi. whom the Mahummedans 
defcribe as the jrouiin of Mofes. He is frequently 
alluded to by Perfian poets and moral i(ls» as ex- 
tremely handfome, ard immenfely rich from his 
knowledge of chymiftry, but proverbially fUngy, 
Vide Richardson, and Sale's Koran. 

^ Chief of the £vil Genii. 
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haundar Sultan in the foil of her heart, 
and planted the fhrub of afFedion for 
him in her mind. As modefty, however, 
withheld her robes, and maiden baftifiil- 
nefs reftrained her feelings, flie did not 
avow the fecret even to her own lips s 
but inwardly fetting in a blaze the eafily- 
kindling cotton of her mind with the 
flame of love, began to burn, and to 
eafe her torments requefted the portrait 
from Benuzzeer. With much art, re- 
fufing compliance with this demand, he 
faid, " May my . head and life be a 
facrifice even for the duft of the feet 
^ of the emprefs of the world, but your 
' humbleft of fervants at firft mention- 
* ed that this pidure was given to me 
^ in charge. On this point I dare not 
^ break my truft." 

The princefs replied, '^ I cannot be- 
'* lieve your declaration, becaufe the 
*' objed of your fpeech is void of the 
*^ ornaments of truth 5 for a bit of filk, 

« on 
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** on which a trifling figure is pourtray- 
** cd, is not an article worthy of royal 
*' commiffion." 

Benuzieer anfwered> '* O queen of 
** ladies of the age, if you look merdy 
** to the value of this fcrap of filk, 
** certainly it is not worth more than a 
*' few deenars s but when you confidcr 
*' the feelings and afFedion of a certain 
*^ perfonage who is enamoured with the 
^^ beauties of the ori^nal of this like- 
** nefs, and examine it in this view, 
** fhould you offer for it both worlds, 
" the verfe of ' bid higher ftill, for as 
" yet the price is rated too low,' '' would, 
in refped to this portrait, be verified. 
Emprefs of the world, the cafe is 
thus : The fovereign of the kingdom 
of Bengal, hath in the manfion of 
royalty a moon, among the admirers 

'' of 

^ In the poem of Jami, the patriarch Jofcph is 
faid to have been foM at Cairo by au^ion, and all 
the inhabitants to have been eager for his purchafe* 
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of whofe beauty is the world-illuming 
fun. 



it 
cc 

<.c 
<c 



" As from the relation of travellers 
in various countries, who glean a 
iheaf from every harveft, and (hatch a 
delicacy from every treat, the noble 
diipofition and fublime accomplifh* 
ments of this wakeful-ftarred prince 
( Jehaundar Sultan) became thorough- 
ly underftood by him, and that the 
odour of conqueft would from his 
*' perfon perfume the fenfe of the world, 
he became anxious to firing this pre* 
cious pearl of the cafket of purity on 
*^ the thread of his marriage union, and 
'^ to effedb a true junftion between the 
" Shumfhaud and the Rofe. There- 
fore, with eager importunity and a 
thoufand promifes, he requefled me to 
" procure his portrait j and I having 
■** now, at the inftigation of fo puiflant a 
** monarch, with much trouble obtained 
"** it, am now on my way to his prefence, 

<< where 
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*^ where I hope, in return for fuch an 
important fervice, I fhall receive fo 
large a fum and ample reward, that by 
** its means, becoming independent of 
*^ want and poverty for the refidue of 
** life, I may enjoy freedom from the 
*^ viciffitudes of chance, and be releafed 
** from the anxiety of fceking a live- 
" lihood.'' 

Bherawir Banou, who had given up 
her foul to the portrait, on hearing this 
account confidered with herfelf, and thus 
reafoned on her own condition. " I 
*^ have admitted unfeeing the dart of 
" love for this youth into my heart. It 
•* is certain that without attaining the 
*' honour of his union, life to me will 
*' be as death, and the bloom of exift- 
** ence be wafted in the extremeft tor- 
** tures of difappointment, which are 
more bitter than the expiring agony. 
To give up, therefore, this phoenix of 
the iky of excellence into the entan- 
" glements of another, and to fubmit 

" myfelf 
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*' myklf et^haiiied to my laft breath in 
'• defpair^ is for from the roks of felf- 
** prefervation. Let what may happen, 
it is adrifeabte that I keep in 
fight this talifman of the treaforc of 
^* good fortune, which may prove a key 
to the doors of felidty, and the har- 
binger rf attainment to my wifhes. 
Depending on the immeafiirablc 
*' bcRinty erf* God, which is the unfolder 
** of the difficukies of thofe who feek 
** aft objeA) aad giver of remedy to 
<* them who alk a cure, it is fitting that 
** I wait pati«nt!y to fee what may iflue 
^^ from the veD of concealment into the 
*^ plain of apparency, and on whofe 
** wilkes the fkics may favourably re- 
«' vi^e." 

Having pondered thus, fhc faid, 

«* Thy defire, merchant, is merely gold. 

'* From whomfoever you receive rt, thy 

•' ol^eA is gained. Sell to me this 

•* figured fiMc, and take withtsfct the 

VOL* I.' D *^ trouble 
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*' trouble of more fatigue, a fum which 
*^ never could have entered thy cxpofta- 
*' tion, and with fatisfadion of mind 
" purflie the route of thy wiihes. Thoa 
*' well knoweft that the world of chance 
*' in every moment plays an hundred 
*' various tricks. If, from excefs of 
'* covetoufnefs and utmoft greedinefs of 
*' gain, the moft blameable of fins, fa- 
.** crificing real advantage for imaginary 
*< hope, thou purfueft a road longer than 
the plain of avarice, and night and 
day liveft perplexed in labour ; moft 
probably calamity will occur, and thou 
be altogether deprived of reward. 
Hence, difappointment becoming the 
** bane of life, thou, during the re- 
^ mainder of thy age, wilt languifh for 
the princely fum I now offer thee, and 
expire with regret. Letting alone, 
'^ however, the confideration of my pro- 
** pofal, fuppofing you reach your in- 
" tended ftage in fafety, as the fituation 
'^ of man is not always in one pofture 

« poflibl> 
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*^ poffibly the Ikirt of the monarch's 
^ munificence may be fhortened, and 
^^ he may Qot fhew a liberality equal to 
*' yourwifhes. This circvunftance muft 
** occafion repining of mind and forrow 
*' of heart, to which will be added the 
** toil, vexation, and labour of travel. 
My meaning in this reprefentation is, 
that to give from the hands a prefent 
good for one in expedation, is not the 
diftate of prudence ; confequently, thy 
** true intereft lies in this, that thou turn 
not away from this advantageous pro- 
pofal : forfeit not fo valuable a tres- 
fiu-e, if thy fortunate ftar is afcendant : 
for a fcrap of filk, the revenue of a 
kingdom is offered/' 
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Benuzzeer perceiving that his charm 
had taken efFed on the mind of the 
Perie/ at firft placing himfelf in the 

D 2 gateway 

* The fuperftitions among the Mahummedart 
believe in aerial fpiiits, of whom the Peries are 

raid 
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gateway of denial, made feveral excuies ; 
but at length from policy drawing in the 
reins of refufal, fubmitted himfelf to con* 
fent, and having received frwn her river- 
like liberality valuable jewela and a vaftr 
film of money, delivered her the por- 
trait. 

During the time of his being ho- 
noured with her eicaltmg convcrfe, with 
keen obfervation and imjureffive fkill, he 
had drawn upon the page of his mind 
wiA the pencil of recoUedicm, die ftrik- 
ing lineaments of her angel-like features : 
and, being difmifTed, on returning to his 
quarters, immediately took up his mira- 
culous implements, and pourtrayed her 
likenefs on a piece of filk fo ftrongly, 
as not to deviate a hair'$ line from the 
rfegant ftature and hoori-envied coun- 
tenance of that fun of the heaven of 

beauty. 

fatd to be moft beautifuU ami that tbcy ire to 
be brought into the power of man by charms, ' 
pfsycr and abftinence. Hence tills expreifion. 
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beauty. You would fuppofe the deline- 
ator of omnipotence had drawn it with 
the pencil of divine decree. When the 
artfiil Benuzzeer had attained the obje<5k 
which he had. in view, being gracioufly 
difmiffed from the prefence of Bherawir 
Banou, he returned towards his own 
country i and fleeting over the ftages on 
the wings of fpccd, arrived at the palace 
of Sultan Jchaundar.'^ 



y Dow has giving very imperfeftly the bcgiH- 
B)ftg ef thi» chapter, and has altered the httcr 
part encirel/. In it he makes th« princcrsy ccffl.< 
trary to oriental moticfly, fit for her piflure to 
the painter, when acquainted with his difguife^ 
caufes her to deceive her father, and unnecef- 
htUj makes Benuzzeer betray himfelf. 



D a CHAP. 
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CHAP- V. 



Jdenuzzeer, when he became ex- 
alted by the fortunate audience and 
ennobling proftration at the throne of 
the prince, after the ceremonial praifes 
and thankfgivings, prefentcd the portrait 
of Bherawir Banou to his gracious view. 
What a form ! Though the heavens, in 
their azure canopy, difplay a thoufand 
heart-fafcinating beauties, one equal to 
this was never beheld, even in fan^y. 
The Mani of antient days, in the opera- 
tions of the world, had never pourtrayed 
fuch a miraculous fketch with the pencil 
of imagination on the tablet of defign. 
At view of the garden of its clear- 
nefe and brilliancy, the lap of fight was 

fiUed 
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filled with flowers, and from the over- 
flowing of its wifdom-enfnaring beauty, 
the goblet of appearance was crowned with 
wine. The pen, while delineating traits 
of the charms of fuch a perie-fafcinating 
form, like the ftem of the N^rgus, be- 
comes verdant in the hands of the writer. 
The pictured nightingale, from ardour 
to behold the rofe-envied countenance 
of fuch a charmer, would, if it could, 
attempt to fly. 

The prince, on the firfl: glance of 
this accompliflied figure and heart-grati- 
fying portrait, became like Mujjenou," 
a forlorn pilgrim in the path of defire 
for enjoyment of Bherawir Banou. 
From the inebriation of love, he fell like 
the intoxicated from his throne, and 
was in an inftant, as the embroidery of 
his couch, a lifelefs figure on the furface 
of the carpet. His officers and attend- 
ants, at fight of his condition becoming 

D 4 alarmed, 

' The hero of a celebrated poem* 



akrmed^ had recouHe to phyfkuuis, and 
poured ro&^wUcr on his face ; but Be* 
mizzeer, better acquainted with the 
pulie of his lieart, made all retire from 
his pilbifir. Reclining the prince's head 
on his hoCamy and having recovered him 
jfram the heart'-buming fit^ he re-ieated 
him on his throne. However^ the entnul- 
piercing dart of love had penetrated his 
ibul) and he could not be freed from 
the hand of paffion for its objeft. In- 
voluntarily impelled to tear the collar of 
patience^ having put the ring • of frenzy 
into the ear of iifei he turned from every 
thing el& to his bebved idol. He for* 
ibok the path of reputation^ and bowing 
the head of fubmiflion and forehead of 
fiicrifice to the power of love, laid pru- 
dence iifide. The report of his madneis 
reached every ward and ftrcet of the 
metropolis -, till at length, the attendants 
at the foot of the imperial throne^ re- 

prefented 

* The ear-ring in Afia is worn by flaves as 
a badge cf icnrttiide. 
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• * 

prefentcd an account of his fituation to 
the prcfcncc. 

The monarch, on hearing the heart- 
rending circumftances, became fettered 
in the chains of grief; and fummoning 
the prince to his clofet, opened to him 
the gates of admonition, and poured the 
royal pearls of advice into the lap of his 
condition. As, however, the ears of 
Jehaundar were flopped by the envenom- 
ed cotton of love, the remarks of wit 
dom found no entrance to his mind ; and 
not in the leaft advancing his foot to- 
wards the path of compliance, he, like 
his own blood-dropping eyes, ran more 
violently on his way. The emperor was 
overwhelmed in the whirlpool of for- 
row, and having fommoned his intelli- 
gent viziers tod wife ftatefmen, explain- 
ers of difficulty, fought their affiilance to 
unravel this indilfoluble knot. By the 
didates of forefighted policy, and pru- 
dence-approving ikill, howeverfomuch: 

thej 
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they endeavoured with wife ichemes to 
repair this rent, and devifed various re- 
medies, none became fuccefsful : the 
flame more rapidly increafed^ and the 
fire of madnefs in the fecret ftove of the 
prince's mind> glowed with redoubled 
ardour. 

When the fkilfiil phyficians and wife 
prefcribers, in every path of contrivance 
which they purfued, had found no index 
to their objed, out of perplexity, all the 
the faculty agreed in this point, namely^ 
day and night to relate to this^ youthful 
ibvereign of the region of frenzy, ftrange 
tales and furprizing anecdotes in debafe- 
ment of women, and of the inconftancy 
of that fickle fex, as perchance fuch a 
remedy might prove beneficial to the 
fever of his madnefs,** 

* Dow has given merely a fummary of the 
leading circumllances in this chapter, but ftill 
vyith alteration, and the language is any thing 
l^t tranilation; 

'":i' CHAP. 
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CHAP. VI. 



SrORT L 

V>NE of the intelligent attendants 
thus introduced the charmer of eloquence 
into the bride-chamber of narration. 

There was a young man of noble 
quality, who poflefled an ample fliare of 
riches and bleffings> and who had ac- 
quired of the requifites for the enjoy- 
ment of life fujflicient ftore. For ftrength 
of mindy and vigour of bodily frame, he 
was unequalled by the contemporary 
youths and unparalleled in valour and 
fortitude. In generofity and benevo- 
lence, he bore away the ball of excel- 
lence 
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lence from his fellows and aiTociates^ 
and excelled all in perfonal beauty and 
outward graces. He had married a wife 
from among the daughters of his own 
tribej and his heart was attached to her 
to that degree, that he for an inftant 
could not bear to be abfent from her ; 
and, conftantly eager to preferve her af- 
fedion and retain her love, preferred her 
iatisfadion to every other objeft. The 
wife alfo, held by the chain of love, and 
iaptivated in the net of affeftion for her 
hufband, like a handmaiden, night and 
day ftrove to ferve him with fubmiflion 
and humility. If for an inftanty the 
young man, for the management of his 
^flairs, or to procure the neceflaries of 
life, (from which the ftrugglers in the 
confined fpace of this borrowed world 
have no refource) went abroad, the 
wife, fliedding the wine of underftanding 
from the goblet of her brain, let fall a 
deluge of tears from the fountain of her 
ejresv In every ftreet and alley of the 

city 
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city nothing was fpoken of by either (ex 
but the ftory of their loves j and wherc^ 
ever two met together, they converied 
upon nothing elfe but the anecdotes of 
the aife&ion of thefe diftinguiihed per- 
fonages. The young man being fond 
of the chacte, every morning went to the 
field, and bringing home game> with his 
beloved quaffed draughts of wine, and 
enjoyed favoury diihes made of his ac«> 
quifitions. 

By accident, between this young man 
and the brother of the governor of the 
city a ftrong friend/hip took place, and 
the foundation of regard' ^)^d union was 
confirmed, fo that the latter moft days 
vifited the houfe of the former to drink 
wine- One day, his eye fell upon the 
wife i their looks met, and the difhoneft 
wretch, at the inftigation of the devil, 
forgetting altogether former obligations, 
friendfliip, and gratitude, out of fenfual 
luft became eager to enjoy her. Having 

found 
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found out an old go-between, oneof thofe 
artful wretches deftruftive of dbmeftic 
honour, he fent her to the wife to difclofc 
his paffion, and entreat an interview. For 
fome time fhe refufed -, but, as in the 
watery and clayey compofition of women 
there is no fteadinefs or conftancy, and in 
the mind of this fex not a hair's line of 
fidelity can be traced ; at length, finking 
the boat of afFeftion for her hufband in 
the whirlpool of annihilation, and obli- 
terating with the point of vicious ardour 
the charafters of regard and attachment, 
which fhe had employed an age in 
Iketching, fhe gave up herfelf to error. 
Like the rofe, tearing*" the collar of her 
own purity and the honour of her huf^ 
band, fhe founded the drum of ill fame 
through the four quarters of difhonour. 

When 

* Eaftcrn poets fable the nightingale and rofe to 
be enamoured of each other. The latter, when 
full blown, is fuppofed incontinently to rend its 
bud with paffion for the former. Hence the above 
czpieffion. 
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When fome time had pafled in this 
manner, at length furmifes and reports 

began to (pread among the neighbours, 
of a bufinefs fo deftrudlive to the fragile 
vafe of charadler and reputation. The 
wife began to dread the fword of her 
hufband's vengeance, and alarm for her 
life overpowered her mind. Having, 
out of wickednefs and folly , refolved on 
the bafe refource of elopement, ftie com- 
municated the defign to her paramour. 
The impure wretch, regarding this as 
an important blefling, entered firmly 
into the meafure, and they waited impa- 
tiently for an opportunity to fly. At 
length, the hufband according to cuftom 
went to hunt, and having roufed an 
antelope, fhe bounded towards a village, 
the refidence of the parents of his 
wicked fpoufe. The young man pur- 
fuing got the game into his ppwer juft at 
the entrance of the place. As the deer 
of the foreft of the feven azure ^ plains 

had 

* The ikies. Eaflern poets perTonifj the rifing and 

ietling 



hid retired into die cave of the irdk, and 
die hufband, from much fatigue m jmr- 
&UU found hunfelf unable to return to 
his own houTe, he from neceffity entered 
the village> and took up his lodgings 
under the roof of his rektions, to whom, 
After putting by a part for his bdovcd^ 
he prefented the remainder of his game. 
He himfelf had no inclination to cat, 
which the hoftsobferving, were diftreflfed 
in mind, and enquired the caufe oif his 
difguft^ for to them their gucft was very 
dear. The young man replied, " I 
" will not conceal from you that my 
*• love for your daughter is ardent, and 
*^ it is a long time, during which we 
^^ have not, but in company with each 
^* other, extended our hands to eat, nor 
** has this been from compliment, but 

" true 

fcttrng of the fun and moon accoTcling to rhe fubjcft 
of their campoilcioRy which to the ideas of a europeaa 
readef often appears truly rklicuk>us. If a Perlian 
writes even of a moufe, Sol and Luna are fure 
to rife and fet in the difguifc of the little 
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'^ true afFedion 5 therefore, in time of 
abfence from her, my foul refts not 
for an inftant in my body. On this 
*^ account, eXcufing me, vex not your 
** own gentle minds. A part of the 
** venifon I have kept, that, if fate Ihall 
fpare me, I may eat it to-morrow in 
company with that beftower of new 
" lifej and quaff wine under the arch of 
" her crefcent-formed eyebrow.*' 

The father and mother of the impure 
woman, on hearing this, were filled with 
pleafure ; while the fimple hulband, 
unfufpicious of the crooked minds of 
females, pafled the night till early dawn 
in reftleffnefs and anxiety. The profli- 
gate wife, with hardnefs of heart, infide- 
lity, and vice, informed her paramour 
of the abfence of her hufband, and by 
the contrivance of her unworthy cunning 
and treacherous artifice, having formed 
a plot, became the direftrefs of her foul 
gallant in crime and wickednefs. In the 

VOL. I. E middle 
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middle of the night, by her defire, he fct 
fire to one end of her hoixfe, and meant- 
ing a courfer fwiftly-paced as lightning, 
ftationed himielf at the door,with anotho* 
fteed, fleet as the weitem gale, of Perfian 
defcent. After a ftiort interval, when 
the fire fpread, and the hand of human 
endeavour became unable to quench the 
flames, the abandoned wife, from whofe 
brain this blaze of calamity had arifen, 
hypocritically uttered loud fcreams, and 
awakened her mother-in-law and maid 
fervants, who, overcome by fright, be- 
gan, to throw out the houfehold goods. 
Seizing this opportunity as precious, flic 
(lipped out, and mounting the fteed, in 
con^^p^ny with her paramour, dived into 
the night, and pofted rapidly to a dif- 
tant city ; where a houfe being hired, 
the two impure wretches remained con- 
cealed. Here, to the extent of their 
wiihes, they began to fcattcr the duft of 
difgrace on the head of their conditions, 

and 
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and engaged in quaffing the wine of 
adultery. 

When the fire was at length «- 

tinguifhed, the mother-in-law not find- 
ing her daughter, explored every part of 
the ruined manfion with much alarm. 
Though fhe hurried over every comer 
of the buildings of her, like the phoenix, 
(he could behold no trace. Sufpeding 
now that fhe muft have been burnt ih 
the fire, the old lady began immediately 
to weep, and give way to lamentation. 

In a /hort time, the young*hulband, 
tortured by the flame of ardent love, 
and having fislt a Icmg night*s pain of 
abfence, with impatient fondnefs reached 
his home. He beheld the houfe a heap 
of aihes, his mother in mourning, ftrew- 
ing duft upon her head, and every trace 
of his wife vaniihed away. Amazement 
and dread confounded his mind. He 
tremblingly enquired of his dqmeftics 

E 2 what 
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what was the accident, and whence came 
the deftruftion of his houfc ? They in- 
formed him of the fire, and that their 
miftrefs was burnt in the flames. 

Inftantly on hearing this, the fire of 
madnefs feized the vefl: of the young 
man's foul, the tears of defpondency 
flowed from his eyes, and 4n extreme 
anguifh he uttered this verfe ; " Alas- ! 
*^ alas! has no one beheld my beloved ? " 
He now commanded that the bones 
fliould be fearched for in the fire, ia 
order to be buried ; but no relic of them 
appeared. 

The hufljand was aftonifhed at this 
circumftance, and thought within him- 
felf what could have become of the 
woman, and what could have been 
the caufes, that no remains of her 
could be found. If flie was burnt, cer- 
tainly fome one of her members would 
have appeared ; and how was it pofliblc 

that 
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that a living perfon fhould fo burn in a 
fire, that no one could tell the leaft of 
the accident from beginning to end, or 
the fmalleft relic be left to the eye. The 
fiifpicion now ftruck the young man, 
that poflibly, as the nature of woman is 
leavened with infidelity, having invented 
a fidlion, or formed a plot, ftie might 
poflibly herfelf have fet fire to the man- 
fion of her family honour. This idea 
became fixed in his mind. He arofc 
from thence, and went to the houfe of 
the governor's brother, that he might 
tell to him the fecret of his heart, and 
afk his afliftance. When he arrived at 
his houfe, he received intelligence, that 
fmce midnight he had difappeared. 

The young man was now convinced 
that the fcandalous wretch, from vice 
and wickednefs, had concerted with the 
governor's brother, and fcattered the 

filth of criminality on the veft of her 
chaftity. From thence, having difguifed 

E 3 his 
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his perfon in a clay^oloured veft^ aad 

nibbed his head and face with alhes, like 

world-roaming dirvefhes,* he began to 

meafure the road o( fearch, and eagerly 

purfued the path of enqiiiry. In each 

city and town on his route, he examin* 

ed every ftreet and window of the 

houfes, till at laft he arrived at thtj 

place where the two impures were ewt- 

cealedi and, as it happened, at ooce 

^me to the door of the houfe they in*- 

habited. The old procurefs, whom he 

knew, coming out, the young man (now 

foperior to her^ in experience) aiked^ 

*' What is a certain female doing ?" 

The fimple matron replied without h&- 

fitation, " She is quaffing with her lover 

*^ the cup of mutual enjoyment." The 

young man continued, " Tell her. Thy 

hulband ftands at the gate, ^ad if thy 

coming here was without thy will, 

haften now, and feize the opportunity 

of efcape." The weak old woman 

immediately 

^ Such is their habit and coftom. 
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immediately returned, and delivered the 
meflage of the hufband to the infamous 
wife J who, on hearing it, loft the trea- 
iure of her fenfes, and the colour faded 
upon her cheeks. Putting her head out 
of a window, flie beheld her hufband 
ftanding in a beggar's habit, greatly 
diftrefled and agitated ; upon which, 
coming in confufed hafte to her lover, 
flie informed him of the circumftance, 
and (aid, ** Before my hufband can feize 
** us, and while the ability is not loft 
'* from our hands, it is proper to go 
** hence, or our affairs will end in dif- 
** appointment." The wicked gallant 
inflantly taking her out by a back door, 
mounted her upon a courfer fleet as the 
wind, and commanded two of his fer- 
vants, on whofe courage and alertnefs he 
could place full dependance, that travel- 
ling upon the wings of fpe^d they fhould 
condudt her to another city, and conceal 
her in a habitation where no one would 

fufpeft her to be. 

E 4 The 
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The hufband, when he faw his wife 
put her head out of the window, fud- 
denly turned another way, and feemed 
not to obferve her. Liftening after this, 
he heard no voices within doors ; upon 
which he gueffed it was fhe who had 
kindled the fire of calamityo and that flic 
was the fcatterer of the duft of her own 
diihonour. He then thought within 
himfelf, " It is not improbable, but that 
*' this houfe may have two entrances, 
" that fhe may go out at the other 
'* while I am ftanding at this, and am 
*^ meafuring the air with my hands/' 
He now haftened to the back part of the 
houfe, where he faw a female clofely 
veiled, and mounted on horfeback, at- 
tended by two fhaters ' completely arm- 
ed, holding a ftirrup on each fide, and 
hurrying away with the utmoft precipi- 
tation. From her fize and appearance, 
he knew her to be his diftidnourable 
wife. Exerting his agility, and having 

come 

^ Couriers^ or running footnoen. 
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come up with them, he drew from the 
fcabbard a flint-piercing fcymetar, with 
which, at one blow, he ilruck one of the 
attendants to the ground of annihilation. 
The other, on beholding his companion 
in this {late, alarmed for his own life, 
turned his face topflight, and the valiant 
young man feizinjg the bridle, mounted 
the horfe, and fpeeded with his wife 
before him towards his own city. Oa 
his arrival near it, refleding upon the 
fcandal of appearing thus in daylight, he 
flopped in a garden ; intending, under 
the darknefs of night, to punifh^ his 
wicked partner in a way that the veil of 
fecrecy might not drop off, and then to 
return home. As he had undergone 
much fatigue in travelling from town to 
town, and fearching every ftreet, lane, 
• and 

t Probably to put her to dearfi. There is too 
much reafon to believe, that in countries where 
women are fccluded, the Jealous hufband with 
impunfty puniflics the wife, innocent or guilty, 
with death, more efpecially in the higher ranks 
of life. 
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md alky, wearmefs an4 pain had be^ 
numbed his limbs. He lay down) and 
ordered the wife to chafe ^ hb feet^ wktn 
fisddenly, the ambiUhed robbers of drcfw^ 
fine& having attacked the cafila * of kii 
vigilance, plundered the treaAire of hte 
ienfes -, and under the influence of M§ 
flumbering ftars, haying extended ki« 
limbs like thofe of a body bereaved of iti 
foul, he lay entirely overcome by fleep. 

As the juggling fky in ev^ry revo- 
iution brings forth fome novel deceptiDn> 
the governor's brother, learning what 
had happened, followed in purfuit, and, 
fey tracing the marks of his horfe's fhoes 
^n the road, at length reached the gate 
*^f the garden. He entered, and beheld 
die drowiy-ftarred hufband faft aflcep, 
like his own negleftful fortune, and the 
wife fitting by him. Efteeming the op- 
portunity 

^ This is commonly done in caflcm countries, 
tD promote circulation of the blood. 
'Caravan. 
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portuiiity pt«ck)U$, be drew ffom its 
icabbard ail highly tempered blade> m- 
tendii^ to lay the unfortunate main more 
tcHTptdon the b^d -of death; but the 
fevage woman, innately wicked, pre* 
Vented him from it, and iaid, ^' Thia 
*^ black-ftarred wretch is not defcrving 
*' enough to pais in fo eafy a manner to 
*^ hell, but merits a variety of punifli- 
'* ment and torture. It is neceflary firft 
*^ to impr^ our revenge in this world 
*' of retaliation on the mind of this evil-* 
*^ fated wretch, and afterwards difpatch 
^* him head downwards to the infernal 
^^ r^ions, fo that to his laft moments, 
in his heart may remain, like the 
ftreaks of a tutip>^ the wounds of 
*^ agonizing pain." She then affifted 
her gallant in binding his hands and feet 
with a cord. 

During 

^ Scars and wouQds by Perfian writer^'' are 
compared to the ftreaky tints of the tulip* Te 
J£ttiopeani the figure appears Grange* 
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During this operation, the poor huC- 

band^ opening his eyes, beheld fate 

fitting at his elbow, the meilenger of 

death hovering over his head, and any 

poffible relief loft from his hands. He 

blamed his own fimplicity and want of 

forefight, but remedilefs, according to 

the maxim, that it is impoflible to erafe 

the written decrees of fate, refigned him- 

felf to deftiny . The infamous woman, 

throwing the cord over the branch of a 

tree, drew it up till her hufband became 

fufpended head downwards, and, like a 

rope-dancer, dangled in the air; while 

fhe, with impudent fmiles and leers, fat 

before his face with her gallant, and 

quaffed wine from the goblet of mirth. 

" Now is the period arrived,*' faid 
this infamous adult^refs, ** that I AaM 
** enjoy ample revenge, and pour the 
^^ venomous dregs of agony into the 
*^ throat of this heaven-deferted wretch. 
" In the moment of expiring life, he 

« fhaU 
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fhall tafte the bitternefs of witiiefflng 
the happinefs of a rival. Wit;Ji mul- 
*' tiplied torture (hall his head be fe- 
*' vered from his impure neck, and hung 
** upon his fhoulders. For fueh crimes 
*' as his, a milder punifhment ought not 
** to await him.'* 

The unfortunate hufband, when he 
beheld what he ought not to have {ttn, 
though tortured by bodily pain, in ex- 
treme agony and diftrcfs of foul, fought 
redrefs from the power of the All-feeing, 
under convidion that, " whoever truft^ 
" firmly in God, will afluredly be de- 
" livered."' 

At length, (by divine decree) from 
intoxication of liquor, the brains of the 
wicked adulterers became exhaufted of 
underftanding, and they fell down fenfe- 
lefs from exceflive drunkennefs on the 
bed of evil deftiny, while their goblets, 

filled 

' A vcrfc from the Koran. 
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£Ued to the l>rim, remaned upon iht 
t»rpet. The hufband, fufpended head 
tiownwanl8> beheld the wretched fitua- 
tion of thefe abandoned beings^ but had 
not the power of rerenge. 

At this crifis, by command of the 
omnipotent diredor of fate, a black 
fiiake, devourer of blood, fuddenly de- 
fcending from an upper branch of the 
tree, entwined himfelf round the unhappy 
hufband, and vnih venom-fworn mouth 
glid^ his head clofe to his face, bending 
over his eyebrows with fierce and poi- 
fonous look. The young man, from 
alarm at this life-endangering peril, 
emblematic of fudden death, was over- 
powered, and faid in his heart, " Graci- 
^* ous God! what is this that has 
*' happened to me ! Sufpended head 
^* downwards from the branch of a tree, 
*' and tied hand and foot by cords, 
having witncfled under my own eye 
fuch heart-afflicfting difgrace ; with all 

*' this 
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<^ this calamity, a deftrudHve demon, at 

^' fight of whofc form the gall diflblves 

*^ to Water, refts upon my head, threat- 

^^ ening at every breath my diflblution. 

^' What evil deed or unworthy affion 

*' can have been committed by me, all 

^* guilty as I am, that God in retribution 

^^ for it hath involved me in (lich tof- 

^* ments, and fentenced me to fudi 

variety of punifliment in this world f 

Moft probably, this life-^eftroying 

f ^ monfter, after a few more refpirations 

of life, to which death is preferable, 

will with his blood-devouring venom 

*^ blot the eharafters of my being from 

'^ the tablet of exiftence. Since, how-*- 

*^ ever, the pen of almighty providence 

" muft have inferted in the volume of 

*^ decree his commands relpedking iuch 

*^ an ill-fated wretch as myfelf, and 

'* that I ftiould hurry to the bourn of 

'^ annihilation in this difgrace and diC- 

" appointment ; what refource is there, 

*' but that I fhould refign myfelf tp my 

*' lot. 
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** lot, and give up the treafure of life to 
** the demand of death. Yet my fe- 
vered grievance is, that thefe aband- 
oned and infamous profligates, having 
efcaped from my hands, have met 
*^ again in the enjoyment of their wifhes, 
" while I depart from the prifon of this 
*' trouble-founded manfion, according 
*' to the wifh of my enemies. In my 
" grave I will utter the fire-heated figh ; 
** and from the clay of my tomb, the 
** vapours of my Ibrrows fhall afcend to 
** the heavens.** 

Such were the foliloquies of the huf- 
band, thus enchained in the grafp of 
misfortune, with his own heart, when 
the fnake wound himfelf to the earth, 
and gradually cui-ving to the pillows of 
the two criminals, crept three times round 
them,' and at each glanced upon them 
with his poifon-inflamed eyes. After 
this, approaching a goblet filled with 
wine, he fmelt at it, and when the fumes 

of 
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of the liquor reached his fcent, ereded 
his head^ and with furious rage difcharg- 
ing the venomed particles in his mouth, 
flied a few drops of a yellow colour in- 
clining to green, into the cup. Then 
returning to the fufpended hufband, in 
the fame manner as before, twining round 
his body, and for an inftant holding hia 
mouth clofe to his face, he gave a gentle 
look at him, and afcencHng the branches 
of the tree by the way he had come, 
difappeared from fight. 

The confined hufband, at fight of 
fuch a wonderful circumftance, became 
overwhelmed in the ocean of amazement, 
and was unable to comprehend the va- 
rious myfteries of the inventor without 
deceit or juggle ; nor did he conceive 
what wine of his flcill was fermenting in 
the goblet, or, from the revolutions of 
the changeful fkies, what wifdom-puz- 
zling novelty would [next appear on 
the furface of adkion. When a little 
VOL. I. F interval 
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interval after this had elapfed, the adul- 
terer awoke from the fleep of intoxka- 
tiorij and fitting up, beheld his nu&xtfs 
flumbering on the bed of repofe, in the 
attitude of gracefulnefs, and the full cup 
glowing like the rofe befide him. When 
the confufion of his head was fomewhat 
fettled, he feized the envenomed draught, 
and fwallowed it at one gulp. In half 
an hour, the deadly poifon taking full 
eiFed, made him drunk with the wine of 
annihilation; and foon afterwards the 
wicked adulterefs awoke, and beheld her 
lover overcome with the liquor of death. 

At fight of this, becoming afflifted 
with excefiive grief, flie was plunged 
into the ocean of amazement, and could 
not in the leaft divine, how the wine 
from the ftill of death had been poured 
into the chryftal cup of his exiftence, or 
his head fallen from the foft pillow of 
life on the earth of deftru6tion. As 
Ihe had thus fuddenly been hurled from 

the 
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the fhore of hope into the whirlpool of 
defpair, and the elevating intoxication 
of .enjoyment was changed into the con- 
fufcd giddinefs of defpondency, rage 
now became predominant in her abomi- 
nable mind, and the fpirit of fury fliook 
her frame. Snatching, with hafte, the 
keen fibre of her dead paramour from 
the fcabbard, fhe ruflied towards her 
hufband, intending to difpatch the un- 
fortunate man, and to pour out the 
wine of life from the bowl of his 
exiftcnce on the ground of deftrudion. 

The hufband, when he faw his wick- 
ed partner, in the agitations of rage and 
emotions of fiiry, with a drawn fey metar, 
was alarmed ; for, bound as he was hand 
and foot, and fufpended head downwards 
from the branch of a tree, he could not . 
even have encountered a moufe, but flill 
lefs his wife, who was as a favacre cat. 
Remedilefs, he condefcended to try con- 
ciliatory intreaties, and faid, "Appeafe 

F 2 " tiivfelf 
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** thyfelf an inftant, and liftcn to a few 
" words of requeft, which, fhould they 
" prove acceptable to thy gentle mind^ 
<* fomuch the better; if not, the power 
" is in thy hands." 

The wife now laying down the wea- 
pon, exclaimed, ^^ Ah ! thou villain, 
" deferving of impalement, fpeak quick- 
" ly what thou haft to fay." The un- 
fortunate captive in the fnare of calamity, 
having firft foothed her with many 
gentle expreflions, with all humility and 
foftnefs continued thus : 

'^ In what has been done by thee, I 
** am convinced thou hadft no power; 
" for, as in the divine records the fcribe 
" of decree chofe to ornament the edicts 
" on my forehead" with thefe flourilhes 

" of 

■ The Mahummedans believe that the decreed 
events of every man's life are imprcfTed in 
divine charaders on his forehead, though not to 

be 
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^* of difgrace, and the pen of fate had 
*' fketched on the leaves of providence 
^^ (uch difhonourable charaders in my 
*' name, wifdom permits me not to be 
*' angry with fuch an angel-faced and 
" fun-refplendent charmer as thyfelf. 
" As not the leaft injury can be fufpedt- 
^ ed from me to thyfelf, of what benefit 
*^ will be my murder ? What advantage 
** can arife from fhedding the blood of 
" one from whofe exiftence we fear no 
^' harm ? If, indeed, that honourable 
*^ perfonage who gave up his foul to 
^^ thy love, had not departed to the cave 
^' of death, then to burn the thorns of 
" my life in the fire of diflblution would 
" have been of ufe; but now, (may his 
*^ foul repofe in the moft blifsful para- 
" dife !) as he has deferted this perifh^ 

F 3 " able 

be fcen by mortal eye. Hence they ufe the 
wprd Nuflecb, angUce (lamped, for defliny. 
Moft probably, the idea was taken up by Ma- 
hummud from the fealing of the E4e£t, men- 
tioned in the Revelations. 
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** able world, it is better that thou 
*^ refign thyfelf to patience> and cover 
" the impcrfeftions of my faults with 
** the veil of forgivenefe. You well 
** know that I am a man, who, though 
^^ the millftone of the fkies was defcend- 
'' ing on my head, would not deviate 
" from my promife, and I now folemrily 
^* declare, that if at prefent, regarding 
*^ our former connexion, thou wilt ipare 
** my blood, I will efteem thee dearer to 
** me than ever, nor hurt even a hair of 
** thy head. In this world of chance, 
'^ between lovers and their beloved, fuch 
** affairs as ours very frequently occur. 
" Thou art not the inventor of them, 
^^ nor didft thou form them of thyfelf. 
*^ It is not fitting, then, for fuch a 
*' flight error, which happened by the 
^^ decrees of fate, that I fhould gird my 
*' loins in revenge againft one like thee 
*^ fo gentle. Truly faith the poet, 

VER§E. 
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VERSE. 

«< Jf from thy mufky trejjes a fault has 

** happened J let it pafs» 
" If fnm thy black mole cruelty befet me^ 

" let it pafs. 
" If^ heart J from thy magic glance^ was 

** pierced^ let it pafs. 
** If quarrels happen among lovers^ let them 

" pafs. 
** There can be no difguji at thy a£lions ; 

" bring the wine % 
•• Every vexation^ when we are reconciled^ 

" vanifhesaway** 



The fool-deceiving flatteries of the 
hufband overcame the wife. Immedi- 
ately loofening the bands from his hands 
and feet, and releafing him from the cap- 
tivity of deftruftion, (he proftrated her 
head at his feet to beg forgivenefs of her 
paft crimes. The young man, regarding 
his promife, refrained his hands from 
killing the infamous woman i and, hav- 

F4 ing 
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ing ofFered up proper thankfgivings at 
the throne of the Almighty, he returned 
to his houfe. Folding up his fkirt 
from the cares of this world, he retired 
to a fmall and obfcure apartment, and 
employed himfelf the reft of his days 
in religious duties. 



To be captivated, my prince, with 
the outward beauty of women ; tg com- 
mit thyfelf to the wild wafte of madneis, 
and for a few days enjoyment to prefer 
an age of vexation, cannot be among the 
inftitutes ofwifdom, nor have theadorn- 
ers of the aflembly of learning and 
prudence approved fuch conduftj be- 
caufe the rofy cheek of woman is un- 
blefled by the tinge and perfume of 
conftancy, and apparently this worthless 
fex, like pafte, is merely femblance, 

VERSE. 
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VERSE. 

ff^fien poets were depiSing injiances of con- 

Jlancy^ 
At the chapter of wonun they flopped their 

pens. V 
Whenfhe can Jit at the gate of another^ 
She no longer wijhes to fee thine. 
Woman may be a friend^ but only for afeafon. 
While fhe can get no other ^ fhe will be kind 

to thee.'' 



" Dow concludes what he has given of this 
tale^ (altogether very wide from the original, 
in circumdances and language) with the fol- 
lowing fentence ; " When fate wrote down the 
^^ fair catalogue of female virtues, a Blot fell 
^* upon gratitude from his pen." This is an 
evident imitation of Sterne's recording Angel, 
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CHAP. VIL 



srORT 11. 

JHLiSTORiANS inform us, that fbme 
friends having prepared a banquet in a 
garden, enjoyed each other's company ; 
and, having colleded every requifite of 
joy and feftivity, in fpite of fortune and 
defiance of care, pulhing about the wine 
of mirth in the goblet of agreeable fb- 
ciety, added luftre to the pleafure of 
aiTociation, by joyous remarks and bon 
mots exciting delight. In this fituation, 
a ftranger intruded upon their privacy, 
and after the Mahummedan cuftom, 
fpoke the Salaimi. The company re- 
turned the compliment in a cold man- 
ner. 
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ner, efteemed his arriyal intrufive, 
andj not in the leaft attending to him> 
only regarded his prefence as interrupt- 
ing their pleafant fociety. 

The young man guefled their feel- 
ings i and glowing with the warmth of 
mortification, fat down balhfully on a 
corner of the carpet. After a little time, 
lifting his head from the collar of reflec- 
tion, he removed the talifman of filence 
from the treafure of fpeech, and fcatter- 
ed handfuls"* of brilliant gems and prince- 
ly pearls ^ before the company in his 
mirth-exciting deliveries; fo that the 
cloud of fullennefs became wafhed away 
from the countenances of the aflembly, 
by the tranflucent water of his brilliant 
wit. The afTembled friends, who till 
now were frozen like ice, became foftened 

by 

^ In the original, fkirt or laps full. 

f The Orientals compare the compofition of 
▼erfes, or a figurative oratioD^ to the thietding 
of pearls and precious (tones* 
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by his pleafant manners ; and the rofe- 
buds of their minds, which had become 
ihruhk from the young man's intrufion, 
he expanded into bloflbm, by the breezes 
of his pleafant narratives, various anec- 
dotes, delightful jefts, and witty repar- 
tees. In fhort, he made the company fo 
happy, that regarding now his prefencc 
as moft fortunate, they valued his ac- 
quaintance in their hearts, and treaiured 
up the riches of his friendfhip in their 
minds. 

The young man had a great fliare of 
perfonal comelinefs, but upon his face 
were fome uncommon marks ; one like 
the aftronomical figure of feven, and 
another in the form of a crofs. One of 
the company obferving this, faid to him, 
*' From thy heart-delighting words, the 
*^ minds of us friends have expanded 
" like the rofe ; but do not refrain to 
" explain the caufe of thefe frefti cha- 
*^ rafters which are ftamped on the 

*' pages 
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pages of your noble alpeft ; for your 
humble fervants are puzzled, and, if 
it is not an impertinence, requeft that 
they may hear from your pearl-like 
narrative the explication of this figni- 
iicant (fooreh) myftery, fo that by 
your kindnefs they may unravel the 
*^ knot of doubt from the fkein of their 
'^ hearts." The young man, drawing 
his head from compliance, begged to be 
excufed from the unreafonable demand, 
and made apologies; but his friends^ 
becoming ftill more curious, importuned 
him to unfold the fecret. 

The young man, inftigated by a wifh 
to fatisfy their minds, remedilefs, ex- 
panded his tongue to ipeech, and faid, 
** Although this adventure is not fit 
" to come into the mould of narration, 
** yet, out of regard to the wifh of my 
" friends, I will relate it.'* 

THE 
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THE YOUNG MAN's STORY. 

Let It not be concealed, Aat from 
this period, about twenty years, your 
aton>-like flave lived as a foldier. One 
day, in company with fome firitiifiil 
friends and fimilariy minded companions, 
I went to vifit a fruit garden. In it was 
a tree taller than all the reft ; its dates 
hanging in clufters, like moift confec- 
tions, deKcious, full of juice, Iweet and 
Itill-flavoured, but, from the great height, 
the hand of no one's power could pluck 
the fruit. No perfon having yet had the 
boldneft to climb the tree, its produce 
was free from the devaftation of man. 

VERSE. 

1/ was a date tree of tallejl growth* 
From whofe Jize the garden received honour. 
Every clufter of its fruit was ajlorehoufe 
offweets^ from which the crow and paroquet 
feized a treafure. 

As 
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As your flayc> in the exerciie of 
fwarming trees^ efpeciatty the d«te> the 
cocoa not^ and the palmyra^ had attaint- 
ed the utmoft agility^ and my fiiends 
efteemed me fiunous in this artj aU of 
them at once laying the hand of avidity 
on my ikirt^ faid, '^ Under the aizQsoes 
*' of your kindnefs^ we hope that wc 
'^ ihall tafte the rare and richly flavour- 
'^ ed dates of this tree> and aUb ^ave 
'^ the pleaiiire of beholding how you 
^^ can afi:end fo lofty a ftem, whole 
'^ head reacheth the battlements of the 
*' fky, and of whofc fruit none hath yet 
" eaten but the ibarers of the air. It 
muft be by miracle, for what power 
has humanity to fcalc the turrets of 
'' the heavens?" Though I turned 
myfelf afide from this requeft, b^ged 
in every mode to be excufed, and evaded 
the trial, my friends, out of extreme 
longing for the dates, would not with- 
draw their hold from my poor perfon. 
At length, in fpite of difinclination, I 

tucked 
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tucked up my fkirts like a running foot- 
man, and drawing up :my [fleeves, in the 
manner of a magic aAing rope-dancer, 
fwarmed up this heaven-touching tree, 
which you might have flyled the ladder 
of the (ky ; while a vail crowd below 
formed a circle around the trunk, to 
admire my agility. 

When I had reached the top, from 
its towery height, the talleft and luftieft 
men who ftood below feemed to my fight 
as infant children, and fometimes my 
fight was loft half-way. The crowd be- 
gan to form alarming conjedures in their 
minds concerning my fafety. In fhort, 
having gathered fome clufters of great 
beauty, richnefs, and fragrance, I put 
them into the fkirts of my veft, and 
threw others to my friends below ; when 
fuddenly, a black fnake with a white 
hood tinged with yellow, of great thicfc- 
nefs and length, from whofe life-deftroy- 
ing glance the gall would melt to water, 

and 
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and the ftouteft heart diflblve like fait, 
appeared among the leaves and darted 
towards me, devoted to death. A trem- 
bling feized my whole frame at the 
fight; and from dread at his monftrous 
figure, my joints and members feemed 
as if they would fcparate from each 
other, and Ae bird of life would quit 
the neft of my body. Should I throw 
myfelf down, reafoned I to myfelf, the 
fpiritual foarer will half-way in the de- 
fccnt break her elemental cage ; and if . 
I ftop here, this heart-melting ferpent, 
which refembles ^ divine judgment, or 
fudden calamity, will devour me in an 
inftant at one morfel. Both thefe are 
grievous ; but what is fiill more afflift- 
ing is, my becoming a mark for the 
tongue of mankind, who will fay, '^ The 
" foolifh wretch, a flave to gluttony, 
*^ facrificed his life for a few dates." 
O God of heaven ! thus to die, and 
ftamp by the manner of my exit an evil 
fame on the records of time ! What a 

VOL. I. G foul 
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ibul-affllding difEcuIty has fortune 
brought upon me> weak and hdpkfs 
creature ! In ftiort, while I was meditat- 
ing, the blood-devouring ferpent reach- 
ed me> and folding himfelf around nie> 
hung from my neck like a? wreath, dif- 
tending his jaws, full of wind and venom, 
clofe to my mouth ; and fixing his dark, 
poifonous eyes upon my face^ began to 
dart out his tongue. 

From affright, my fenfes now defert- 
cd me, fo that to defcribe my alarm and 
defpair is out of the power of relation, 
and cannot be compreffed into the mold 
of expreflion : my hair even now ftands 
creft at the fecolledtion. Such a dry- 
nefs feized my joints and members from 
terror, that not the leaft moifture re- 
mained in my body, and the blood be- 
came ftagnant in my veins. My nails 
clung fo clofely to the trunk, that you 
would have faid they were the fingers of 

the 
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the chinar ' growing from the tree. A 
vaft concourfe of people ftood around 
below, who beat together the handis of 
diftrefs, and from deipair uttered cries 
ahd fhrieks, which reached my ears in 
horrible found ; while my kinfmen and 
friends, fetting up the exclamations of 
lamentation, in deipondency fcattered 
duft upon their heads* 

At this crifis, a well-looking young 
man, of tall ftature, mounted on an 
horfe, without a fadcUe, and accompanied 
by a ferrant carrying a bow and two or 
three arrows, came to the place, and 
enquired the reafon for the aflemblage of 
fb great a concourfe, and their outcries ? 
Some of them informed him, pointing 
me out to him with their fingers. The 
youth, having examined my fituation, 
and the folds of the ferpent round my 
neck, faid, *^ Are there here any of the 
" ncareft kin to this death-devoted per- 
, c 2 '' fon?'' 

^ 1 believe the oriental . plane. 
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'^ Con P" Upon whidi my brethren and 
relatives prefent, who were fhedding the 
tears of r^;ret at my condition^ replied, 
" Yes; what would you fiy to us ?•' 
The youth continued; '^ It muft be 
^^ evident and clear to all, that death 
*^ already fits upon the forehead of yon* 
*^ det unfortunate, whoTe efcape from 
" calamity by means of human wifilom 
*^ feems improbable, if not impoflible ; 
yet, if laying hold on the ftrong cord 
of refignation, and the firm handle of 
divine goodnefs, you will give me 
"^^ leave, trufting in him who is all- 
powerful to deliver, I will fhoot an 
arrow through the body of the blood- 
** devouring fnake, and try the pre- 
*' deftination of this death-feized youth. 
*^ I am a perfeft judge of diftance, and 
*' in the flcill of archery a profeflbr. I 
*^ can hit the foot of an ant in a dark 
" night i and fhould they hang a grain 
*^ of muftard by a fingle hair, I fhould 
" not mifs it an hair's breadth. My 

'^ fkiU 
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flcill in this art is fuch that I cannot 
exprefs -, for the direftion-point of the 
arrow in the bent is in my power. 
The Almighty exalted the ftandard of 
this fcience in the habitable quarters 
of the globe for me, and in this art 
the drums of celebrity found in my 
name on the plain of the feven re- 
gions. As an inftancc, at prefcnt I 
fhall not mifs, and at the firft aim fo 
bring down the head of yonder fer- 
pent, that even the wind of the arrow 
fhall not reach the face of the young 
man, or an injury happen to a fingle 
hair. However, as divine decree 
rules all things, and Providence afts 
for itfelf, I am apprehenfive that the 
matter may turn out contrary to my 
wifties, and you in that cafe, fixing 
your hands on my flcirts, may accufe 
me of fliedding his blood/' 



The whole concourfe now, with one 
voice, exclaimed, and faid, " For the 

03 " delivery 
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^' delivery of the young man there can 

*' be no remedy but this. If he has a 
predeftination of longer life> from this 
happy policy he will obt^ a reco- 
very, and the arrow of prayer will 
reach the mark of acceptance ; if not> 
he is already placed in the jaws of 
fate." My kinfmen refigned them-' 

felves to my deftiny, and confented to 

the young man's /hot. 

The youth (may the mercy of God 
attend his fotd ! ) took the aufpicious- 
omened bow in his grafp> and placing an 
arrow on the cord, prayed the Almighty 
to direft his aim for my fake. Then, 
like a magician praftifed in forcery — 
no — not magic-like, but altogether 
miraculoufly, drew to the fhaft, and, 
aiming at the eye of the ferpent, let fly. 



VERSE. 



I,-' 
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VERSE. 

the heavens exclaimed^ Well ! and the worlds 
Bravo ! 

The point of the arrow, like true 
policy, reaching its mark, brought the 
head of the ferpent to the ground ; and 
this exclamation from the crowd afcend- 
ed to the fkies, " Praife be to the Giver 
^^ of life ! He cannot die whom HE 
" deftines to live, though he feemeth 
" dead. God is potent over all things.*** 

The point remained in the jaws, and 
the young man laying his arrows afide, 
advancing, took up the head of the 
ferpent, which fuddenly moved; and, 
as the cup of the hero's age was become 
flowing over, feizing his lip with its 
mouth, clofed its envenomed teeth. The 

G 4 noble 

» A verfe from the Koran, much quoted by 
the MuiTulinauhs as a proof of predeiiination« 
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noble youth, angel-like, fleeted to Para- 
dife in the twinjcling of an eye; and 
tht head of the fnake, like a paper- 
catching fiflij^ remained faftened on his 
lip. 

Again burft forth the exclamations of 
all ranks affembled. Overwhelmed in the 
fliorelefs ocean of amazemotit, they afreflx 
acknowledged an omnipotent Ruler j 
convinced, from the various fchemes and 
diiFering deligns of the ever-exifting 
God, (to the court of whofe glory, the 
meflenger of man's penetration has no 
admittance) that weak human nature has 
no means of diving into his councils. 

While they were engaged in adora- 
tion and lamentations, I, having oflfered 
up thankfgivings and grateful prayers to 
almighty God, as fervently as in the 

power 

* What this means I cannot affirm j probably, 
a bait made of coloured paper in form of a 
fmall ^A: 
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power of n\an> defccnded from the tree,. 
and fotlowing the corpie of that fkrub of 
the gafden of paradife^ attended it to 
the unaroidable refHng place. Having: 
performed the ofiices of waftung and 
enfhroudmg, I committed it as a trea&ie 
to the earths and rcfigned it to the mercy* 
of God. From the grave I repaired to 
his houfe, and, agreeably to the cuftoma 
of the age, comforted his family, obferv- 
mg the iifual condolences. I remarked 
to them, that in this decaying edifice of 
mortality, from fuch a certain, though 
affliding event, no one had any efcape> 
nor could lamentation or ibrrow produce 
any other alleviation than the refigned 
calm of fubmiffion. 

After the duties of condolence were 
fulfilled, I remained awhile at the hou&. 
There I beheld the daughter of my 
preferver, like a moon of two weeks, 
clad in bhieifti coloured robes, as mourn- 
ing for the death of her father. Whole 

conftel* 
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conftellations pf ftars, which^ however, 
were but pafling meteors^ flowed from the 
recefles of her eyes. The amiable fob- 
bings of her breaft drew fighs from my 
heart, and her curly trefles became fhares 
to my foul. The week, in which the 
family was immerfed in fbrrow, with me, 
from impatience and anxiety, pailed 
flowly as feven years. 

When they had thrown off the robes 
of mourning, and folded up the carpet of 
forrow, obferving the ufual compliment of 
fending variety of confedions and fweet- 
meats, different meats and perfimies at 
feveral times, I by degrees eftablifhed 
and confirmed the bands of intimacy 
and connedions of friendfhipi till at 
length, the cuftomary approaches to a 
union took place, and the interchange 
of fending rarities and valuables was 
performed between us. After this, hav- 
ing difclofed my wifhes, I requefted to 
lay the foundation of unanimity, and tie 

the 
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the knot of matrimony. Her mother, 
for fome time pretending impediments 
and difinclination, at laft, attending to 
the calls of our friendfliip and intimacy, 
ftrung the precious gem of the caiket of 
purity on my marriage thread. 

From exceflive joy that fuch a Hoori 
was become my companion, and fb beau- 
tiful an angel the partner of my bed, my 
heart expanded as the bloflbm of the 
rofe, and, from fweliing exultation, I 
could not contain myfelf in my veft. 
I ufed my utmoll endeavours to win the 
approbation of her heart and gain her 
love ; fo that at length the loadftone of 
my fondnefs attrafted her fouH-and the 
beloved in turn became the lover. A- 
mong our relations and mutual intimates, 
the account of our attachment and re- 
gard for each other became the fub- 
jedt of remark, and, by degrees, the 
theme of converfation among high and 
low throughout our vicinity -, fo that, at 

laft. 
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]m&, die true love and cordial fnoadtkip 
of my wife reached the higheft jntdtu 
She exceeded me in every reaped ^ and 
in the duties of attentiociy fubmiffion^ 
and chaftity> bote away the ball of (vh 
perior activity. 

Some time thua pafleS, and the bafis 
ef our unanimity and afieftion ieemed 
firmly fettled, when lo, one night, about 
twelve o'clock, while the drums" of 
the imperial palace were founding, I 
chanced to awake, and on lookii^ a* 
round, found not my wife in bed ; but 
fiippofing that flie might have rifen 
on fome neceflary houfehold occafion, 
and fleep overpowering me, I laid my 
head again on the pillow, and funk to 

reft. 

• The nobut, or royal band of mufic, which 
"jpkjs at every third hour during the night and 
day. The nobut is alfo allowed to the hi^r 
ranks of nobility 1 who, however, without an 
efpecial permillion, cannot ufe it within the 
diflance of twenty.foi^r miles from the imperial 
patite or camp. 
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f^ft. The fame circiimftance, however^ 
occurred again the following night; 
when my doubts of her virtue became 
(cmiewhat roufed^ and on the third night 
the fame happened. Long did I diilend 
my eyelids in the path of impatience for 
her return, when at the very clofe of 
night, nearly upon the crowing of the 
cock and the call of the Muezzin to the 
prayer of dawn, the tread of her feet 
reached my ears, and the creaking of 
the houfe-door in opening and fliutting 
was plain. This time my fufpicicms 
became confirmed, and the rent of crim- 
nality appeared clearly in the veftment 
of her pm-ity. My heart became fct 
upon unravelling this enigma, and anxi- 
ous impatience poflefled my foul. 

One night, in order to loofen the 
knot from the proceedings of the un- 
worthy woman, and find out the myftery, 
I fat up, and would not recline my head 
-to fleep. I faw clearly, that from my 

wake- 
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wakefulnefs the tokens of glodm. ap- 
peared on the countenance of the ftar- 
ilumbering ^ wretch, and with winks and 
nods, '^ fhe tempted me to repofe. As I 
had gained knowledge of her unworthy 
deftgns, out of policy I laid my head 
upon the pillow, and pulling the quilt 
over it, began to make long breathings, 
like one faft afleep. The black-vifagod^ 
woman, innately wicked, when fhe fiip* 
pofed me, like her own ftar, locked' in 
flumber, without delay arofe from bed, 
and clambered over our court wall. I 
got up alio ; and concealing a fhort 
fabre under my arm, and veiling my 
head in a cloth, followed her. The evil 
and abominably afting jade, with fwift 
pace, took her way towards the country. 
About the diftance of two miles was a 
grove of tamarind trees, under which 
was a hermitage. Within it a collinder, 

thick 

^ Wicked, deferred by her better ftars. 
* An exprcffion for toying and dalliance, 
y That is, vicious. 



CH. 7* GARDEN OF KNOWLEDGE. Ill 

thick-necked as a buffalo, pounding 
bang,* and every now and then twitt- 
ing his whifkers in anger, fat waiting for 
her by a fire he had kindled. She went 
to him, and I flood clofe to the hut, 
under the concealment of the trunk of a 
tree. 

The collinder,* inftantly on her ar- 
rival, rofe up in a fury. With the club, 
which was the inftrument to pound his 
bang, having foftened her back and fides, 
he beat her moft feverely, and with cruel 
violence dragged her by the hair out of 
the hut. My wife, opening her mouth 
in apology, faid, " Though I have cer- 
tainly offended, yet my fault only 

proceeded 






* Bang is a fpccies of hemp, the juice of 
"Which intoxicates, and is much ufed by the 
Afiatics, both to drink and mix with their 
fmoaking tobacco. It is. pounded in a wooden 
mortar. 

■ It is faid that the collinders, and other fa- 
qaeers, frequently abufe the aufterity of fpiritual 
guidance, by intrigues with their fair difciples. 
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^ pTdoeeded firom inability; (or my 
*^ erit-ftarred and Uack*fated tyrant 
^ to-night was wakefld. When deep 
" overtook him> I hurried ninhingto 
** your prefence. Pardon, then, this 
^^ in^Fohintary delay, and cover my 
*^ crimes with the veil of forgivenefi." 
After fome time the ferment of the col- 
Imder's paffion fiibiided; and having 
admitted the vicious and naturally bafe 
woman within the hut, he fcattercd^he 
aihes of fin on the head of his fortunes, 
and made her, as well as himfelf, abo- 
minable in the eyes of both worlds. 

At fight of fuch wickedncis, the fire 
of agony inflamed my whole frame, and 
the trembling of rage fhook my body. 
While I was in this ftate, the coUinder 
came out, and advancing to the tree be- 
hind which I flood, fat down. As I was 
perfed: in the exercife of the fabre, I 
ftruck it with ail my force at his neck, 
caft his impure head like a ball to the 

earth \ 
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earth ; and'sfcehding d^ ttQt, remained 
hidden among the leaves* When, after 
this, a fliqrt interval had ^lapfed, my 
black-famed wife coming from within, 
called to the coUinder. No found arofe, 
becaufe lie headlefs fowP could not crow. 
When ihe advanced , nearer, beheld 
his head fallen from the body, and his 
blood flowing in currents, at fuch a 
fight, the flames of grief feized upon her 
wicked mind, and fhe returned t^rified 
into the hut. From thence, however, 
Ihe fpeedily re^appeared, bearing in one 
hand a keen fcymetar, and in the other 
a light. : 

Now, like a maniac, fhe began to 
fearcR every part of the grove, that fhc 
■ might wreak her vengeance on the per- 
petratpr of the deed. She was fo filled 
with rage and fury, that had an hungry 
tyger met her fhe would have attacked 
VOL. I. H him. 

* Anf\¥erin| to our proverb of ** dead me* 
tell n% tales." 
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him. When fhe could find no trace of 
the murderer, (he returned defpondingly ; 
and having wrapped the cotpie in a xhat, 
took it upon her fhoulders, and cariying 
it about the diftance of two miles, caft It 
hito a watercourfe, from which, fotrow- 
ful and gloomy, fhe retired towards the 
city. 

Hafteningfwiftly homewards, I reach- 
ed my houfe before the adulterefs could 
arrive, and went to bed, drawing die 
quilt over me as before. When the 
abominable wretch came in, fhe thought 
me afleep, and, her mind being fatisfied 
on that point, fat down in fullennefs on 
the edge of the bed. When the dark- 
nefs of night was paft, and morning 
began to dawn, rifing up, according to 
my ufual cuflom, I employed myfelf in 
oiffcring up my prayers. My adulterous 
wife had kvtn brothers, profefTed fight-- 
ers, and flrong as Isfindiar,'' but wholly 

ignorant, 

« The fon of Gufhtafp of the firft dynafty of 

Ferfia. 
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ignorant, unlettered, and without the 
leaft (hame or fenfe- of family honour. 
From dread of thefe blockheads, I could 
not immediately chaftife my wicked 
partner, but refolvcd to bring it about 
by degrees; and, having infured my 
own fafety, to put her to death. Out of 
policy, and the exigence of the times, I 
betrayed no knowledge of the late event, 
and let not the leaft hint of it pafs my 
tongue. 

My wife conftantly, like the afflidled 
for the dead, was immerfed in gloomi- 
nefs and {brrow, and privately fulfilled 
the offices of mourning. At length, one 
day, when I was preparing for my devo- 
tions • by the cuftbmary ablution, there 
ftood in the court a fmall veflel of water, 
near which my wife lat upon a ftool. 
I requefted her to reach it me; upon 

H 2 which 

Perfia. From his great itrength. he was en« 
titled iron-bodied, but was Mlied in combat 
with the famous Ruftum* 
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which the treacherous wretch arofe with 
\nuch unwilUngnefs. With afFefted de- 
licacy ftretching out her hand, /he irn- 
mediately withdrew it, exclaiming, ^' It 
" is fo very heavy, I CMMiot poffibly lift 
" it." Without consideration, firom my 
tongue this exclamation involuntarily, like 
an arrow from the bent of chance, esca- 
ped i ^' At all events it cannot be heavier 
** than the curfedcollinder's body.*' 

Inftantaneoufly as this obfervation 
was uttered, the ^ames of the woman's 
«nger blazed on high ; and her colour 
changing, the mpifture of po^n appear- 
ed upon her countenance. With won- 
derful agility, (he fetched from within 
the fame collinder-killing fabre, and be- 
fore I could look around and prevent it, 
like lightning darting upon me, with all 
her force aimed a ftroke at my face. 
Before I could ac^uft my drefs (like 
Euclid finifhing his fketches) thefe ftrange 
figures and odd charafters booame .ftamp- 

ed 
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ed upon ihy viiage. At length I over- 
powered tfce curfcd demon ; and having 
tied her htods behind her back, fent for 
her brothers, -and informed them of the 
difgraceful adventure. I then gave up 
all donieftic concerns, and eftranging my 
heart from depcndance on worldly affairs, 
chofe frfeedom from care like the fofun.* 
Havmg robed myfdf in aihy-coloured 
habiliments, I cntefed into the order of 
devotees, and have never fince ihewn my 
face among the followers of fortune. The 
brothers of the infanious woman, having 
cpHfumed her in the fire of their I'agc, 
difpatched her foul to the infernal re- 
gions. 



O my princ^i the divifte Framcr of 
the Univei-fe has ofdained fdvereigns for 
the behefit of the public, and felefted their 
facred perfons from the mafs of mankind, 
for the protedion of the people entruft- 

H 3 cd 

' Richardson tranflates it the lily. 
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ed to them by the Creator. It is not 
then befitting that they ihould facrifice 
their religion and hearts to the moles^ 
dimples^ trefles, and eyebrows of this 
frail fex^ whofe compofidon is deceit and 
cunnings and from whofe rofy cheeks, 
to be gratified with the perfume of con- 
ftancy is impoffible; nor fhould diey 
thus make themfelves pointed at by the 
finger of man for fuch weaknefs and 
foUy. 

VERSE* 

Ccnfidi not in thifex^for woman is as chafy 
Which the wind fcattereth in every diriSion. 
Womany like the grape j is in infancy innocent ^ 
When unripe^ blujhing\ when ripe^ immodeft.^ 

• In his imitation of ^is chapteri Dow; has 
changed the greateft part into a (lory of his own 
creation; and there is but a faint refemblance 
of the original in the adventures of the young 
mak after his marriage. 

CHAP, 
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CHAP. VIIL 



S'TORT III. 

jnLNOTHER courtier thus introduced 
the following heart-ravilhing charmer of 
hiftory on the fopha of relation. 

In z certain city there refided a hand- 
fbme and accompliflied young man, who 
had upon his cheek two fears like the 
letters Laum Aleph, one indented into 
the other. He now and then vifited and 
amufed me with his brilliant jefts and 
fmart repartees. I afked him one day, 
*^ How he had received thefe wounds ? 
** whether on the field of battle in the 
" line of the courageous, or in an en- 

H 4 " counter 
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'* counter with aflaflins in the ftrect ?** 
rcquefting him to explain the myftery to 
me. The youth, bluihing very much> 
remained for fome interval filent ; after 
which, lifting up his head from *ythe col- 
lar of refleftion, he faid, ** Ifyou^will 
** from kindnefs withhold this impor- 
** tunity, it will be agreeable, becaufe 
*' the circumftance is not fit to be fpokcn, 
•' of, but proper to be concealed^'* 
From this denial, and his bluihing, my 
curiofity for the unravelling of this myf- 
tery was tenfold more ardent ; fo that 
becoming more importunate, I repeated 
my entreaties beyond all reafon. But 
the youth, as before, remained filent. 
He would not open his lip to fpeech, or 
fuifer the filh of reply to fwim in the fea 
of utterance on this fubjed. However- 
fomuch I increafed my demands, he re- 
doubled his excufes ; which added to my 
curiofity in fuch a degree, that I became 
reftlefs, the reins of patience fell from 
my -hands, and my impertinent teizing 

rofe 



\ 
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rofe to a pitch higher th^n can be 
imagined. At laft the young man fatw 
no refourcd left for hihifclf, but lifting up 
the v«il from the foce of the chafmer of 
{bcrecy^ and ufliering her info the aflem- 
bly of liarration/ He then began to 
weigh hia ftordd peark in the fcales of 
delivery! as fdl&W^^ 

THE YOUNG MAN'S STORY. 

Some time ago I chanced to go mt6 
the country, by way of amufementj with 
fome friends. Suddenly from the edge 
of a foreft appeared an antelope, playful 
as the fawn-like eyes of ogling damfels, 
untamed and felf-admiring. She fear- 
lefsly approached nearer to us, browfing 
the verdure and flowers. Seeing this> I, 
with the fpeed of the weftern gale, made 
fuddenly towards her ^ when fhe, with 
the rapidity of lightning, taking the w^ 
of the plain> began to bound on the en- 
amelled green. I alfo, giving full rein to 

my 
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my wind-fpeeding courier^ purfued after 
her ; and being foon feparated from my 
companions, ihortly entered a wild^ 
where the fcent of population had never 
gratified the fenfe of expeftation. From 
the violence of his running, and the in- 
tenfe heat, large drops of moifture, like 
falling meteors, trickled from my gale- 
equalling and crcfccnt-fhoed fteed, which 
made the furface of the ground appear 
like the heavenly expanfe, full of fixed 
ftars. Accidentally^ his feet finking into 
a hollow^ he fell upon his head, and I, 
like a ball put in motion by the force of a 
mace, was hurled headlong from the Iky 
to the earth. I felt exquifite torture 
from the blow, and feared that the foot 
of life had fimk into the pit of death,, 
and the veins of exiftence been torn 
afunder ; but as my fhare of borrowed' 
animation was yet remaining, I efcaped 
with a bad fprain. When, with an hun- 
dred painful efl!brts, I got up, and trfcd 

my 
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my ftrength, I found not in myfelf fuf- 
ficient ability, without help of another's 
hand, to reach my faddle. Remedilefs, 
I lay ibme time upon the ground, and 
endeavoured to coUeft myfelf; till at 
length the globe of my head, which, 
like the concave of the fky, refoxmded, 
recovered its ufual tone. 

At this crifisv a matron of advanced 
age, whofe ftrength the weaknefe of years 
had fubdued, and whofe back was bent 
with debility, like the arched eyebrow of 
the moon-like damfels, the thread of the 
pearls of her teeth unftrung, and upon 
the furface of whofe forehead time, like 
the breeze i^on water, had waved 
wrinkles, advanced by the aid of a ftafF. 
From exceflive feeblenefe, her feet yield- 
ed to the unevennefs of the ground, and 
fhe advanced, finking and rifing like the 
dying gale. I, at view of her figure, 
was overwhelmed in the eddy of amaze- 
ment, and became much alarmed i for in 

this : 
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this ifildernefs^ the hmint o£ wild beafts, 
tb meet in which the htimaA form never 
entered my imagiilation^ and whefe lion- 
ftearted heroes would tremble like' the 
iiBed^ what bufinefs coald a female witb 
fuch debility and feeblenefs have i I 
thought fhe might poffibly be a ghole/ 
difguifed in this fontt ; or a deitixmj who 
had taken this Ihape ; but that, anyhow. 
Her perfon was Hot free from mifbhief. 
When fhe came nearer, from my great 
dread I arofe to compBmenif her, ufed 
ihuch ceremony, and flatteringly entered 
the path of foothing and adulatitwi. 

The venerable matron, when fhe ob- 
fdrved my . condition, advanced tenderly 
like a mother; and fhewing a fympathy 
and compaffion beyond expreffion, en- 
qtiired my fituation. Upon which I, 
who was funk ifito the pit of diftrefs and 
bewildered in the labyrinth of amaze- 
ment, 

'^ -An fMl ffi^t^ (aid to haunt forcfU and 
buf jring places^ 
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menty nor could anyhow turn my face to 
efcape, from her invaluable kindneis 
cblledted my fenfes> and fixing the hand 
of hope on the veil of her good offices, 
informed her of my adventure. With 
all my heroifm and valour, I begged 
help in my fad condition from the age- 
bowed dame, and requefted her to be my 
guide in efcaping from this frightful 
defart, abounding in deftruAion. 

The matron, who, in refolutii^n W^ 
£rmnefs of mind, was fuperior to an hun- 
dred heroes, like the brave of humane 
idi(pofition, took me by the hand, and, 
like Khiz^^r,* becoming my guide, and 

freeing 

s A prophet mentioned in the Koran, whom 
fpme of the Mufiulmauns fay, was Phine^s, 
■fome Ellas, and fbme Saint George of England 1 
and others that he was Vizier either to Keikobaud 
or F^r^doon, ancient Perlian kings. He is faid 
to have drank of the water of immortality ; and 
oriental ron^ance frequently introduces hiqi as 
appearing to ailiil the difbefled and bewildered 
traveller. 
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freeing me from that wildernefs of 
gloomj conduced me to the fountain of 
ikfety. In that dreary wild^ this aged 
dame poflefled a cottage, conftrudted 
^ith neatneis, elegance, and foul-refrefli- 
ing beauty, on the bprder of a ftream, 
whoie pellucid water was as the founts 
of Khixzer to the parched lip, and 
.Tnhfeem and Kofir ** Inferior to it in 
fweetnefs. She had erefted a ftru6hire 
of reeds, which glanced the fmile of fu- 
periority on the palaces of Csefar and 
Fughfoor.* In view, was a fpot like 
the plaiaof Paradife, and fragrant and 

delightful 

* Rivers in the Paradife of Mijlummud. 

* This general defignaiion is given by the 
orientals to the emperors of China, like that of 
Pharaoh to the antient Egyptian monarchs; in 
like manner as Europeans flylc the Othmaun 
Emperors Grand Seignior, or the Sovereigns of 
Hindooftan Great Mogul, without their exiiUng 
titles J and as all the fovereigns of Golconda, 
Beejapore, Berar, Bieder, and Ahmudnuggur, in 
Dekkan, were called Koottub, Adil, Ommaud, 
Bereed, and Ahmud Shawee, from the £r& 
founders. 
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delightful as the garden of Irim. Va- 
riety of flowers were blooming in it^ and 
melodious birds fat on every ipray* 



VERSE. 



At every five paces in that chamdng 
fpot^ flowed a deUghtfuUy taftedftream. 

^he air was pled/ant^ and the verdant 
tranches of the trees were laden with fruit. 

^he tneandring irookj among the frejh 
herbage J appeared as Squid JUver on an 
emerald furf ace. The newly fprung verdure^ 
moift with the dewdrops^ feemed as pearls 
pendant on ht^hs of enamel. 

To this paradiiical fpot flie brought 
me; and, after the manner of liberal 
hofts, generous and kind, engaged in 
the duties of entertainment and rules of 
hofpitality. Whatever of eatables and 
drinkables flie could procure, jQie pre- 
pared i and, in the manner of the be- 
nevolent. 



\ 
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ncvolent, letting loofe the parrot of 
fytMch in the fugar-^eane plantation df 
eloqucneCj feid, *• Although this widow- 
ed cot cannot be worthy of the abode 
of fuch an honourable perfonage as 
^* yourfelf, yet, as by the happy aufpices 
'* of your ennobling footileps it has beeu 
^ *^ cUftinguiftied, and my confequence 

** thus encfeafed in the world ; if, 
\ ^^ out of compaflion to the humble, you 
*' fhould honour the cottage of this de- 
^^ folate widow for a few days, and 
*^ place your foot upon my eyes^-rr'* 

VERSE. 

" Shouldft thou fit upon my head and eyes^ 
" IJball rejoice^ for thou art gentle.'' 

I, who had juft efcaped from fuch a 
life^ftroyiBg wild, and haply reached 
this heaven-like abode, and been refre/h- 
ed from the countkfs hofpitalities of 
this herpic fen^ale, received new life. 
Having, in gratitude for fuch unhoped 

for 
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for bleflings, oiFered up with all the 
fervour in my power, proper thankfgiv- 
ings and prayers at the throne of the 
Beftower who looks not for return, I 
prayed for the virtuous and devout 
matron- 

Although my heart was much troU- 
'bled by abfence from home, and fepara- 
tion from my friends ; allured by tl|fe 
temperature of fuch an Irim-envied ipot 
the clearnefs of the ftreams, the frefh- 
nefs of the verdure, and the fragrance of 
the flowers and fhrubs, I took up my 
abode in this heaven-like place. The 
virtuous matron having fpread her fuj- 
jadeh*" in a recefs of the garden, employ* 
ed herfelf in her devotions to the 
Almighty. I was rapt in wonder at 
beholding the conduft of this pure and 
truth-difcerning woman, who, in the 
weaknefs and imbecility of age, chufing 
vol. I. I feparation 

» 

* A fmall carper, which the Mahummcdans 
Tcfcrvc to pray upon. 
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ieparation from mankind^ and in fearch 
of the divine Unity, (for which retire- 
ment is indifpenfible) fat on the couch of 
refignation. 

When that glorious worfhipper the 
fun had defcended into the temple of 
the Weft, and the e3q)anfe of the world 
was illumined by the radiance of tiie 
moon, a beautiful maiden, whofe mufk- 
like treiles fluttered in artlefs ringlets 
around her rofeate cheeks, on her head 
the wreath of enchantment inclining fan- 
cifully, and the dark curve of her eye- 
brow expanded as the aipeA of the vir- 
tuous, advanced. She brought with 
her a heifer, more exaftly proportioned 
than the muflc-deer. The matron, 
when fhe perceived her, fhewed the figns 
of gladnefs in her coimtenance; and 
having gone to meet her, kifled her 
forehead, and feated her on a reed-wov- 
en mufnud, far more delicate than a 
thoufand coverings of filk brocade. She 

then 



Ihen ^fodttced %ier *e»mit-lifce provifion, 
and having milked the cow, gare |wrt to 
me, fbme to the beautiful maiden, and 
draaik -a may li^e h^dff*. As I fat in 
Uhis hut wi^ the ang^faced damfel, 
mthouft 'the i&a»rv>eHtien of a curt^n, 
attd 4«&eld her fafcinating charms 'with- 
^t a veB, !»jr 'heart was entangled m the 
Tnare xsf h&: dark treffes, and the hird of 
inyfdul tectttie^ ^captive in tfce net of 
ixr gtofly ritigfets* From excefs of 
^anxiety, flec|) the whole niglit was a 
.ftrang^ to tv^ ey d6« 

When ?*e vifgin ' t)f t!he "heavens, 
jiflpping dra^^m from^her face the'dst^^veil 
<tf -Might;, was u&ered with -dawning 
.^leadour on the -court bf the world, 
actotdaxg to cuflidin, the rofe-cheeked 
daughter huving arifen, took the cow to 
failure ^ ai^ Ifhe matron^ ^tting alone 

12 upon 

' The fun is feminine or mafculine, as it 
£iit8 the metsiphor of orientals. 
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upon her fujjadeh, was pnployed in her 
devotions. 

I advanced towards the mother; and 
without ceremony enquired the xeafon 
why, in fuch advanced age and infirniity> 
fhe had retired from fbeiety, takea' up 
her refidence in this fequeftered fpot, 
and habituated herfelf to folitude? I 
alio a/ked whofe daughter was the charm^ 
ing maiden her companion ? The angel- 
minded matron opened her lips in reply, 
and faid, *' My fon,. I am a woman who, 
regarding God as all in all, have 
eftranged my heart from the enjoy- 
ments of a perifhable world, and fixed 
the contemplations of my mind on the 
fole ' Supreme. As virtue was .: no 
longer beheld among the fons of this 
age, I from neceflity quitted their 
connedioni and, di%Ufted with po- 
pulous places, chofe my abode in this 
^' wild.'* 

VERSE. 
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VERSE. 

*' In the world' I perceived no conjiahcy. 
** No ^one can expiSi fidelity from the 

' ^^'inconftant. • . t . 

^' / have left off depending on awf intimates » 
** Sufficient for me is union xJoith the merciful 
** God. ' " 



• ^ 



" This maiden is my "fbn*s ' daugh- 
'^''*ter. Hei* father quitted th& periifhable 
"^ world in ^ the ■ vigotir of youth, and 

**-her mdthef ' IS ' alfo departed to the 

_.•»■» . . , . . 

•^^Tegiorisxi)? eternity." *\ ' 






,«/ ^ . -^ 



'■"'• I replied'; *' My kind mother,. from 
^ tffe- influeftcer df thy gHcIoiis ' afpira- 
^^ ' Soni," the 'divrtie" grace has befriended 
'*■* Ynfe, tin'iiOW' Wandering in the mazes 
"^'df giiilt i\tidL r wifli'; iji ordfer to attain 
^*^ fke virfueJs^ of true piety, to follow 
" your exarMple, arid never after this to 
*' behold the fcene of population. By 
^'^ your gracious 'and aufpicious fociety, 
" * 13 ^^ haply 
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<^ haply I may be Uefled with the 
«< rewards of futonty. I hope, oat of 
<^ ^vourand compaffios, yauwaU.tsdor 
'< me by the handt and adopt me as a 
'< fon; alio a^ordihg to the laws of 
'^ Iflaam give mte k marriage tins bloom^ 
ing fhoot of the ihrub of pnnfey^ as 
by fuch a favour you would eacak the 
^^ head of my honour to the fummit <^ 
the heavens. Her marrymg is aduty 
indiipenfiblej and according to divine 
command^ the performance of it 
'^ binding on your truft» To ufc the 
'* means of its accomplifhment is proper. 
** Diftinguifh me by the union, becaufe 
*' another man cannot be found of fuch 
" fidelity and attachment. At prefent 
" the feeblenefs of age has vifited you, 
^' and life is drawing to its dofe. I will 
'^ ferve you day and night as a common 
'^ and obeying flave, and bow the head 
of fubmiffion to your orders/^ 

The good matron, having tinged the 

fingers 



cc 
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fingers of Ae bride of my requeft with 
the Hiima "" of acceptance^ and adorned 
the afped of the charmer of my wifhes 
with the bloom of gratification, made me 
rich in the treafures of delight, by the 
band of union with that invaluable pearl 
of the ocean of beauty. After fome 
d^ys, the marriage ceremonies and nup- 
tial rijtes being accomplifhed, flie ho- 
nottred me with a feat on the fame 
couch as that radiant moon. Loi^ did 
I abide with happinefs of mind in that 
wild, the envy of the rofe-garden i and 
quafi^d delight in the bliisfal company 
and fociety of that Hoori-formed charm- 
er. * 

The modelly and purity of this bril- 
liant peari of the fea of beauty and ddi- 
cacy were fuch, that left her charms 
fhould be injured by a glance frpm the 

I 4 refplendent 

"> A leaf, which pounded is applied to the 
Coles of the feet, the palms of the hands, and 
&ig,er ends, which it dies of a bright red. 
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reiplendent beams^ flic would not walk in 
the enclofure of her houfe in a moon-light 
night. From bafhfulneis and modefty, 
flie would not look in my face with bold- 
nefs and freedom. A$ God had united 
in her an amiable difpofitionji beauty^ and 
virtue, and beftowed upon her perfdnal' 
and mental perfeftiori, I could fcarcely 
contain my felf from exiiltationj and ef- 
teemed an inftant of her fociety fuperior 
to the rule of feven climates, or the 
command of the four habitable quarters 
of the globe. Doubtlefs there cannot be 
to man an higher blefling than a beauti- 
ful wife, jafmine bodied, resplendent as 
the moon ; gentle, good humoured, and 
chearful ; underftanding her duty, {killed 
in domeftic management, fenfible, bene- 
volent, adorned with the ornaments of 
purity, and graced with the jewels of 
virtue. 



VERSr. 
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VERSE. 

•• • 

A handfome^ chtarfuU ^^d virtuous wife 
Can make the poor man happy as a King. 
Is all thy day uneafy^ be not affliSedy 
Shouldji thou at night have a fympathizer in 

thy bofom. 
Him, the partner <f whofe bed is his friendy 
On him God has looked with an eye of mercy* 
When a beautiful wife is virtuous^ 
Her hufband enjoys paradife while beholding 

her. 
He only tajles terrejlrial felicity^ 
JVhofe beloved is in mindly union with himfelf 

At length, after fome years, theangel- 
difpofitioned xnatron, having quitted 
this vain world, retired to the manfionsof 
eternity 5 and having cleared her veft froni 
the defilements of this finful abode, ga^ 
thered the fruits of blifs from th6 
branches of Tooba." From the fepara- 

tion 

■ Sale, in page 127 of the preliminarj dif- 
courfe to his excelleDt and verba}]/ literal tran* 

ilation 



tion of that gracer of the throne of 
female perfedion> my condition became 

fad^ 

iation of the Komni defcribiog- the Mnflbbmiiin 
tcxMuat of Paradifef that fpoaki of the tree 
Tooba. 

** They fable that it ibindf in the palace of 
Mahummodi though a branch of it will reach 
to the houfe of every true Believer ; that it will 
be laden with pomegnmateti grapes* dates, and 
other fi'uit of furpriiing bignefs, and of talks 
unknown to mortals; fo tliat if a man defire 
to eat of any particular kind of fruit, it will 
iaamediately be prefented to him; or, if hechnfe 
flefli, birds ready drefled will be fet before him 
according to his wi(h. They add» that the 
boughs^ of this tree will fpontaneoufly bend 
down, to the hand of the perfon who gathers its 
fruits, and that it will fupply the bleiTed, not 
only^with food, but alfo with filken garments, 
and beafts to ride on ready faddled and bridled 
aad adomed with the richeft; trappings, which 
will bor4 forth from its f^aits : and that this 
tree i^ fo large,, that a perfon mounted on the 
fleeteft horfe would not be able to gallop from 
one end of its (hade to the other in an hundred 
jp^r^** Sai^e quotea aa his authority the cele- 
bf»tcd' Commentator Jt&LL4^uL auDibh Roomx» 
auxhqc of the adsiired Meihavi. 



&dLi. aiid witfauMit hcc dftimabk pmfeMC^ 
tiie flowecmg flymbe q£ t&r paxadife-lifcfi 
gacdm of tiiia heaxenljr f^t haBanae 
iritifome to nay^ miodL Renttdikia^. imsb^ 
hte to bear the refidetzce, ascQuding ta 
mf; former habrtoy I rqmiced tm tte 
IjtauatSiofi man ^ and qrattiog the cooDr^ 
try for the citjrv engaged iiL genserai 
fociety. 

On. account of my tiecdfitksj iti 
order to. procure a majfttenaoce^ whicfe 
is indHpenfa^ to the flruggjer^ on th)9 
eartk (and m this wcMrkl of caafe$» ^v^« 
out exertion a. liyetihood canhoit he at^ 
taiised)). I paid m^ atte^tiQ]:!^ ta per&ns 
of ranks and hiet^mg procured a houie^^ 
placed in. it that ibnhiike hemtjr, the 
envy of die Hooirics. I hired ai ^ictqoas 
XQatssGin as; an attendant upon her>. for 
the man^psmcnt of ttsca&LVf ^ffidrtr. 
As, in confequence of former duty, the 
baniii of conncftion: in t^waijr of fervice 
obtamed. pKi>par con&aoiatifln undier ths 

governor 
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governor of the city, no9r zrid then 
lesving my wife iii town, in 'rieUande on 
the watchfulneia "and fidelity of the old 
woman who was entrofted with bur 
bonfdhold matters, I went to die coiui- 
try i aiid on accouht of miich bufinefs, 
not finding opportunity of returh till late,, 
jmfled fome nights abroad. 

One day, according to cuftom, 
having taken leave of my wife, I; was 
going on a Journey to a certain village. 
When -the old woman came up to ine 
and iaid, " I am an aged mati*on, of ex- 
'* ce^vc feeblenefs and debility, fo that I 
^* cannot properly take care of your 
f* houfe, or continue the charge of: its 
*♦ Security J It is fitting that' for this 
** -ptiipok you fliould appoint another 
*' -more alert thaii myfelf, and excufe 
5' . mty for the cidfis demands it. " : 

■ ' . • •.■'.. 

"■ I fimple mah,^^as I hadtliefuHeft 
confidence in the honour ; of. my wife, 

*"' " • -^ not 
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not underftanding the myfterious re- 
marks of the old woman, who could not 
have fpoken more plainly with decency 
to the experienced, regarded her defires 
to be releafed from the charge of my 
houfe, as the interefted evafions of 
policy ; and having foothed and concili- 
ated her, proceeded on my bufinefs. The 
next time when^' having prepared my 
conveyance, I was fetting out upon a 
journey, the old woman finding me 
alone, faid, ^* Stupid man, perceiv^fl; 
thou not the tillage of thy hQnour, 
how it has been trodden down by the 
feet of trefpaffing cattle ? Doil thou 
** not know, that woman in her nature 
, is vicious ? However flie may appa- 
rently be graced with the ornaments 
of modcfty and jewels of purity ^ ftiU 
* ^ to ufe proper caution and wife preven- 
5^ tion, is becoming honour, and incum- 
**. bent on wifdom. " = 
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VJBilSE. 



Bt wt m^iSUiA in tv^man htctmfi fia is 

the tfsisjaftfi titd up^ tho' ike thief be thf 
frietuL 

From liearing this Tcmscrk, the bird 

«f wiiieittfmjdingifldl from die n^ftof tn^ 

brlaki; the flame dfihdignatHOft^ed my 

mind, and madnefs^ from tJie fames df 

JyaiEoh, overcame my reafon. I-exdaim- 

«cd, *f * O ! pious matron, infotm me of 

** flie account of fe6te, and ivliat is the 

*^ bufinels ? Perhaps the lightnmg of 

"^ -calamity has f^en on the ftorehoufe 

^^ of my honout ; land the chiyftal vafe 

*' cf my credit and reputation, having 

** ffeucSc againft Ae ftone of difgrace, is 

^' daflicd to pieces T'^ The old Woman 

repKed, ^* Foolifli youth ; I liave per- 

^* formed my duty, and obTenred &e 

** claims of fcrvice. Expeft not from 

^* sue farther connivance, nor defile 

" my 
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'^ my vcfture in my old age with diflio^ 
'^ nour ; but in any way that thy reafim 
^^ may dired« guard thy property agunft 
^^ the hand of robbers." 

From this occurrence, for a time I 
remained motiodbTs as a body void of 
animation, and confuiion overpo¥^red 
my faculties. There was no retreat, -at 
pretence to remain. Remedilefs, iwty- 
ing reclined my head iyn the ^x>Uar t)f 
refleAion, I had rccourfe to policy, when 
at this inftantj from the cabinet of my 
heart it was thus foggefted, that having 
taken leave of my vicious wife with an 
undifturbed countenance, I ihould puHke 
my journey. I did foj and fpeeding 
quickly from the fight of my people, 
haftened through the city, 9nd alighted 
in a garden. Here^ like the maniac, 
with extreme pangs <rf'rage and exce& of 
grief, fo that eVery inftant my foul 
melted with the heat of agony, and my 

heart bled, I pafied till evening, a day 

more 
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more gloomy than the night of mourn- 
ing. That day to me feemed formed of 
a thoufand years, or as if no night was 
to follow it. 

' At length, when dufk had fpread 
her dark mantle over the face of the 
horizon, I quitted the gardan on foot> 
oppreiTed, bemoaning my loft enjoy- 
ments, and lamenting my honour, hav- 
ing concealed my face, after the manner 
^f a beggar, in a coarfe wrapper. Thu& 
difguifed, I reached the back part of my 
own houfe, and flood at the foot of the 
wall, liftenino: at every (bund from with- 
in. At length it clearly appeared, after 
a fhort interval, that mifchlef was awake 
and wrelfare fleeping ; evil alive, and 
good expired. From excefs of fury, the 
world was dark to my eyes, and trem- 
bling feized my frame. Having cl^mbi^ 
the wall, I entered in fuch a manner, that 
the found of my ftct could not be 
heard. 

In 
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In tke area of my houfe was a clump 
of tall treest vhofe leaf/ branches form- 
ed a thick canopy-, hxta one of thefe I 
a&ended, aad iat concealed^ to watch the 
adions of my impure. In the centre of 
my gardM was a chubbootree "* of much 
elegance, tafte, and beauty. Upon this 
X&wipresid: a magnificent carpet, bandies 
lighted^ und that xaj wife, with all -her 
purity and 'virtue« was bufy in the path 
of .criminality and fcandal. Reclining 
like the vaunting peacock on the. bofotfi 
of her paramour, with a thousand fmiles 
and glances^ ihc was pouring the wine ,of 
eajoymient into the cup of invitation. 
Near her fat a faithiul and attached 
handmaid^ who repeatedly fupplied the 
<:ircling goblet. The feafon of toying 
VOL. I. K was 

• A terrace, or platform, common in tlie 
^courts and gardens of Afia, on which people 
fit' to mjof tie coaI of evcnifig, 4iid often 
fleep uppn it. Over it h froquently pitched jin 

* 

awning, to keep off the dews, in India and 
Perfia called Shawmiana, or niglit-canopj. 
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was wamii and the cup of Idfles and 
embraces overflowed. The breeze of 
defire had torii afunder the fkirt of her 
chaftity, like the vefture of the rofe; 
and vice had fhed the dregs of crimi- 
nality on the couch of her purity. 

" Gracious God!" faid I to myfelf, 
'* with fuch bafhfulnefsy modefty, and 
'^ delicacy^ that fhe would not look 
'* at the moon with fi*eedom> or open 
her eyes fully to the fun, is it poffible 
fhe can thus repofe with this impu- 
*' dence and wickednefs, with all fond- 
nejfe, on the bofbm of a ftranger, and 
outdo him in quaffing the goblet! 
She has no relic of conftancy, or trace 
*' of fhame. Behold the diftance from 
'^ that (her former condudl) to this, 
'' how far!'* 

When part of the night had pafled, 
and repeated draughts overcome the un- 
derftandings of thefe wicked wretches, 

the 



€€ 



€€ 
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the infamous woman, rifing up, retired 
to a corner of the garden . The waiting 
maid alfo followed the impure, but the 
drunken gallant remained. At this in- 
ftant, regarding the crifis of opportunity 
precious, I defcended with rapidity from 
the tree, and advancing unperceived to 
the chubbootree, {hatched the fabre of 
the fate-devoted wretch from before him, 
and At one ftroke brought him to his 
end- Having then laid the hlood- 
ftained weapon acrofs his breaft, I haftily 
remounted the tree, and &t down in my 
hiding place* 

The wicked woman now returned, 
but .beheld the carpet ftained with the 
blood of her infamous gallant, the reek- 
ing fabre lying on his breaft, and himfelf 
extended at . his length in the ile^p of 
annihilation. At this fight the fire of 
de(pwr feized her frame, and the flames 
of indignation raged. With great fury, 
-having taken up the fahre from the 

K z wretch's 
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wretch's breaft^ and giMti a caadlo t9 
the fervantt fbc began to run about the 
garden in e^erf part Hke A frantic por- 
ion. It appeared from the manner of 
this ill*ftatT6d wonum, that h$d (ke met 
the white demon,^ frtnii her kiward 
rage and fury, fhe would have encoun- 
tered him like Ruftiim wd^xmt befita- 
tion« When flie could not frnd the 
trace of any one, being di&ppointed» Ihe 
returned, and throwing down the iabre, 
ftood for fome time confounded, like the 
overpowered with grief; then ordering 
her attendant to bring a large wine-jar, 
ihe cut the body of her wicked gallant 
into pieces, and putting them into 
the jar, buried it in the garden. After 
this, having mourned over him with 
doleful cries, fhe retired to a dark cham- 
ber, and I went away by the mode I had 
entered. 

When 

F Deo Suffeed, celebrated In the Shaw Namma. 
as fubdued hy Rudum. 
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When the Afletoon ' of day, the fun, 
ascended from the vnt of the eaft^ and 
the light of morRf ng ihone from the 
horizon of the world, f returned to my 
hoHfej where I found my wife bound in 
the captmty of grief, and fettered in the 
chaini of forrow. I faid to her, *^ O' 
"thou, to whofe purity and love my 
*^ heart and foul are a fit faerifice, 
** whence appear thefe iigns of forrow 
** and afffidtion on thy rofy cheek:, and 
^* why is the fan of thy a(pcft ecEpfed 
" bymoumrng?" She repfied, " Thy 
** abfcnce ycfterday invrftred me in grief; 
<* for how can I, who camrof Bear for' 
** thee to he from me an inftint, en- 
*^ dure the feparaftion of a whole day ?'* 
Gracious heaven, fhouglit I, whafthy- 
pocrify T fkfAng aff the nighf? fo warmly 
in pfeafiwe and mirtflV, playing^ iSai game 
of teve wfth my rirsrf, and now hreathkig 
the- ineantation< of deeoit, and -meeSTrng 

K J " - me 

■ I ■ ■ 

' Plato, who by the orientals js faid to have 
lived in a cail:^ indeod oi Diog^cf. 
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mc with fuch ideot alluring Ipeedies! 
In fliort, that day paffed over, and the 
next fhe was ftUl more fullen and mekn- 
choly. Upon which I faid, '* What 
*' can now be the caufe of thy forrow, 
" ns we are together, the gratification of 
*' fociety in our power, and the cup of 
" defire overflowing with the wine of 
" enjoyment ?" , 

She r^ied, ** Laft night I bdidd t 
" frightful vifion, by which I am alarm- 
** ed, and know not its interpretation." 
I aflced her, feying, ** Tell me what you 
*' faw in your dream, that aU. this gloom 
" of melancholy dwells upon your 
^* ^pcft?" Sheanfwered, **Ifawthec 
*.* ftanding on the ihorc of a ftormy 
** ocean, and a monftrous Afreet' bent 
*■' on murdering thee. You threw your- 
" felf into the waves, and the Afreet 
** Avowed, overpowered, and was pro- 
" ceeding to aflaffination." I replied, 
" Be 
' A ftboloni cril ^t. 
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^' Be npt forrowful or fad, for its inter- 
*' pretation is remarkably fortunate. 
•' The Afreet was my accurfed enemy, 
'* and my diving into the fea (ignified 
*' my obtaining aid from the blefled 
'* Khizzer. His overpowering me 
*^ meant, that Khizzer, having divided 
** him in two with the fabre of punifh- 
^^ ment, fhould thruft him into a wine- 
** jar, and lay him in the earth.*' 

My wife, inftantly on hearing thefc 
words, glowed with rage, and rufhing 
upon me with fury, feized my dagger ; 
with which, as I lay unapprehenfive on 
the carpet, fhe made two cuts on my 
cheek, and faid, ^^ Alas ! that . yefter- 
*' night thou efcapedft from my hands." 
When I faw that with violence and force 
fhe was bent on nay deftrudlion, I ftart- 
cd up, and wrefting the weapon from 
her hands, diipatched her to the infernal 
regions at one blow ; alfo. fent the faith- 
ful handmaiden, out of gratitude to the 

K 4 attach- 
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attachment fht had fhewn in the feiricc 
bf her miftrefs, along with her to the 
place fhe had merited. 



O my prince, for the love of women, 
who are created as evil fpirits in the 
ihapc of humanity, and whofe forms arc 
as talifmans placed on the treafury of 
cunning; to rufli into the wilds of 
madnefs, and quit the pleadires of for- 
tune, and delights of life j to relinquifti 
fame and honour, charader and religion i 
and, with fuch vexation and unmanly 
iblicitude, to ieek the gratification of 
defire ; muft at length end in being in- 
volved in the torture of their inconftancy 
and pangs of their want of faith. 

VERSE. 

From the cunning of woman (he heart of 
the hero is divided. Great indeed is the 
artfulnefs ofthefex. 

"The 



The art of woman difgraces the honours- 
able man* 

By the deceitfulnefs of woman the wife 
man is enfnared* 



* This tale is omitted bj Pow. 



C«AP, 
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CHAP. IX- 



SrORT IV. 

A. FOURTH companion having 
caufed the pleafing-tongued parrot of 
fpeech to difFufe the fweets of eloquence^ 
faid, The acquainted with the fecrets of 
the records of time have thus delivered 
down, that there was a monarch m the 
ifland of Serendib,* who had placed the 
fteps of his throne on the loftieft battle- 
ment of the heavens, and the points of 
his crown touched the fummit of the 
Fiikuddein. He had two viziers, one 
named Duftoor Yemeen/ and the other 

Duftoor 

« Ceylon. 

|> Minlfter of the right hand. 
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Dufloor Yeflar.'^ Unexpededly, the 
prince of fome iflands, who had always 
fubmitted his head to the dominion of 
Serendib, from pride in his dignity, 
ftate^ and numbers of his dependants and 
troops, having ttrayed into the path of 
unworthy deiign, exaked the ftandard of 
error in the plain of rebellion, and having 
encroached on the frontier of the king- 
dom, extended the hand of oppreffion 
upon the property and honour of the 
inhabitants. 

The monarch of Serendib, at the 
call iJtf expedience, appointed Duftoor 
Yemecn, with an army anxious for re- 
venge, in order that, having haftened to 
the frontier, he might extinguifh the 
world-fcorching flames of rebellion by 
the water of the fword, and with the 
hand of correftion rub the ears of the 
crooked minded enemy like parchment.. 
The lady of the vizier, in the abfence of 

her 

^ Mlnifter of the left band. 
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her hufband> daity^ from tKe pain of 
y^ feppfstion and chagrin of £:^tiide^ was 
cmboiOTncd ynxh regret^ ana became the 
companion of forrow. In thon&nds of 
ftghs and kmentations^ her time> n^ht 
and dayj fhe paf!ed. At lengthy one of 
her f»thfiil attendants^ a tt enti ve to the 
rules of fidelity and regard, iympathetf- 
caBy faid, •* What reafon can there be 
*^ for the queen of the worM, notwiA- 
♦* ftanding her plenitude of riches and 
*' pofTeilions, and abundant goods and 
*^ enjoyments, to be imprifoned in the 
•^ hand of gloom and melancholy ? and 
•* what caufe is there to diminifh like 
*' the moon the fun-envied beauty with 
** the Mahaufc » of ibrrow. This worid 
^ h not a place in which you fhould 
** employ precious but uncertain Kfe in 
melancholy* and regret, or let the 
finHing rofe of your pleafores wiAer 
*♦ and fade in tfia ftm of grief tmA (te- 
«• ipah-. In this city is a goHfinrth's 

" fon 

' The days of the moonS declbttiioir from the full. 
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^^ foil of exceeding comelinofs ^nd i^eau-. 
^^ ty, and all air and grace» before whofe 
'^ radiant face the. gold of the fun would 
'^ fink lower in value than brais* The 
" roie, from envy of his delicate mouth„ 
'^ would wifh that it' again might :{hrink 
*^ into the bud. The .rumour of- his 
beauty, . like the fame of ^oquence^^ 
has gone to the quarters of the globcj. 
and envy of his perfedjions in the 
colours of day has reached all Mn 
^\ tions, 

yfiHsE. 

^^ An idol^ fromjkmg whofefarm and 
^^ ff^^^ fhi div$^4 would wiartAe zmnar^ 
^^ for ^ hmdred years. 

" T'otir ififi plan is^ that having ^ 
" mi(tedhimi0 the fetirmint of ymr com^ 
*^ J^^ you/hould relieve your heart from 
" this Ufe-wajling melancholy.*^ 

.' ThcL 

y The ftring \Ttytn actofe Ac (hduld€r3| «F '•• 
facred badge, by Hmdoef. , . 
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The lady, on hearing this melody, 
like the nighdt^^, having expanded 
the, wings of oiriofity in fearch of this 
flower of the garden of beauty, drew 
the veil of purity from the face of her 
condition, and deviating from the centre 
of innocence, ran heedleis into the four 
quarters of guik: In otder to attain the 
means of gratifying her wifhes, fhe rc- 
quefted help from the favourite attend- 
ants von the carpet trf her confidence. As 
this affair, on account of the negligence 
of agents, did not receive fpeedy conclu- 
fion, and the feafon of defire was extend- 
ed to intolerable length, the fire of love 
^having blazed from the grate of her 
heart,) charmed her, like the moth," into 
the flame of impatience. One day, there- 
fore, when deprived of reafon, as is 
fomctimes the cafe with fanciful ladies 

refemb- 

* The circling flight of the moth round the 
flame of a lamp, and its frequent deftrudlion 
therein, is by all Perflan writert ufed to exem- 
plif/ the impatience and hazards of love. 
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refembling angels> having turned her 
thoughts to the adornment (^her perfbn^ 
fhe put on her mod cofUy robes^ and 
graced her neck and ears with ornamezits 
of pearl. 

« 

VERSES. 



Her eyehrows with black flu tiffed % 
Her glances in magic flu infiruSed^ 
Under her eyes the enticing foorma ^Jhe drew ; 
She JketcKd a fmile with the point dfthe 

utteeb.^ 
She gave the lily the glow of the argwaun \ * 
'To the tulip flu gave' the quality of the cane.^ 
The Jilvercyprefsjhebung/wiih pear L 
Her head andiofomjhe adorned with jewels. 
On the moon^ flu placed a ch&n offiars. 

Undgr 

* Powder of antimony introduced under the 
eye, is fuppofed to give it ftrength and }q(l;re. 

^ A fort of bodkin ufed to introduce the 
foorma. 

* A fpecies of rofe; painted her cheeks. 
^ This expreilion I cannot explain. 

* Her head. 



t/ndsr the giiid^ace of iM wkk^d 
■Madatttt like the rafi:lHttl» hmruig €x> 
vored thft robe of h«r own chaftity^ and 
tte faonour cf htr hiftft>abd# A10 iy«nt to 

the Bazar, and having come to the fldllRtl 
goldfmith, delivered him fome valuable 
jewels, and defired that as foon as poffi- 
ble hs trwld fek tkem in<!o 4 taAd^ 
bracelet for the arm. Itt the couHe pf 
\:oav^at!oa> «s if bf cJunce^ throwing 
JB^de tke vtat from the face of the fw, 
(he caft one inviting look upon him. 
Tht goidfinith ho&xtidy, on viewing 
fiic^ a beautiful objeft, bifrot with the 
fire of lAomtKment. Carried aWa/ by 
the flood of diftni^ftioA in the raging 
wa^es, he bcoame in&nfibie to himfelf 
and Jiis friends. After a long time, 
emerging from the depth of ftupefaftion, 
he rsaKhisA due ihore of retovered fenfe. 
With ardent d«fire, once mort a piercing 
look the arch-browed charmer glanced. 
He. beheld a beauty formed fpr love, 

that 
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that would rend the veil of a world's 
fwr'ity, and exclaimed : 

*^ Ah ! deftroyer of the peace of 
^^ peries and of men, now that the 
*' wealth of my heart has become the 
^' prey of thy cruel looks, and the reins 
•*^ of my power have fallen into the 
•^* controul of thy keen piercing eye- 
*^ lafhes; for God's fake, be not ui;- 
mindful of the duties of compaffion, 
nor exercife coynefs -, but tell me 
what is thy heart-alluring name, and 
^^ where is thy foul-delighting abode ? 






? 



VERSE. 

*• fPTto art thou^ for I am the Jlavt of th/ 

** name? 
** 1 am^ tho* unpurchafed by money^ your 

•• Jlave."" 

The lady, playfully fmiling, and 

imitating the deceptions of Samri,' took 

VOL. I. L a fmall 

f Suppofed by the Mdrulmauns to be the 

perfon 
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ft fmall mittor irom mmkr iier am^ «rtd 
having foiled the face of it ^miA. tibck 
paint, placed it for an inftant before the 
lieartkis k^rer; then ifcatteriit^ fbme 
leaves of the tar tree t>xi watcr» Mdi 
Mj d^xle as a ftftonig foMarc&t vad K 
citadtUoft}r as the higheft hoaren^ ih 
foaiimg to which the eagle would left 
his power of flighti and the Sixf> 
oargh' fhed the wihgs of ftreng^ 
hftlf-way in the attempt. Do not, 
then, vathly fufli <m deaths or fhxx 
thy foot rafhly in the jaWs <jf the 
crocodile. Meaibre not impradotitiy 
the path of madnefs, and, like Muj- 
jenou, rufh not into the defert of pub- 
lic expofure. The ^atom cafuiot touch 
the ftirrup taffels of Ae fun, or the 
moth fly to the battlements of the 
*^ heavens." Thus ihe j^oke> and 
took the road to her own dwelling. 

The 

perfon who made ftc gcfWcn t^, mi ^ ma- 
gkail tricks drew the ffraelites to xddlatiV* 
< A fabulous bird <d eaftem romance. 
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The g6idfinith> in whofe heart the 
ibal-woundhig dart of love for that 
xnioon*aitnM£Hng ibrcei^fs^ had pierced to 
tlie (haft, &{ik down <m the groutid of 
SmpaAteoce, and, in the excels of anxiety, 
thromng aiide hk iit^ements, he hast- 
ened to his hoi3&, and prepared anew, in 
the m^uket of reproach, the fhop of in- 
iCttiky. His wife, when Ihe beheld his 
face, which was wont to appear as the 
re%kndent fun, or the bioiToming role, 
•ZKDW become paie as gold leaf ti^nburni^- 
ed i and perceiyed ^^ ncins ^f his fenfes 
£dlcsi from tjhe hdnd of prudence ; from 
her qmck penetration, gueiTed that the 
dart of love from ibmveogler had i>eached 
the heart of the young man, and that 
the. curved eyebrows of fome beauty had 
caft her iimple hu/band into diii:rd(s. 

Love is a precious gem, which, like 
the rays of the fun, to fhut up in the 
^'iC|l^Urigf of fecrecy,; h qva of the <^^p.^ 

■■' -> L 2 a beam 
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a beam of the; light of its beauty (hines, 
the mirror of fenfe it deprive of the re- 
.flecStion of underftancling. The company 
of it (love) leads to diftrefs and wild* 
,nefs ; and knowledge of it is aflbciated 
.with folitude and wandering. Its parox- 
yfms fometimes will drive a man into 
ignorance of himfelf, and ibmetimes 
.with the beafts of the defart caft .the lot 
of acquaintance. The veffel of its ban- 
quet, except of the fait liquid of tears, 
Ogives no juice to the bowl. Its rofe-buih 
.receives nurture from the feven-brancb- 
ed fountain of the eye, and its breeze 
caufes flowers upon flowers to bloflbm in 
the culture of the heart.^ 

The 

* I doubt not but the above rhatpfody has 
appeared nonfcnfe. In fuch ftylc however the 
orientals defcribe love, both divine and human, 
and the, European reader is often confounded 
amid a cloud of metaphors, the beauty of which 
his mind cannot poffibly taftc, or comprehend the 
' meaning of. We have' however aS abfurd fKghts 
of language in the devotional Tgvings^ of fome 

enthufiadic 
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The artful wife, frbih the manner of 
^er fimple hufband, gueflihg the truth 
of his fituation, by wheedling and coax- 
ing, jjrevailed upon him to reniove the 
cover from the jar of fecrecy, and poured 
the wine of his inmoft thoughts into the 
(Cup of relation. He declared his love for 
that cruel moon of beauty, Sameri-mind- 
ed, and difclofed the account of her enig- 
matical converfation. The cunning wife, 
by her keen penetration, folving this 
riddle into a favourable meaning, aflced 
the heartlefs man, faying, *^ Haft thou 
formed any idea what the foul-enti- 
cing damfel meint by the ftrange 
adions which, under the obfcurityof 
myfterioufnefs, (he made ufe of?" 
The goldfmith replied, ** The hand of 

L 3 " my 

enthufiadic Moravians and other fanatics* Haiiz, 
Saadi, Jami, and all the Perfian Poets abound 
(00 much in m;)'lVic and unintelligible rhapfod^r, 
the contemplation of which, has driven many aa 
holy, dirvefhe mad. My author, Einaiut Oolla, 
I fear» will be found too obfcurely figurative ia 
many paiTages. ' 



€C 
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" oti the margin of which g^xyws the 
*' tar. While it is day, then, Tearch for 
** the habitation of thy miftrefs, and find 
" oyt ^e fpot. Under the veil of 
* night, who is the giver of light 
'* to the enjoymena of lovers, con- 
** vey thyfelf to the manfioa of thy 
•* beloved." 

The goldfinith, by direftion of his 

■wife, having haftened into the path of 

fearch, after much &ttgue reached thf 

wiflied-for fpot; and on his arrival it 

appeared. 
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^ppearedlj that it was the palace of the 
vizier* When this became clear to him, 
h^ began to xu];niBate> ifaying to himfelf, 
** For ine of mean note to hope attain- 
^^ ment of. my defires in fuch a fplendid 
*^ ihaniicm, can in no way accord with 
^^ reafon> nor is it in any way poffible. 
^^ Undoubtedly it muft have been an im~ 
." poftor, who, having enfnared my 
^* heart and faith, has led me fainting on 
^* the road of defire, afide from the path 
^^ of hope, and betrayed me into the 
** vapoury mift of error." 

Returning from the place in the ut- 
moft defpair, he came to his own houfe, 
and related the refult of his fearch to his 
wife. She, who in wifdom and know- 
ledge was fuperior to her huiband, ex- 
claimed, '^ Ah ! heartlefs, fimple man, it 
may chance that the goblet of thy 
wiihes may in that palace he crowned 
with th? wine of enjoyment, becaufe 
the dignity of love is too great to be 

L 4 '^ confined 






it 
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'^ confinedj like rank-coniulting policy^ 
" within rules> or to run in fearch thro' 
by-ways after propriety or equality of 
condition. In the fovcreignly potent 
** court of love, the crown- of the mo- 
" narch and the cap of the beggar bear 
*^ the fame price. He makes no diC-. 
" tindtion between the robe of KhoofT- 
*^ roo, and the hempen veft of Ferahad. 
With him anceftry is of no confe- 
quence, and there no <Uftinaion prc- 
*' vails. Your beft meafure is, that 
" to-night again, fitting on the ground 
" in thy beloved's path, you wait in 
" expeftance until from the unknown 
" world the fuccefs of thy undertaking 
*'. fhall take place, and the dark night of 
*^ defpair be changed to the. fhining 
** morning of hope. ' ' 

VERSJ?. 

Of many a lock to which there w as no 
key an opener hath fuddenly appeared. 

When 
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When the bride illuming the world, 
(the fun) throwing over her head in the 
darknefs of night a civet coloured veil, 
haftened from baflifulnefs at the keen 
oglers of the azure canopy, into the re* 
tired chamber of the weft, the goldfinith, 
by confent of his wife, (peeding to the 
abode of his charmer, feated himfelf in a 
corner j and, like the l^ergus, extend- 
ing his eyes around, waited the rifing of 
the moon of his miftrefs's beauty. Un- 
fortunately, from the profoundnefe of 
his reveries, deep, the portion of misr 
fortune, overpowering the heart-brokeh 
man, added infenfibility to his foUy^ 
When half the night was paft, the in- 
toxicated with the wine of beauty, name- 
ly, the vizier's lady, into whofe fold the 
arrow of love for the goldfmith had 
pierced, unable to controul her paflioh^ 
having left the haram, coquettifhly ad- 
vanced, and beheld her foolifli lover, ne- 
gleftful of his objeA, fubdued by the 
fleep of forgetfulncfs, ^ancl. unworthy the 
^ iuccefi 



fytatb of vjgUanQC. Sle b^koaed to 
an attcnd«nt> who flapped feme walnuts 
into the hoSom of that diftinginihed in 
the region of foUy> iuid> turning hadk, 
retired into the haram. 



y£RSE. 



B^<quintif richis aremhh p4tK to 
a mm um^fairmtA hfis the tr^. 



When the globe-warming fun beam* 
«d rays of light from his eaftem cavern, 
.the goldiinith haying awQke from fle^p, 
.repaired forrowful and gloomy to his 
hwfe ;. and the wife, by his difeppqinted 
manner, guefled that his hand had not 
^thered the rofe qf enjoyment, or the 
fngance of hopfe refreftied his fe^fe. 
Hftvittg wiped hfe head and face from 
fka duft, fhe enquired his adventurer, 
and faid, " What ht^ been produced 
. <f fitwn the womb of chance V^ He re- 
plied, ^^ My night hath coiweivfid no- 
• ^^ %bg ewept hopeieflnds and defpftir ; 
. . '.; ^^ and, 









3nd> excepting vain expe<5faieioi;i and 
anxiety, from my fleeping fbrtufnc, no 
confequence occurred." The wife, 
opening t» him tbe^^cMtals of encourage- 
ment and coniblation, faid, ^^ Be not 
allied to gioom and melanchofyj but 
put on frefh raiment> that eafe may 
^« occur." When the young man un^ 
tied the bands of his vcft, the walnuts 
fell firom his bofom on the ground j upon 
which the wife, thrufting her fingeri 
towards his fenfelefs face, faid, ^' O thou 
** fimplcton, doubtlefs thou didft reach 
^* the abode of thy charmer, but, like 
thy own evil ftar, from negKgenc* 
havix^ Mien afle^, becameft infenii- 
ble that wakeful prosperity attended 
thy piUow. When (he found thee 
fhipid, fhe il4)ped the walnuts into 
thy bofom, as if to fay. As yet thou 
5< art an infant in the field of love j pre(- 
*^ tend not to fights but play with wat 
** nuts. However, to-night go agaiil 
** to the abode of thy nuftrcfe, and be 
# << cautious 
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^' cautious that fleep does not overcoine 
« thee ' 

* ' • • • 

When the bride e^«iight> having put 
on her black veil, gave tidings of enjoy-^ 
ment to lovers, and refreihed the fenfa- 
tions of the defponding with the odour 
of her amber locks, the goldfmidi's fon> 
full of hope, and yet trembling^ with 
apprehenfion> reached the abode of his 
mlftrefs. With a heart iwoln with de- 
fire, and eyes full of expeOation, he 
again fat down in the fame comer, till at 
length the gale of hope began to wave, 
and the gate of profpcrity was opened to 
his fortunes. The angel-formed Hoori 
enchanting lady (apparently like the 
proud peacock, fafcinated with its own 
beauty, but inwardly wafting and confum- 
ing) ha/ing opened a door, came out. 
When flie fuppofed the entrufted with 
the watch, and the charged with the 
commiflion of vigilance were overcome 
by the fumes of flcep, regarding the 

Oppor- 
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opportunity as a providential viftory,- flic 
fnatched the hand of the gpldTmith, and 
introduced him without interruption. 
Unluckily, from the intoxication of defire 
and gladnefs, ihe attended not to the 
fattening of the door, but commanded 
her confidential attendants to renew .the 
preparations of feftivity, and begin afrefh 
the dance and the fong. A jafmine- 
fingered damfel poured rofy wine into 
filver vafes, and made the circi^ation of 
the glafs, like that of the heavens^ un- 
ceafing. The figns of gladnefs and 
tokens of delight became apparent on 
the afpedt of the lovers. Now one, 
from the. (pring of the other's beauty, 
gathered with the eye the flowers of ad- 
miration, and drank at the fweet foim* 
tain of the lip of the water of life. 



• I . • > 



VERSE. 



. Moderation defirted the hearts of the lovers ; 
: The intoxication of blifs turned their heads \ 

TJie 
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'ttuii^ i>fihi ieatt fMxi fhi nim if 
■Fsiima fiiUel fnm thm winit Mi tig 

in dm fitvatbn, when the lovets 
tioaMt idF ti0thtiig bat ptatmrtj md 
<OPeii tbe lips oif tte cupat tkesr itttocpot- 
tiM Allied like the rofe-bad «t the 
bme«t> fate <m llie cpudk of happilie& 
ftowied) and fiittune poured the wine of 
-dife p po kl toeat ixto tbe cup i»f cpjo)r-r 
intnt«. 

VXRJSE* 

fkkk fortune u^Ud ttn gnu of pr^fperiiy, 

Suddetdy^ the commander xsi tbt 
evening guard, who is the king of night, 
in patroling thecity, came to the vizier's 
palace, that he ^tght awaben iti^ceiifi-^ 
ndi^iKorm theihunber of nqghgence. He 
beheld the guards everywhere fleeping, 
: and 



•«^,x•^ 
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and the gate, like the ^yie of tibe Jorer, 

wide open. AAoniflimcnt filled bb 

mind» and he for an iaftant mufed on 

what might be the reafon> diat at fiick 

an hour, when night had hung the cur- 

tarn of darknefe on die face of the 

warld, the gate of the rizier's palace 

fltould ht undofed, and why the guards 

ihdtdd be fb negligent ? Feeling it]iss 

-duty to explore the caufe andvmavtl 

the knot of myftery, he advanced> and 

ifound all the feven pooiads, like the hand 

tof the benevolent, widely expanded, Pfe 

guefled that vice certainly was wakeiiil 

in this contention, ami therefore entered 

the iiaram. At a diftance he peroeivvd 

that the goldfmith, having extended the 

hand of plunder, was Aealing tiie gtms 

of the vizier^s honour, and,, from, his 

poverty, efteemed as precio«es the pofief- 

Hon of iuch a ^rea&re. At Sght of this 

circumftince^ the flans^ of iMralthishaKad 

in his inind^ and fufhing in wtt^ont dt- 

iay^ Jie loudly exclaimed, ** O heedlefs 

" wretches 
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." wretches, unroindfu! of God ! what 
■" flame of evil is this, which you have 
" kindled in the ftorchoufe of your ex- 
" iftoncc!" 

^Kifce goldfmith iiiHantl/, on this (xsr 
-cartcnce, fainted away wirh dread ; and 
^thevizicr's wife alfo turning aghaft, let 
fall the chryflal of happlnefs, and Ihed the 
wine of felicity from the cup of her 
fancy on the ground of defpair. The 
lady made a fignal to an attendant, that 
file fliould prefent a large fum of money to 
the officer^ and entreat him, that depart- 
ing not afide irom the path of fympathy, 
he would ob&rre the cuftoms of indul- 
:gence to venial faults. The oiEcer did 
:not in die leaft attend to the gold, and 
: wbuld not uflier the requeft into the place 
-of acceptance. He then dragged forth 
;the two defponding wretches in the moft 
difgraceful manner, (may filch never 
~ag«a happen to lovers) and v^hami- 
• ' - liatipn. 
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Jiatioh^ greater than which cannot be 
imagined^ confined them in the prifon. 

The lady, when fhe faw that th^ 
door of hope was on every fide (hut up, 
znd the bufinefs extended even to the 
deftraftion of her exiftence, remained 
like a dot in the circle of apprehenfion. 
As much as fhe courfed the fteed of 
reflcftion in the plain of contrivance, no 
end appeared to the expanfc of defpair. 
As fhe had heard, from the converfation 
of her ideot gallant the goldfmith, fbmc- 
thing of his wife, and in feme degree 
obtained information of her wit and 
ingenuity, fhe therefore made figns t6 
an attendant, who of penetration and 
judgment had an ample fhare, that with 
the utmoft fpced conveying herfelf to 
the goldfmith 's houfe, fhe fhould throw 
into it a bowl. This being done, the 
goldfmith^s wife, from her quick pene- 
tration, infbmtly guefTed that the bowl 
of the two lovers had fallen from the 
VOL. I, M ' battlement. 
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battlement^ and fortune unfavourable^ 
caft a difficult impediment in the way of 
the two broken-hearted. Rifing with 
all fpeed> Ihe opened the door, and 
beheld a woman veiled waiting the echa 
of her bowl; of whom ihe enquired, 
^ying, ^^ At a feafon when fowls and 
'' fi(h are at reft, for what caufe and in 
*' fuch hiurry art thou come?" The 
handmaid informed her of the diftrefled 
ifaite of the two unfortunate wretches, 
and difdofed the particulars of the acci- 
dent. 

The goldfmith's wife, when ihe unr 
4erftood this intricate cafe, perfumed 
fome wet fweetmeats with muik and 
amber, put them into the bowl ; and 
having tied up a fum of money in a 
corner of her veil, haflened with the 
utmoft ipeed and celerity towards the 
houfe of mourning. Having invoked 
bleffings and praifes on thekeepers of the 
prifon, fhe befought their permiffion to 

enter 
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enter, faying, ** I had a favourite obje<5t> 
'^ and made a vow, that when the gem 
'^ of deiire ihould come into my hand, I 
^^ would give a treat of confedionary to 
^' the imprifoned. God, under the auf- 
^ pices of the fortunate afpirations of 
** fuch virtuous perfonages as your-. 
'* fehres, favoured by heaven, having 
*' condufted my defign to fuccefs, I am 
*' now come, that I may difcharge the ob- 
** ligation of my vow," When fhe had 
finiihed her fpeech, ihe laid the money 
fhe had brought at their feet, and the 
keepers^ highly gratified with the prefent^ 
immediately allow^ her to enter. 

The artful wife, with many flatteries 
and (bothing words, pafTed under the 
very beards of the half intoxicated fools, 
and haftened into the prifon. Having 
diftributed her confeftionary to the dif* 
ferent prifoners in their turn, fhe came 
to the two fbvereigns of the regions of 
love and beauty^ who, like the moon and 

M 2 mercury. 
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mercuiy, had met ia ^q manilon ^ 
mauTpicfous conjatu5ibn« The viuftf''^ 
kdy (taking the hint) iWift a» tiie light- 
foot^ hreeze, rifing up and feizing the 
bowl from the goldfmith's wife» with 
her handmaid^ pai&d (im&^fted) t& 
her own palaQe. The goldfinith^a wife 
&t down in her place oa a priionor bf 
the iide of her huiband. 

When the queen enlightening the 
vforld, (the fUn) having left the manfiona 
of the eaft, had afbendod the ^dsA 
throne pf the heavens^ tht officer o£ tild 
night, exultang and r^oieing, hafti^efid 
to the prefence of the other vizier, with 
whom, as the minifler had entf rtiined 
fbme difguft againii: hia coUeagu^> h^ 
hoped the difcovery of his family ^^ 
grace would give him credit. Hi?,r§Jft- 
ted ail the particulars. The noble Yiiikr> 
aftonijfhed at the circumftancefi^ at &xS: 
refuied his a^ent, ^nd faid to him&lf> 
** How can the o(xurreiRce of fuch an 

*' improbable 
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'* Unptoh^Mt tvtnt have belief? Cef- 
*' tsardy the iftagiftrate of the night rhilft 
'* have fallen into a great error ; for how 
could it be pdilible^ with the exiftence 
of the ftate attendance, the dread of 
the power of the vizier, and th« 
** numbiers ftationed round his palace, 
'" that a mean goldfmith ihould Venture 
^* on fiich a bufinefs ?" However, as the 
officer, being refohite in afleveration, res 
Yiewed his dedarations, the viisier With 
fome of his confidehtial attendants re- 
piiffed to the prifon, and t^mtiianded 
that they fhouid bring before him the 

hiinifter's kdy aftd the adult^^itfus gdld- 
frhith. 

When they were brought,- the gtold- 
fmith's wife uplifted the cry of oppref- 
fion, and complaining of the injuftice of 
the magiftlrdle of the night, exd^imedi 
" In an age of the impartial juftice of 
^ fuch a virtuous foVereigh, and i vi- 
zier like thyfelf the erhbfettl of difin- 
M 3 " tereftednefs j 



<( 
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" tcrcftednefs ; when the wolf is a (hep- 
" herd, and the ttief a watchman jtous, 
*' the helplefs preys of cruelty, a hard- 
" fhip has occurred, at which the eyes 
*' of the planets are aftonifhed, and the 
" heavens trembling for their own lafe- 
** ty. In fliort, laft night, my hufband 
" and myfelf, according to known cuf- 
" torn, repofcd on the bed of refrefli- 
" ment. The drunken magillrate, 
" forgetful of God, nifliing fuddenly 
** upon us, without accu&tton, crime or 
** guilt, dragged us out by the hair, 
*' and tunding our hands and necks, 
" like murderers deferring deadi, with 
^* iron fetters, placed us in the cell of 
*' the dwellers in prifon, and afflitfted us 
** with various tortures." 



V Opewerful prince, if tfiwMfordefi me net 

, " ndrefsy 
" to thte there wiU be athf ef eeeamt. 

; " ^ImA aflfnt." 

The 
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The vizier having engaged in ob- 
taining the proper information, when he 
found the woman's declaration worthy 
of credit, and the filth of oppreffion 
apparent on the veil of the weak magif- 
trate, was highly enraged at fuch an 
improper aft of that officer j and having 
releafed the gcddfmith and his artful wife 
with thoufands of apologies, committed 
the chief of the police for the crime of 
infufficiency, with many reproaches and 
humiliations, to prifon. Thus did the 
goldfinith's wife, by the invention of 
fuch a wonderful trick and ailoniihing 
deceit, free thefe two defponding lovers 
from fuch a life-endangering fnare. 

VERSE. 

Such is the work of affeSlionate (virtuous) 

woman. 
The art of woman is beyond all bounds.^ 

M 4 . CHAP. 

^ Dow has given the outlines of this tale, filled' 
up with more colour of his own than language of 
the original. 



•^ 
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Another of the loyal companions 
of the prince, having advanced the Iwift- 
paced deed of eloquence into the pkin of 
fpeech, reprefented, that through pre* 
fervers of traditions, and the hiftorians 
of fecret events, it was thus related. 

In a certain city there w^s a middle 
aged man, of good figure, by profeffion 
a foldier j who poffeffed the goods of life 
in abunda»ce^ and lived in perfedt eafe 
and affluence. His timcj night and day,. 

he 
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he pafied in die joys of company and 
delights of fociety^ but refrained ftDrti 
intercottfie with wameti« Shsmning the 
dangers of matriittony,^ he quaftlsd the 
goblet of celibacy, and drank the liquor 
of the wineflmt of iffngle life* Thos in all 
delight and enjoyment he paffed a care-^ 
lefe life in reputation ; till after a length 
of tiine^ when the lUr of his fortune* 
was defcending from the altitude of 
honour to the depth of difgrace> an dffi^ 
crous friend, who was preparing (un- 
knowingly) a thoufand evils, intruded 
on his time, and feeing his cafe and afflu-» 
ence, faid to him in privacy, " My 
*^ friend, the chiefeft of all Weffingi 
'^ which God has beflowed on man, i* 
*^ the fociety of womaon. No folitaiy 
^' delights cm equal it > nor do all the 
*^ other pleafoes of the world exceal 
<^ thofe of femde ^olttpitty and csonveN 
*' fatioftr With ii& yotir weakh and 
*^ enjoyments, t6^ dej^m yottrfeif df 
'^ thiai- happinefs, and to wafte your pre- 

<« cious 
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^' cious youth, which has no return, in 
*' iinglenefs, and to quit the pleafing 
^' fcenes of the world in diiappointment> 
•* true wifdom forbids.*' 

The young foldier replied, " My 
^* kind friend, though thy fweet ipeeches 
give delight to the palate of the mind, 
yet, as women by nature deviate from 
'^ the arduous path of reftitude; and 
^^ the rofe of their compofition is void 
^' of the tinge and (cent of conftancy, 
^^ I have avoided connection with this 
'^ fickle race, and have diiTolved the 
'* treaty of aflbciation with the fex. If 
" I now (hould venture upon it, I dread 
" left fome unwelcome or difhonourable 
occurrence ihould happen, which 
might caufe me difgrace among men, 
and the ftores of charader and repu- 
tation, which in fo long a period I 
have colleded, ihould }?c deftroyed 
in the twinkling of an eye, and the 
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** remains of life be fpent in lamenting 
** my honour/' 

The companion replied, " My ho- 
'^ nourable friend, what unbecoming 
'' idea is this, that has pofleiTed thy 
" mind ? Not all women are deftitute 
" of the ornaments of conftancy, or the 
graces of virtue; for beneath this 
azure dome are numbers, by the auf- 
** pices of whofe purity the pillars of 
" the world are kept firm. If thy idea 
was juft, and all men who are haften- 
ing upon this earthly plain, (many of 
whom compared to thee, are much 
wifer) having kept their chambers 
deftitute of the gleams of the marriage 
** lamp, had been averfe from the fob- 
'^ lime command, the conneding bands of 
* ^ theworld would be diflblved, the threads 
'* of offspring, and defcent be broken, and 
'^ the race of man in a very fhort time 
" be at an end. Certainly this fantafy 
is wrong, which has been imprefled on 

thy 
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" thy imagination. By no metes ddmit 
" fuch an imworthy idea, and rertiain 
" not deprived of fuch an incxpreffible 
'* feHcity. Now, n^rhilftthc flower of 
^* thy age in the garden of Hfe is 
^* rtoift with the water and glow of 
** manhood, afld the autumnal Might of 
** grey halts hai not found admifEon 
" to the rofe^bulh of thy exiftence, 
** perform thy duty ; otherti^ife, when 
oppdrtunhy ftiafl hare puffed from 
thy hands, thou wik be afliinled; 
^^ and howmuchfoever thou may 6ft clap 
*' the hands of regret together, if will 
*' not relieve thee- " 

VERSE. 

<^ f/ie talue of oppor t unity j if th 
** mind c^ynpnhends mty and rmdins inac^ 
** tl'oey gnat is the mnification it will 
*' coflelipr itsfutun hours.'' 

The officer, by the tempmtfotts and 

fehtleemfeAti of hfe frt^tid, beiiig led 

afidQ 
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afide from tl^ path of fwurity and r^i-^ 

pofe, fixed hi^ r^jrolv* tP marry ; m^ 
after much fearch and ma^y euqulrieSx 
took a daughter ftveu ° y^j:$ oldi» fwiW^ 

a yirtuQus family, and of hotwurabk 
d^fcent, into the bands of wfidloxkA 
Having fy?<a^ Igpw matrpus of virtu- 
ous difpofitions, the perceptions eygn ©C 
whofe fancy the odour of vice had not 

reach^^ he inftruftfid ^sm that night 
and day they fliguld Jay before ^ler kf-. 

fi>ns of integrity, ppprie^ pf condu^ 

inodefty and caution j and fo re^refei^ 
to her the deformity of vi^e and wbe-.. 
coming a<aion^. («]^aging in which wouW 
1^ to evij) that their enormity fljfluld 
ifn{^«eis her mind, and ihe fearfully re-^' 
frain from them* Whw the duennia?^ 
by giving neceflary adnipnitionar teach- 
ing her praife-worthy af qompliihmente,^ 
and fetting before her proper rules of 

Cpflduft 

■Th6 females of Afia marry bofbre their teens*' 
The fame idea ieeips t9 hv(^ poSeff(4 tlm ai»4 * 
WvcHERLBy's Old Bachclor. 
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conduft, had direded her to the paths of 
duty, by the happy example of good 
company, and repeated traditions of the 
celebrated for virtue ; the mirror of her 
mind, being prepared to receive ^rtuous 
hnpreffions, became the refleftor of good 
qualities, and the iburce of meritorioiis 
a^ons. 

The hulband, on beholding the orna- 
ments of her virtue and graces of her 
fidelity, was filled with joy and exulta- 
tiot^L ; and refigned his heart like a ball 
to the mace of her amber-fcented looks. 
He drank the wine of life from her 
gentle boibm, and from the tree of her 
foul-ravifhing ftature, gathered the fruit 
of hope. Fondly fuppofing his paft age 
a vapour, he fancied her pleafureable 
company a new life. 

The wife, who as yet was innocent of 
the arts of woman and the wiles of the 
fex, for fome time fixed her heart on the 

love 
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love of her hufband ; and with (fincere 
afiedtion and tendemeis attended to his 
commands. When he beheld her beauty 
accompanied with modefty, and her 
finiles indicating the conflancy of a 
friend^ his heart and life fell a facrifice 
to her lovely manners. Efteeming a 
moment's abfence from her as a great 
affliftion^ he willingly enchained his ibul 
in the fetters of her love. 

After an interval of (bme yearsj on a 
prefling occafion^ a journey became ne- 
ceffary. By force yielding his mind to 
ieparation^ he proceeded on his expedi- 
tion. In the days of abfence^ daily did 
he torture the bird of his heart in the 
fire of grief^ and fhed a deluge of tears 
from his eyes. By every gale of ipring, 
his meiTage was to refrefh the garden of 
his beloved. The hope of her com- 
pany, like the weftern breeze, became 
the means of unfolding the rofe-bud of 
his heart. 

It 
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It happened in the abfcncc of the ■ 
young man, that one day the wife, at 
R time when her mind was hccdiefi of 
the fnares of love, and her heart unre- 
flcAing on thft anxiety of her hufband, 
having afcendcd the terrace of her houfe, , 
fuddenly met the eye of an handlbme 
youth. Having drawn the veil of mo- 
defty over her face, /he defcended from 
-the terrace ; but the experienced gallant, 
when he faw the muflcy fawn, gave his 
he^ in purfirit; and commiffioned an 
oM woman, that, tn any way that jn^jiit 
b fl fe r, fhe ilumld enfiure die tunonms 
deer of Aefdaln of bcaoty and lovrfinefi. 
The artfttl wretch htnng fbnnd her 
dwelKng, entered it m Ihe dflgtiife of a 
ieticr of 6owerS| and making dieap bar- 
^uns an introdnAioii to confidence and 
cfteem, repeatedly obtMned the honour of 
admifTton ; till at kngth fhe made deep 
^e impreffion of intimacy. By degrees, 
kfter difconrfing on various fobjefe, Ae 
at laft flipped in the mention of her 
objcft. 
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objedt^ and impudently (et forth the 
ardent defirei and languUhxnent of her 
employer. 

. The. wife, foe to continence, at firft, 
though ihe figni£ed difpleafure, and 
avoided liftening to fiich fpeeches ; yet, 
from cot^ftant repetition and renewal of 
declaration, at length gave ear to them, 
and was filenti till at laft lofing her moj 
ddly, (he became eftranged from the 
wjiys of grace, and fell into the path of 
error. She now began toaccept preients 
of ciu'ioittie^, liften to declarations of 
love, and flatteries became grateful to 
r her mind. She accuftomed h^elf daily 
to put her head out of the windows, to 
walk much on the terrace,"* and with her 

vot. I. M crefcent- 

■^ The hoafei ia AHa h$re fbt rooft terraced, 
forrottnded bjr parapet walls fomewhat higher 
than the human ftaturci on which the inhabit- 
ants fit to enjoy the air, and often fleep at 
night. When women go npon thcfe terraces, 
their coming is announced by a loud cry from 

a domeftic, 
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crefccnt-like cyebr^lr W^ •givie^ the Wlflk 
of invitation to her gaflttit. i»Wh*l tiie 
wineofdefire was fermented, ai^iAe 
fea of love rofe in waves, not fatisfied 
^th a go43etween at mJefTa^, ihe ad- 
mitted the. iaver into .^etireinent^ lanfl, 
without the hindrance: «xf. jslxi intruder^ 
having qaaiSed tiie-wine ^of Joy, blighteA 
the rofe ci her hMft>3nd'^ kottiMr wider 
the heat of ^he iUA *Gtf ^ wiek«dne&. Ift 
fhort, in ^e couife- isf-^ue^weekj, hir 
obligation th ^ber^horfba^d^Qfeittedher 
remembnince i and elfemilnfg^the regatd 
and love ^f ib many yeai* as n^Aihg 
worth, ftie, with adl «hconcerin, dt^ 
forth the wine of pleitfiire feom -the 
Icindly Aores of her new friend, and daily 

and 



.-/ • > • 



a domeJdic, requeuing the male inhabicanta of 
loftier rhoirfes to keep' wifhia. doors, which is 
generally done* In the defcriptioo pf a good 
woman by Periian autl^ors, however, feldom. fre- 
quenting the '-terraces and not £tting near.a 
window,, tre r^cfconed among the vtttobs ; ^hich 
ihews that aflignations are <fometinies • made irom 
. them, .ia fpite of walls and lattices. 



and Tngbdjr Irom the garden of his com- 
'pfany gathered the flowers of ddtght. ' 

. !• . . ^ ■ . .. ; • I. ■ • ■ 

^ A jlofrg'time had pafled • in the 
kbbve inaiiner; when her hiriband return- 
ed infafety'frbm his journey ^ but, from 
the pain of ^fence from this impure 
^man, his '"body was as the waning 
moon, and only the fliadow of his former 
•felE In his frahie there Was no ftrcngth, 
liOr beauty ' In liis zfjpt£k. The colour 
liad'fled ftdtd his once rofy check, and 
Tife^ depended iii his body on a -finglie 
'thread. Theitet^s of his eye, from 
the anxiety of his mind, had affomed a 
jaundiced hue* When he beheld again 
the beauty of his beloved, he reached 
the ^ fhore of hope from the " ftormy 
Wayes of aiBitSipn, and efcaped as it 
were from the whirlpool of defpair. The 
perception of his heart Tcenting the 
.odour of deKght* he with, Ixanfport 
cla^^ed his wife Jin embrace. rBf^^^*- 
ing the forehead qf humility •ou'^tbe duft 

i N 2 of 
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of gratitu4ej and ofl^ii^ vp eameft 
thanldgtvings, he ikid, '^ Ta God im 
'^ thanks and praife, that my eye at fight 
'* of thy beauty hai iKg^n reoetved 
*' light, and^ the ftar of xifij ibrtiines, 
<« having ariien from the -^ii^ptioL of de« 
*' ipaifj - has xeguned the-,aiceadant of 
" delight.. The happing, of thy fq- 
.*^ ciety is once more my .lot» and the 
'^ feafbn of aUence and.vexadon is paft. 
" If, for the remainder of my life, I 
<^ fhould detail the anxiety and {brrow 
" which occurred to me during fepara- 
" tion, I could not reprefent the tenth 
«^ part.'* 

VERSE. 

" / am he^ who Jlretched fny eyes in 
" /^A/ of my beloved. How can I exfrefs 
•* my gratitude to thee^ OdeSverer^ cheri/h- 
" erofthyflave? 

•* The anxiety which pojjeffed my foul 

•* from theforrow of abfence^ to defcribe is 

«^ impoj/ible^ but in prolix detail:^ 

The 
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The wife, who had experienced the 
traniport of a new partner, and quaffed 
from the ftores of love the wine of de- 
fire, regarding the arrival of her hufband 
as a dart in her fide, faid in her heart, 
" Would that he had fallen headlong 
" into the gulf of annihilation, and never 
" returned in fafety from the defart of 
" travel !" As much as the hufband ca- 
refTed and fhewed fondnefs, the wife figni- 
fied difgufl, and efleemed the fhcrbet of 
his company taflelefs. The fatigues of his 
expedition and the anxieties of abfence 
had reduced his health, and great altera- 
tion for the worfe taken place in his 
countenance j fo that fhe could not bear 
to fee him. Added to this, as her 
wifhes to quaff the wine of delight from 
the flores of her lover's company, and 
to gather the rofe of fatisfadion from the 
tree of his fociety, were -not now attain- 
able, fhe became divefted of patience. 
Thefume^of madnefs <:urling in her 
brain, from exCefs of paffion fhe funk on 

N 3 the 



Having called h 
admitted to the retir. 
Ae faid, " I am tor 
** fortunate luck, ft 
•• me with two dreac 
•* eftrangement fron 
" ciety of my belo^ 
** the fight of the i 
*' my huftand." 

VERS 

-^ artgef has hiit 
demon glotes on my ieai 

tared with amazement, 
tkif! ' 



*' At prefent, thouf 
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road) yet I perceive, that from the 
fource of bounty' a ray has fallen on 
my mind, and enlightened it from the 
f* other world. With much art, pre- 
*^ tending myfelf ill, I will feign a life- 
wafting .c^mplaiiit, and at length, 
with utmoft eiForty afting the laft 
ago^iesy during the ftruggle of death 
^' I will bequeft,. that only thyfelf fliall 
"' be employed in enftiroudiag and bury- 
A^ tug me. After this, in the dulk of 
" evening, when to prepare the requi- 
*^ fites of unavoidable travd> the bride- 
groom of day fliaJl have funk into the 
grave of the weft, and the leila ^ of 
'^ night dilheveUed her locks over the 
*^ face pf the fun in UMmming,- 1 will fo 
^< hold in my breathy that myhulband 
" fhiall think. I have deferted this vain 
".world. After my burial, when all 
" are returned home, my foul-delighting 
** friend, having opened my txxah with 
<' all fpeed, c«i take me. out::of the 

N 4 .J i-"coffin> 

p The moon. 






" joy an ample /h, 

" other's fociety 

'' ieifure, without 

^ 'ntruder, we ca 

^[ J«''gfct, tnd quj 

* fure ftoni the g 

" f^Per that thou 

fcheme and imm, 

,, «y iover, that, « 

fi'ch unthought-< 

'^^ch the opportu 

«»d /he uttered pn^fe, 

;^^er«i„d, and the, 
i«dgme„t. She .,J 
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to the fky". The vicious-minded and 
deceitful wife, after two or three days 
confinement on the bed of pretended 
infirmity, with much dexterity panted 
i^n the couch of extremity. With 
monftrous artifice, giving to her fituation 
the femblance of the expiring lamp of 
dawn, fhe began to count her refpirati- 
ons, and, as if expedting her lafi: breath, 
according to declaration, made her will. 
Having given repeated inftruftions for 
the width of her tomb, fhe fo held in 
her breath, that to diftinguifli between 
her and a corpfe was npt in the power 
of the profeflbrs of wifdom and know- 
ledge. In ihort, when her impure exe- 
cutor, the nurfe, having^ burled thii^ 
wicked wretch, returned to the city, the 
bridegroom of the heavens had funk int^ 
the grave of the weft. The gallant, iii^ 
was concealed in a corner of the burying 
ground, with a crow and ipade inftandy 
darted out, and not giving Munkir** aiKl 

Nukkeer 

^' The MahuDimedani believe that when a coroTe 

is 
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Nukkeer the opportunity to queftion> 
fnatched the black ihrred woman from 
the grave ; the opening of which hamg 
properly clofed^ he dived mto the nig^, 
and conveyed her to another city -, where 
both having arrived at the height of 
their wi/hes^ devoted themfelves to fenfual 
enjoyments. At the hu/band's xnanfioni 

the 

• 

it laid i& tlie grare, it is received bj an angel, who 
gives it notice of the coming of the two examiners ; 
which are two black, livid angelsy of a terrible ap- 
pearance,^ named Munkir and Nukkeer. Tbefe 
order the dead perfon to fit upright, and' examine 
him concerning hi9-^ftith- as to the unity of God 

-afid the. miilion of Mahummud. If he anfwer 
lightly^ they ftifiec the body to reft in peace^ and 
it . is refrefhed by the air of paradifc ; but if not, 
they beat him, on the temples with an iron mace, 
til! be roars out for anguifh foloud, that he is heard 

•by all from eaft to weft, "^except men and genii. 

iThcn, they prcfa the earth tfpbn the oorpfe, which 
is.gnafv^d and' flu«g^ by ninety-nin^ dragons with 
fcveh heads each; or, as others fay,' tbciriins will 
\)ecbme venonxbus beafts, the grievous one flinging 

- Kke dragons, and the others like fcrpents ; circum- 
Haoceii which fome underfland in a£gurative fenfe* 
v—Vide^ axe's preliminary difcourfe, page loi. 
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the nurfe Itariiig prepaced. all the ce^ 
rembruabr of jmouming^. \ hypocritically 
performed the .cuftomsof condolence^, 
pra^tifed the forms of forrow, and loudiy^ 
fet up the. fbreams of lamentation. 

The artiefs-minded" hulband^ igaon 

rant of the wiles, of women, as he had, 

devoted his foul to the love of his wifcj^ 

from this heart-diftreffing event, withered 

as the grafs, rubbed his face with afties, 

and throwing a black dulk' over his 

fiiouldersy took up hisabode with eternal 

grief. Courting eftrangement from his 

relations and friend$> and chuiing hi^ 

refidence in the burying-ground> he 

became in his life-rttmci allied to the 

grave- ID ay and night, from his eyes 

4pwe4 fgalding tears, with which he 

waftied the duft-froip, her .grave. Hi$. 

food was ibrnow for his . love». and his 

^ ' componioa 

' •' • - - ■ : V . J •; :. .:; 

dc]^-4Ki4;\;4?:fl^iddlS| Z3(d j>ttt,cnrer the head ajid 
ihould«c«^M • . .. .V ... 
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whereti.tQ ^xercUe her calling and gain a 
livelihood, having iet vp a ihop^ ihe 
became teftiplpyed in her trade. On a cer- 
tain <da:yi according to the rules of brace- 
let feUers^f ihe walked through the city. 
By chance, in pafling the. door of the 
wicked wife, ihe ^ried her wares, and a 
hancimaid coming out, called her tf) her 
miftrefs. The bracelet feller, on figi^t 
recognized her, and, from excefs of afto- 
niftvnent, for an inftao^ was iilent. < She 
exan^ined her peribn^ • and when tiie 
TliipidpA of doubt, was removed, &id» 
*^ OjfirtUQUs.lady, w;ho hadfl removed 
*^ the. i^bes of ; exiftence from the con- 
^ ' ftA^^fit of this ^ pieriihable abode, to 

^* the immortal , wp|J4» and . tulipHlike 
'^^ left theicar of afili^ani orithe heart x>f 
*^ thy huiband, aiK| having driven lijii^i 
'^ from the path 6f fanity> hail m^id^ him 
/^ HkeMujjenou,' a wanderer in th^deiart 
'5 of ihadnefs ; how is it, diat thoii hail 
*^ come a iecond time^ from, the cave of 
*^ annihilation into the plain cf exiil- 

" ence i 



*' dice? For Gbd*s fafce, (peedilj in- 
^^ farm' me tdf ^thy^ wonderful ftory, 
^ otherWife, f rorti ^^xcefs ' of 'ru(penfe, 
^'^'ihe fiimes of TAadndfe will fedzemy 
'* brain," The •hTp6critii> preteftding 
Ignorance, made her not ]a ri»- Ifcaft 
acquainted with' the aiffair ; but, aicciifing 
tifie bracelet fetter of frenzy and delirittm, 

drove her firon ^i houfe. -^ 

pp*.-k* ,..,1 ' 

- • \ ' • • '•- . * ■ . 

■ ''ThetraceletfeB^^enragedyi^r'frorh 
vicimty, Ihe'liad fenie knowledge- bf the 
Inriband, haftened to "him. At- feftj in 
the* way of fytn^pathy and <JWictelence, 
Ihe f^nquired afteir his heakh/ ^ea 
'fliortly mentioiled the beauty,' tidelity, 
W "tekderkrfs ot^fefe wife. The httibond 
tnftahtly''dt6ppi«g''fe' Ihower'-^C' tears 
frohi'-his ey^j wSept* at ' thc'm€»itibn of 
Tii^ Wffif,' and itJneiJ«l fos diflff adlion at 
'htt-ilaime;' ^h^nihfe^ bracelet jfelferiaid, 
"••Ah-1^fin^le'iria», tihy wife.is -alive 



" ^;md wdli 'enjoyfe*^ the fdciety^of her 

'* ■ -galikht . t htO' 'his * -mouth ihe pours 

"' ' * *' from 
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** from her ruby lip the fhcrbet of eter- 

^^ na! life, and fcatters^ heaps off moift- 

'* ^fidi ' imflefrins 11^ hfe'bofom from 

** her delicate perfon. Why fboliftily 

^^Wirtreft thou like a. -fiiafce, coiled upon 

*' this heap-of duft' ? -why toftureffi tiiou 

thyfelf on the firebf fdrrow, and col- 

ledteft upon thyfelf done the troubles 

^•^ oTlthe four quartos -of the^^wbrld*? 

'^'ArifelTOm the 'earth of deipondfehcy, 

•^^ cleftrtfe ihe vefture saf Ay c6ttd?ti6h 

" from this filth, aiid, ^if tli66\*anft, 

devote thyfelf to the fervice of God, 

Iii6 'only pure/- ' :.!..:' ^ i 
• • • ' . ■ • I . . 

«- mn«ly 1^' i*fefet .kjfl^fitaWeiid*' lias 
*• TidldifleS'ami'ii-oBJf '^o. Jtme-^fee'me, 
*» wfee«s.'^Onv ite^jJieWrei 'by ^Ae'^krcJfd 

■« wkfcTAtfflaraei'of-ifeHow P '5*1 ia^liiot 
- . " befitting 
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'^ befitting thee. How is it poffible 
^' that a wife, (may her foul repofe iir 
the higheft maniion of panulile!) 
whoie members by this time have 
become an heap of duft, and lier 
'* bones the grave hath devoured-— how 
is it poifible> that ihe can play the 
g^uxke of incontinence with a gallant^ 
*^ or how quaff the wine of enjoyment, 
^' unleis JefuSy having descended from 
^' th^ ikiesj has breathed upon her de- 
•f cayed renuuns ?'* 



€€ 
€€ 
€€ 
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The bracelet feller replied, ". Why 
** doft thou, who haft no knowledge of 
*' thetricksof women and artifice of the 
^^ iex^ accufe me of falfi^ood ? If thou 
^' wiiheft that the truth fliould be dif- 
** dofedto thee> ancf this myftcry be- 
come revealed^ ihftantly ariie and 
follow me, :andj livithouit the inter- 
ference of another, enfighten thy 
eyes with the beauty of thy wife.** 
The hufband from this occurrence be- 
came 



if 
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Came overwhelmed iri thi^ fea of aftohifh^ 
ment, and under the guidance of the 
bracelet feller reached the place where 
his virtuous wife dwelt* Without delay- 
entering the houfe, he beheld her feated 
On the mufnud of pjieafure, in all the 
richnefs of attire, jewels and ornaments. 
At fight of this difgraceful fituation, the 
hufband being rapt in amazement, the 
goblet of his brain became void of fenfa- 
tion, and he ftood like a piftured figure 
by the fide of his wife, motionkfs and 
filent. He could not deterniine whether 
fuch ftrange events were pafling in a 
, yifion, or clearly beheld by him in a ftate 
, of wakefulnefs. At length, he addreflcd 
the faithful and pure-robed lady, faying, 
" O thou, who from this antique.repo- 
" fitory of duft, having taken up thy 
" cloathing (bundle J hadft placed it un- 
*' der the earth of repofe, how haft thou 
*' iflxied forth from thy clayey manfion, 
** and from the ftores of the water of 
VOL. I. o ** life> 



